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SUPERINTENDENT NOTES by Jack D. Moles

As discussed later in this newsletter, our AdvancedEd Quality Review Assurance
team external visit was highly successful. A great deal of preliminary work that
took place over a span of months really went into making this visit such a posi-
tive experience. Our staff, students, and patrons need to be commended for their

efforts.

Before holding an open meeting to discuss their exit report, the QAR team meets with the Su-
perintendent to discuss what will be made public. They provide three required actions to the
district that are really non-negotiable, but also provide input on some of their commendations
and suggestions. The only thing that is “negotiable” is possibly on some of the wording that is
used. Some of the highlights of my individual meeting with the QAR team:

The team was amazed at how well our merger has gone. In fact, they made the com-
ment that our school improvement goal really could have been the merger process it-
self. As veteran educators themselves they have all seen mergers that did not go well
and they were simply floored by what they saw in the short history of Johnson County
Central. Of course, the credit for this needs to go to our students, patrons, communi-
ties, staff, and Board of Education. You all really have done something quite remark-
able and need to always remember that.

I have told members of the QAR team since then that I am glad that we did not use the
merger process as our school improvement goal. The reason for this is that I think we
may have looked at a “finality” to this process. School improvement really needs to be
a continuous process. Thus, our goal of improving reading comprehension really fits
the “continuous” mode better than the merger process.

Members of the QAR team were pleased with our selection of Reading Street as our
new reading series. Two of the members of the team have a very strong background in
elementary curriculum. They both said they would suggest three reading series to any-
one who asked. Their lists were not identical, but both had Reading Street on them.
That served to reinforce our choice to me.

The QAR team believed that the educational advantages gained as a result of our plan
to bring elementary grade levels together will benefit our students a great deal. They
specifically cited the ability of teachers to work together as a major improvement.
Coupled with this move, the ability to better align our elementary curriculum was seen
as a very positive move.

The one item that I asked for the QAR team to be careful on the wording used was in
one of our ratings. In the area of instruction we received an “emerging” rating. The
“emerging” rating is second from the bottom on the scale used. From the descriptions
provided by the QAR team is was very evident to me that this rating was not a view of
our staff, but was an indication of where we are in instruction in meeting our goal of
improving reading comprehension. The team was highly, highly complimentary of our
staff. With the “emerging” rating they were recognizing the fact that we are just begin-
ning to change instruction to help reach our goal. With the adoption of the new read-
ing series and a move toward using the instruction of vocabulary to help improve com-
prehension we really are in the “emerging” level of instruction.



One of the highest compliments our school received from the QAR team was the openness, friendliness, and co-
operative nature that they observed from every stakeholder. I take a great deal of pride in this somewhat secon-
dary compliment as this is what I want to see in our school. I have been especially gratified in our growth in
these areas, as I believe they lead to the a positive energy in our school. I want us to keep growing in this.

ELEMENTARY GRADES

As I am sure most of you know, the Board of Education did recently vote to approve my recommendation for bringing
elementary grade levels together at the same site. Kindergarten through third grade classrooms will be located in Tecum-
seh, with 4™ and 5™ grades being in Cook. We will continue to operate pre-school classrooms at both sites. My sole basis
for recommending this move is that I believe we will realize great educational growth for our students. Although there
may be some financial benefits that are recognized, the focus of this move is almost entirely educational improvement.
This has not been a popular move with all people. I totally understand that. I have received some indication that we will
possibly lose some families as a result of this move. I would like for all parents to consider the educational advantages
that we can generate, but I do also support all parents making decisions for their children. I would like to offer up some
advantages for parents to consider in their decision making process:

Although I understand that parents want their children in small classrooms, there can be a point where children
might be held back because their classroom is possibly too small. We currently are operating several elementary
classrooms with 9 or 10 students. Most education research I have found cites the optimal classroom size for ele-
mentary students as between 13 and 18 students. Considering our area schools, I do know that most of them
have individual elementary classrooms in the range of 15-20 students in them.

The ability for elementary teachers at the same grade level to work together creates many opportunities for
growth in our teachers and in our curriculum.

One advantage that is being created for some of our teachers is that for the first time in their careers they will
have a principal who truly has an elementary background. Many current elementary teachers at the Cook site
have only had principals who had a high school or middle school background as their direct supervisor. Mr. Rother has an
elementary background. I believe this is a hidden benefit that will produce strong results.

Some concern has been voiced about placing younger students on shuttle buses. First of all, many of our students are already
being transported to school, either by school buses or by parents. The time between Cook and Tecumseh is really fairly
minimal. I have expressed to the Board of Education that we need to discuss the possibility of having an aide serve as a bus
monitor on a shuttle holding younger students, especially if it would happen to have older students on it.

Students moving to a different site than where they are currently located will be with students and teachers they already
know. Although they might not be assigned to the same classroom as a teacher they already know, with the way we envision
our new reading program being administered they will undoubtedly have regular contact with people they already know.
Thus, they will not be having to adapt to a whole classroom of unknown students and teachers.

As stated above, I hope parents will fully consider the advantages of the moves we are making. I would like for every student to re-
main with the district. I know our moves are being made to strengthen our school and I believe these moves will do just that.



PRINCIPALS NEWS

Rick Lester, High School Principal

Our first school improvement QAR team visit has been completed. The QAR team visited with school administrators,
board members, teachers, students, parents and patrons, 72 persons in all. To give you an update of their findings, be-
low is a list of the seven standards and the grade we received from the QAR team:

e Vision and Purpose Highly Functional
e Governance and Leadership Highly Functional
e Teaching and Learning Emerging

e Documenting and Using Results Emerging

e Resources and Support Systems Operational

e Stakeholder Communications and Relationships Highly Functional
e Commitment to Continuous Improvement Operational

The highest grade you can receive is highly functional. As you can see, of the seven standards we received three are
highly functional ratings. This high grade is due in part to all involved, our teachers, students and community members,
your input was valuable. The two standards where we received emerging grades are mostly due to the fact that, al-
though we’ve been working on our school improvement for three years, our merger has been a huge portion of our
school improvement. Now we are working on our school improvement goal of “improving our district’s reading com-
prehension”. This is why we are at the emerging level in teaching and learning and documenting and using results as
we are at the beginning stage of our school improvement goal. This is a continuous process and we are going to take
the necessary steps to increase our levels at teaching and learning and documenting and using results. After the external
team’s exit report we now know where we stand in our school improvement goal and know what we need to work on to
reach the level of completion for that goal.

I would like to take a special moment to specifically thank all the persons involved. If you helped during our school
improvement process or the external team visit, we truly appreciated the time and effort you’ve put in. We feel this
visit was a huge success. THANK YOU!

Rich Bacon, Middle School & Elementary Principal

Parent-Teacher Conferences were held on March 22™ and 24™ marking the end of the third quarter. We had a decent
turnout this spring with almost 56% of our Middle School students represented and 86% of the elementary students at
the Cook site represented. For those parents who were unable to attend Parent-Teacher Conferences, report cards have
been sent home, along with some other important papers. I encourage those parents to make contact with their child’s
teachers to get clarification on how their student is doing in all areas of their education, not just grades. This important
interaction between teacher and parent can benefit the student immensely when utilized.

Students will be taking a number of Nebraska State Accountability (NeSA) tests through the month of April. Seventh
and Eighth grades took the NeSA-Reading Assessment on March 29" and 30", will be taking the NeSA-Math Assess-
ment on April 12™ and 13" and the NeSA-Science Pilot Assessment on April 19" and 20™. Sixth graders took the
NeSA-Reading Assessment on March 31 and April 1% and the NeSA-Math Assessment on April 12" and 13™. The 3™
and 5™ grades at the Cook site took the NeSA-Math Assessment on March 31% and April 1%, and will take the NeSA-
Reading Assessment on April 6" and 7. The 5™ grade will also take the NeSA-Science Pilot Assessment on April 18"
and 19™. These assessments are very important for our students and the district. Results from these assessments pro-
vide data which help guide curriculum decisions for our district.



As the testing dates approach there are some things parents can do to help their children be successful on these assessments:
e Make sure your child gets a good night’s sleep and eats a good breakfast the morning of the tests.

e Have your child dress in layers — studies show children do better on assessments if they don’t have to think about
how hot or cold they are.

e Encourage your child to practice the following test-taking strategies: Skip a question and move on if you don’t know
the answer - you can always come back to that question later; Check your answers carefully; Make sure the numbers
of your answers correspond to the numbers of the questions on the test; Encourage your child to read on the days
leading up to the test. The easiest and best way to prepare your child to do well on tests is to have them read often.

e Encourage your child to take the tests seriously. A lot of important decisions regarding your children are made
based on data we receive from these tests. If students don’t give their best effort on the standardized tests much our
data will be invalid, making it difficult to make decisions that will be in the bests interests of our students.

Girls and boys track and the boys golf seasons have begun. The track teams have already gotten off to a strong start this
spring with the girls winning the Nebraska Wesleyan Indoor meet and the boys finishing second. Congratulations to both
teams and coaches. You will have multiple opportunities to catch our athletes in action as JCC will serve as host for the fol-
lowing meets this spring:

e Thunderbird Track Invitational — Tuesday, April 5
JH Mudecas Track Meet — Saturday, April 9™
JCC JH Track Invitational — Monday, April 18"
Thunderbird JH Track Invitational — Thursday, April 28
JCC Golf Invitational — Thursday, May 5
JCC Track Invitational — Friday, May 6

Johnson County Central will also serve as host to the Class C-2 District Track Meet on Thursday, May 12 and the Class C-
1District Golf Meet on Tuesday, May 17 at Crooked Creek in Lincoln. Support your teams and Johnson County Central ath-
letes with your attendance at these home events and watch competition at its best. GO THUNDERBIRDS!

Jon Rother, Elementary Principal

This spring is bringing some changes to our elementary school. As most know by now, it was decided to bring together both
JCC elementary schools to the Tecumseh site. At the Tecumseh site, we will have pre-school through the third grades. At
the Cook site, we will have a pre-school and grades four through eight. Consolidating our elementary classes will bring
many opportunities for our students and teachers alike, and I am excited about working with all of our lower elementary
teachers and students.

We will also be receiving a new reading series for the 2011-2012 school year. This new reading series titled “Reading
Street” was chosen carefully, for its strong components of phonemic awareness, alphabetic principle, fluency, vocabulary
and comprehension. The program allows for many non-fiction reading opportunities that reach into other curricular subjects
such as social studies and science. Teachers will be able to create reading stations, allowing them to vary and differentiate
the reading curriculum to help all of our students reach their full potential.

With the combined classes, a new reading series and using only one math series, our elementary students will go on to upper
elementary and junior high with a consistent curriculum. The lower elementary teachers will be able to work closely to-
gether to ensure a rich curriculum affording our students the best that Johnson County Central Schools has to offer.



COUNSELORS NEWS

Shelley Moles, Counselor

ifDedi cated to excellence in education through career

SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES:

2011 Nebraska Agricultural Youth Institute: The 2011 Nebraska Agricultural Youth Institute (NAY]) is an excellent
program that expands high school students’ understanding of agriculture. Key elements of NAYILeadership development,
critical thinking, and decision making skills, along with the opportunity to interact with other youth interested in the future
of agriculture.. This year NAYI will be held July 11-15, 2011, in Lincoln, Nebraska. This year's theme is “Agriculture:
Driving Forward”

Knowledgeable speakers will strive to motivate and educate the delegates by addressing current agricultural issues and
pointing out the many opportunities this industry has to offer. One of the more popular events is the computer-simulated
farm management program which challenges the delegates towork together as teams to manage their own farms. There will
also be time for group discussions and interactions, as well as, a varietyof evening activities.

Interested juniors and seniors are encouraged to apply. Selection of delegates will be based on leadership skills, interest,
and involvement in agriculture. All meals, lodging, and conference fees during the NAYT are provided for the selected
delegates.

Applications are available from Mrs. Moles in the guidance office or students may apply on-line at www.agr.ne.gov.
Applications are due April 15, 2011.

Automotive Summer Camp: The Southeast Community College Automotive Summer Camp is for any high school
students interested in Automotive careers. It will be held on the Milford campus on June 10 and 11, 2010. Bright students
who would like the opportunity to experience what it would be like to pursue a career in the automotive field are encour-
aged to apply. This will be strictly a hands-on camp with about a 3-to-1 student-to-instructor ratio. Registration deadline is
May 6, 2011. The cost of $20 per participant includes tools, meals, housing and tour transportation. Participants must be 16
years of age. To register see Mrs. Moles for an application form. For more information contact Rick Morphew, SCC-
Milford Campus, 600 State Street, Milford, NE 68405-8498 or call 1-800-933-7223 Ext. 8317 or e-mail rmor-
phew@southeast.edu. Registration is limited to 60 participants and registrations are ordered by date received.

Engineering and Science Summer Institute: Located on the campus of Kansas State University, the Student Session —
May 30-June 3, 2011 - is open to studenrs who have completed their sophomore or junior year and who have completed
math and science courses to indicate an aptitude in these areas. Participants will explore careers in engineering and science
and attend small group sessions in the morning and laboratories of their choice in the afternoon. To apply go online at
www.engineering.ksu.edu, complete the application and enclose a $125 deposit with a high school transcript. Total stu-
dent cost is $395/$450, which includes housing, meals, and supplies. College credit is available but optional. Applications
must be submitted by April 4, 2011.

COLLEGE FAIRS:

Looking for the right college? Meet with representative from Midwest colleges and attend a financial aid session at the
Lincoln College Fair on Tuesday, April 5 from 6-8 p.m. at Lincoln Northeast High School, 2635 N 63" St., Lincoln, NE or
on Thursday April 7 from 6-8 p.m. at Burke High School, 12200 Burke St., Omaha, NE. The Fairs are free and no pre-
registration is required.

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY NEWS:

Johnson County Central Chapter of National Honor Society will induct three new members on Monday evening, April
11"™ at 6:30 p.m. The chapter is pleased that Roger Lempke of Lincoln will be the speaker for the evening. Parents, grand-
parents, teachers and friends are invited to share this evening of scholarship, service, character and leadership recognition.


http://www.agr.ne.gov/
mailto:rmorphew@southeast.edu
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THIRD QUARTER HONOR ROLL

2010 -2011

Seniors:

Wade Bartels
Madeline Beadell
Breanna Borrenpohl
Kassie Guenther
Ashley Hughes
LaShell Hunter
Laura Johns
Brittney Lester
Ellen Mannschreck
Brooke McDonald
Daniel Moles ( Al |
Daniel Rojas

Michelle Vongphakdy
Brittany Wolken ( Al

(Al l ABs)

(All ABs)

(All ABs)
(All ABs)
(All A's)

Abs)

Abs)

Juniors:

Chelsea Borrenpohl
Laynee Davison
Devin Dean
Laura Dieckgrafe
Shawnee Johns
Zachary Kaster
Layne Kettelhake
Anna Kuhl ( Al |
Emily Little

Ana Repp

Nereida Rojas
Shelby Strubel
Christine Wellensiek

( Al I

(Al
(Al
(Al
(All A's)
Abs)

Honor Roll with Distinction

Students earn at least a 94%
average with all/l
maxi mum of one

AODs
0BO

angrade | ower

Sophomores:

Megan Bursovsky

Justin Damme
Mackenzie Faris

Ethan Fricke

Kyle Laug

Brandon Martell

Angela Noudaranouvong
Florian Sprang

Jackie Straube

Freshmen:

Sonia Arellano
Grant Badertscher
Mason Baum

Brent Beethe
Taylor Dudley
Vanessa Haberman
Lauren Klaasmeyer
Jerald Kuhns
Tiffany Neukirch
Tyler Speckmann
Leah Tubbesing
Christopher Weisbrook

(All ABs)

(All A's)

(Al I

Honor Roll:
Students earn no class
t han a

0Bo



THIRD QUARTER HONOR ROLL
2010 -2011

Grade 8 Grade 6

Attebery, Tristan Borrenpohl, Marissa
Badertscher, Garret DeFreece, Schyler ( Al 1l Ads)
Badertscher, Lacey Fisher, Alisha

Bartels, Kaycee ( AI'l Ads) Francois, Samantha
Bernadt, Rebecca Kettelhake, Sara

Buss, Isaac Klaasmeyer, Courntey
Hunzeker, Erika Kleespies, Keaton
Kaster,Kelsie ( Al'l  Ads) Kongmanyvong, Sopha
Purcell, Michael ( AI'l A& s) Kuehn, Holden
Ramirez, Daisy McDonald, Annika
Speckmann, Kaylea Wellman, Angelica

Weber, Lindsay

Grade 7

Crayton, Joseph

Dorsey, Spencer

Faris, Mitchell

Johnson, Aaron

Li, Edward

Liberty, Nathan

McClintock, Keelee

Moles, Grant ( Al I Ads)
Pooch, Rudy

Sterup, Samuel

Honor Roll with Distinction Honor Roll:
Students earn at least a 94% Students earn no class
Average with all Ad6s angrade | ower than a 0B

Maxi mum of one O0B6O6



Andrew Johnson, Band Director

District Music is fast approaching and we need your help! Johnson County Central will be hosting District-
Music again this year at the Tecumseh site. This is an all day event with 454 students, 12 directors, 6 judges, and
many friends and family in attendance. If you are able to help with concessions from either 7:00am-12:30pm or
11:00am-4:30pm, please contact Music Booster President Deanna Kaster.

A schedule of events and performance times will be released around the first of April. In addition to our per-
formances at District Music Contest the High School music department will also be holding a Pre-Contest concert on
April 4™ at 7:00pm in the Auditorium and HS Gym featuring all large groups and select solos and small ensembles.

As always, thank you for your continued support and help in making Johnson County Central Music what it
is!

Upcoming dates:

April 4 7:00pm HS Concert
5 5:30pm Music Booster Meeting — Tecumseh site
14 7:30am-4:30pm District Music — Tecumseh site
29 7:00pm “All Shook-Up” Musical
May 1 2:00pm “All Shook-Up” Musical
9 All day HS & MS ECNC Honor Band @ Conestoga
10 7:00pm HS Spring Concert and Art Show
14 All day HS Choir & 7/8 Band to Music in the Parks
17 7:00pm Cook Elem & MS Concert and Art Show
19 7:00pm Tecumseh Elem Spring Program
MUSIC NOTES

By Cinda Goodrich

I am very happy and pleased to announce that Terrence Finley-Watkins a JCC 8" grade student was a finalist
for the Music K-8 2011 Cover Contest. Music K-8 is a resource magazine used by elementary and middle school mu-
sic teachers and has sponsored this contest every year for the past 19 years. Many students from all over the world
send in artwork to be judged. There are always well over 1000 entries of creative, colorful drawings, and the winning
entry is printed on the cover of the May/June issue. Kudos goes to Terrence for his artistic talent, and congratulations
from all of us at Johnson County Central.

It seems that every time you turn around there is another reality T.V. talent show. Thereisi Amer i can | d
AAmeri cabds Got Tal ent etc., théilisxgonson amdgn. Wkl thdre attt ACMidBetSehaols10 ,
decided it was time to showcase some of our own talent. I just cannot tell you how really proud I am of our middle
school talent. Every student had to sing a solo for me, and if they wanted they could sing it for the entire class. Many
stepped up to the plate to sing for their classmates, which if you’ve never done something like that before, is a really
hard thing to do. Everyone received a grade for doing this. If they sang for the class, they could be judged by their
peers to see who the winners would be for the firstannual i J CC | d o dontedt. aMargy of /00 were fortunate
enough to get to listen to some of the winners at the Waffleman Concert, and the rest of them will be performing at
the Spring Concert on May 17. Although I could not reward them with a recording contract, they all did receive a gift
certificate to Subway. I am happy to report the following winners:

6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade
Roberto Silos Ethan Clements Tristan Attebery
Spencer Kuhl Austin Valenzuela Isaac Buss
Marissa Borrenpohl Eddie Li Austin Gloe
Schyler DeFreece Grant Moles Daisy Ramirez
Madison Panko Keelee McClintock Kaycee Bartels
Sopha Kongmanyvong Rudy Pooch Rebecca Bernadt

Hannah Henneger Mireya Avitia



FBLA State Leadership Conference
By Angie Huskey

On April 7" 19 students will depart Tecumseh for the FBLA State Leadership Conference (SLC) that will be
held in Omaha, NE. The conference consists of business meetings, competitive events, seminars, workshops, election
of state officers, awards, as well as a variety of other planned leadership and educational activities. Johnson County
Central’s FBLA members will be competing against over 2,100 of the best and brightest business students in the state of
Nebraska for a chance to qualify and compete at the national level. This year’s national competition will be held in
June in Orlando, Florida.

At this year’s SLC, there will be a variety of competitions that will be administered during the three-day com-
petition. Tests such as: Accounting, Business Calculations, Business Communications, Word Processing, Job Inter-
view, Computer Problem Solving, Business Law, and Economics, Marketing, Personal Finance, Sports Management, as
well as a variety of Impromptu and Public Speaking events will be administered.

In addition to the competitive events JCC-FBLA members will have the opportunity to listen to a variety of
dynamic speakers and presentations. The presentations being offered at this year’s competition will cover the following
topics: balancing responsibilities and pressures, leadership qualities, turning ideas into a multimillion dollar business,
networking, college life, the path to success, and seven healthy lifetime habits.

JCC Boys Track
Louie Keim
Doug Schnack, Jeff Robeson

This year we have a very young track team with a lot of potential. We have 18 athletes, lead by one senior, and 4 jun-
iors. We graduated a large percentage of our points from last years team and are looking for ways to compensate for
that loss. The biggest challenge we will have this year is finding ways to score points in the sprints. We will continue
to be solid at field events, and distance races. Scott Johnson is our returning state qualifier from last year and has
shown that he is ready to compete in the two mile and mile. He has also made gains in the pole vault.

We want to push for top three places in the meets we compete in each week. With our team being comprised of 13
freshman/sophomores it is important to polish techniques in field events and continue to get stronger in our races. Even
with such youth we should have some athletes making a run for the state meet in some field events and races. Another
goal we have is to bring down some of our school records.

We have been working on our conditioning to start the season off, as the weather continues to improve we will get
more time to work field events, and finalize what order gives our kids the best chance in relays.
The seasons first meet was at Nebraska Wesleyan on March 19™ and many of our guys stepped up.

We had solid performances and multiple places from Scott Johnson, Jay Kuhns, Zach Kaster, Brandon Martell, and
Chris Crayton. Nate Kuhl and Luis Ramirez also contributed to the overall 2™ place finish.

Pole Vault-Jay Kuhns 9’ 2nd; Scott Johnson 9° 3rd

3200 M Relay (Chris Crayton, Luis Ramirez, Jay Kuhns, Brandon Martell) 9:45 1st
1600 M run -Scott Johnson 5:10 2nd

3200 M run-Scott Johsnon 11:22 1st

800 M Run-Brandon Martell 2:21 2nd; Chris Crayton 2:26 5th

High Jump-Zach Kaster 5°4” 6th

Long Jump-Zach Kaster 18°5” 5th

Triple Jump-Zach Kaster 41°5” 1st

Shot Put-Nate Kuhl 41°3” 4th



Nick Weber
Thunderbird Girls Track

The 2011 girls track season has begun with a team made up of 25 girls. The squad is made up of Breanna Borren-
pohl, Laura Johns, Brittany Wolken, Chelsea Borrenpohl, Ashley Colson, Laura Dieckgrafe,Alyson Gottula, Shawnee
Johns, Anna Kuhl, Ana Repp, Shelby Strubel, Christine Wellensiek, Caiti Crist, Kellie Gordon, Olivia Roddy, Jackie
Straube, Hanna Borrenpohl, Courtney Eltiste, Vanessa Haberman, Lauren Klaasmeyer, Tiffany Neukirch, Michaela
Pooch, Ariel Sears, Alexis Dorn, and Leah Tubessing.

I look forward to a very successful year as we have a strong group of returning athletes back and a good young
group of freshmen coming in. The team already started the year off right by winning the Nebraska Wesleyan Invita-
tional. The girls should continue to improve throughout the season with hopes of competing for a MUDECAS, ECNC,
and District championship.

We will again be hosting three meets this year. On April 5th we will host the JCC Invite, May 6th the Thunderbird
Invite and on May 12th the District meet will be here. We invite as many people to come out and support the track
team this year

ELL NEWS FOR APRIL

Spring is finally here and the students couldn’t be more thrilled. This time of year is exciting as we anticipate the grass
turning green, flowers blooming, the birds building nests, and of course the warm weather and sunshine. This is a great time for us
to work on our descriptive language. Students in the high school and middle school have been working on expanding their vocabu-
lary through synonyms. “It was a nice day” might be better described as “It was a glorious day”, or “It was a perfect day.”

Figurative language is also wonderful to discuss this time of year. Onomatopeas can be found when we talk about what
the baby animals say — such as the duck says “quack”. Many students are surprised to learn that the animals actually say different
things in different languages. Alliterations can be found in “the big blue sky” and “dancing daffodils.” As we continue our study
of figurative language this month, students will be putting their skills to the test by writing descriptions of their favorite spring time
scenes.

As spring begins to bloom, I hope that you and your family can take the time to get outside and enjoy the beauty of nature,
and talk about what you are seeing. This is a great way to stretch a student’s vocabulary!

Happy Spring!
-Mrs. Weber

bring out different emotions in the reader. Students really like books where the author or illustrator has included clever illustrations
and sayings that make you look closer or listen for the joke.

JCCPTO
INDOOR GAME DRIVE

The Elementary Kids are in need of some new activities to do during the bad weather days when they have
recess inside. We are accepting any new or gently used board games, building blocks, card games, etc.
Donations will be accepted at both school sites in the Elementary Office from April 1 - April 30th.

Here is a list of suggestions:

Duplo Blocks Aggravation Streamers
Large Coloring Books Chutes & Ladders Parachute

Mr. Potato Head Indoor Hopscotch Mats Floor Puzzles
CandyLand Big Floor Checkers Go Fish Cards
Hula Hoops Hi Ho Cherry O Old Maid Cards
Bean Bag Toss/Games Sorry Wood Puzzles

Ring Toss Hungry Hippos Floor Balance Beam



Elementary Media News
By Mrs. Peters

We are just about finished reading the 2010/2011 Golden Sower nominees and will be casting our votes for the
best book in April. The students all agree it’s going to be hard deciding which book is the best because they are all
good books. The following books are nominated for the Golden Sower Award:

Abe Lincoln Crosses a Creek: a Tall, Thin Tale by Deborah Hopkinson We read this book during the week of
President’s Day.

Duck Soup by Jackie Urbanovic We liked this story and drew our own soup recipes, which are posted in the ele-
mentary entryway in Tecumseh.

Martina, the Beautiful Cockroach: a Cuban Folktale by Carmen Agra Deedy We read this one during the week of
Valentine’s Day because it was about love and marriage, which made the kids say, “Ugh.”

Our first book was Snow Day by Lester L. Laminack. The students decided that teachers would enjoy this book
more than the students since teachers like snow days so much.

Titanicat by Marty Crisp was one of our favorites because who doesn’t like cute cats and kittens. The illustrations
in this book are beautiful.

We just read A Visitor for Bear by Bonny Becker and we realized that to make a new friend you have to be a nice,
welcoming kind of person. We all shared nice things about our classmates.

This week we are reading The Dog Who Belonged to No One by Amy Hest. With the help of a Venn diagram the
students realized that a little girl named Lia and the dog had a lot in common.

Our next book is Bats at the Library by Brian Lies. We will be making little brown bat finger puppets to go along
with this story.

We will finish up with Velma Gratch and the Way Cool Butterfly. We’ve been saving this one for spring.

The students always find it hard to wait until May when the Golden Sower Award winner is announced. The great
thing about this program is that students learn what makes good quality literature. The characters in the story are
more complex and the story might bring out different emotions in the reader. Students really like books where the
author or illustrator has included clever illustrations and sayings that make you look closer or listen for the joke.

AR Assembly Held on March 17"

The third quarter Accelerated Reading assembly was held on this last Thursday. 42 AR certificates and prizes were
passed out to students. We have 3,336 points towards our 3,900 yearly school-wide point goal. Students and teach-
ers will come up with ideas for Mr. Rother to do something fun if we make our goal. The first grade started AR in
January and although they don’t receive certificates at the assemblies their points help us to reach the school-wide
point goal. We will have the final assembly in May. The public is always welcome to attend these assemblies. Stu-
dents have tested on 3,412 books this year so far and have an 89% correct average.
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This annual report for the Johnson County Central Public Schools district was compiled as one of the require-
ments of the Nebraska School Accreditation Standards to be met in Nebraska Department of Education, Rule
10. Itis distributed annually via the school district newsletter to all school patrons.

SCHOOL DISTRICT GENERAL INFORMATION

History
Johnson County Central Public Schools came into existence as a result of a merger between Tecumseh Pub-

lic Schools and Nemaha Valley Schools in May, 2007.

Accreditation
Johnson County Central is fully accredited by the Nebraska Department of Education. Each fall our school
completes reports to indicate accreditation standards have been met. A thorough self-study involving school
staff, students and district patrons must be completed to meet Rule 10 Requirements. The School Improve-
ment Team is currently working on the self-study. Johnson County Central also has attained North Central
Accreditation.

Activities

Membership is maintained in the Nebraska School Activities Association (NSAA) which governs Nebraska
high school extra-curricular activities. NSAA assigns schools to various classifications for competition based
on each member gidénmlomerd countirmdrades B-blyand the number of schools involved in
each activity. This year NSAA has placed Johnson County Central in the following classifications: Track,
Speech, Play Production, Music, Softball, and Golf (Class C); Football, Basketball, Volleyball (Class C-2); and
Wrestling and Cross Country (Class D).

Johnson County Central is a member of the East Central Nebraska Conference. Other members include
Conestoga, East Butler, EImwood-Murdock, Louisville, Malcolm, Mead, Palmyra, Weeping Water, and Yutan.
JCC also takes part in MUDECAS activities. Other member schools in MUDECAS include Bruning-
Davenport, Diller-Odell, Exeter-Milligan, Falls City Sacred Heart, Freeman, HTRS, Johnson-Brock, Lewiston,
Lourdes Central Catholic, Meridian, Parkview Christian, Palmyra, Pawnee City, Southern, and Sterling,

Size of District
The district encompasses 296.7 square miles with 188.2 square miles in Johnson County; 8.2 square miles in
Nemaha County; 91.5 square miles in Otoe County; and 8.8 square miles in Pawnee County.

Facilities
Three main facilities are utilized by the district. The high school is located in Tecumseh. Also located in Te-
cumseh is a PK-4 elementary facility. In Cook a PK-3/5-8 facility is utilized.

The elementary building in Tecumseh was completed in 1931. The high school building was constructed in
1964-65. The main part of the building in Cook was finished in 1958, with additions completed in 1999.

Most asbestos was removed from all school buildings many years ago. Except for some non-friable asbestos
in floor tile and in above ceiling duct work, the buildings are asbestos free. Pipe insulation that contains as-
bestos in the high school building has been coated according to regulations.



Faculty/Support Staff

The students of Johnson County Central are served by 43.75 teachers, 4 special education
teachers, two full time Title 1 Reading and Mathematics teachers, two Library/Media specialists,
two Guidance Counselors, three building Principals, one Superintendent of Schools and the fol-
lowing support staff members: 5 bus drivers, 2 full-time cooks and 6 part-time cooks, one full-
time maintenance person, four full-time secretaries, 14.5 teacher aides, one bookkeeper, and
1.5 school nurse. Johnson County Central contacts with an outside source for custodial ser-
vices.

School Board

The school district is being governed by a
of office is four years and members are elected at-large. Members of the current Board of Edu-
cation are: Susan Borcher, Mike Gerdes, Teresa Goracke, Barb Gottula, Greg Hunzeker, and
Mike Remund. Board officers for 2011 are Greg Hunzeker (president), Susan Borcher (vice-
president), and Barb Gottula (treasurer). Superintendent Jack Moles serves as the Board secre-
tary, while Laurie Badertscher is the appointed board recording secretary.

Strategic Planning/Mission Statement

The mission statement of the school is: JCC: Journey of Excellence; Creating Lifelong
Learners; Citizens for Tomorrow

The following governing beliefs have been adopted by the school:

Demonstrate exceptional educational instruction and learning.

Present a safe and drug-free setting that fosters the desire to learn.

Encourage progressive relevant student involvement.

Respect the contributions of all.

Integrate technology throughout the curriculum.

Focus on developing problem solvers in the classroom.

Stress global perspective and the appreciation of diversity.

Promote the value of the arts and extracurricular endeavors as integral parts of the curriclum.
Prepare students to contribute positively in the family, school, community and the world.
Instruct and demonstrate respect for the environment.

Establish a partnership of service between school and community.

Instructional Goals and Objectives

The primary goals and objectives of the Johnson County Central Public Schools shall be to pro-
vide all the children of the district with the best education possible, wherein each may develop
wholesome attitudes, ideals, and concepts for better living in our democracy.

Education in Johnson County Central must serve the individual pupil in the light of his/her ca-
pacities and abilities and provide a suitable and well balanced learning environment in the areas
of physical, mental, emotional, cultural, social, moral, and spiritual maturity.

The school shall be concerned with students acquiring knowledge in their subjects, but also tak-
ing into consideration the interest of the children themselves, their growth, interests, needs and
unique personalities.

It is the primary responsibility of Johnson County Central to provide pupils the nature and mean-
ing of democratic values and to help the children develop a loyalty to those value through per-
sonal commitments.

*kkk



ACHIEVEMENT TESTING

This information is being reported as required under provisions of Nebraska Department of
Education (NDE) Rule 10: Regulations for the Legal Operation of Schools & Johnson
County Central Board of Education Policy.

Elementary & Jr-Sr High
Student Performance on
lowa Tests of Basic Skills (grades 2-8)
lowa Tests of Educational Development (grades 9-11)

GRADE LEVEL NUMBER OF CLASS DATE
STUDENTS COMPOSITE: ADMINISTERED
ASSESSED Percentile Rank
of Average Stan-
dard Score
2 32 70 April, 2009
3 41 56 April, 2009
4 36 63 April, 2009
5 42 58 April, 2009
6 38 58 April, 2009
7 41 63 April, 2009
8 32 57 April, 2009
9 39 58 April, 2009
10 34 54 April, 2009
11 40 54 April, 2009

Elementary & Jr-Sr High
Student Performance on
lowa Tests of Basic Skills (grades 2-8)
lowa Tests of Educational Development (grades 9-11)

GRADE LEVEL NUMBER OF CLASS DATE
STUDENTS COMPOSITE: ADMINISTERED
ASSESSED Percentile Rank
of Average
Standard Score
2 30 65 April, 2010
3 32 71 April, 2010
4 41 60 April, 2010
5 35 66 April, 2010
6 38 59 April, 2010
7 36 61 April, 2010
8 42 61 April, 2010
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53
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April, 2010
April, 2010
April, 2010

Elementary and Junior/Senior High School
Student Performance

lowa Tests of Basic Skills (grades 2-8)

lowa Tests of Educational Development (grades 9-11)

NUMBER OF STU-
DENTS ASSESSED

29
35
30
42
34
44
37
40
27
37

CLASS COMPOS-
ITE; Percentile
Rank of Average
Standard Score

67
66
70
63
59
58
61
62
54
60

DATE ADMINIS-
TERED

October, 2010
October, 2010
October, 2010
October, 2010
October, 2010
October, 2010
October, 2010
October, 2010
October, 2010
October, 2010

The results of a single assessment and reporting of a single piece of numerical data does not wholly indicate
class group performance; it is only one measure of educational assessment. A comprehensive study of the individuals
in a class as they score nationally and also locally are required for an appropriate assessment of student achievement,
t hroughout

especially

as

f ol

| owed

the student ods

academic

With these figures, as with any other statistical data, it is imperative that too many conclusions not be drawn
from a single number. For those persons wanting further information, please contact Johnson County Central.

English
Math
Reading

LOCAL
AVERAGE

175
19.1
17.6

PLAN TEST
All 10th graders take this test, not just college prep students. This report summarizes the performance of sophomores
who took the PLAN academic assessment in the fall of 2008, 2009, and 2010.

FALL, 2008

NATIONAL
AVERAGE

16.9
17.4
16.9

C



Science
Composite

English
Math
Reading
Science
Composite

English
Math
Reading
Science
Composite

YEAR

2007-08
2008-09
2009-10

YEAR

2007-08
2008-09
2009-10

18.9
18.3

LOCAL
AVERAGE

16.5
18.3
16.0
17.9
17.3

LOCAL
AVERAGE

15.3
17.7
14.7
17.0
16.3

LOCAL
AVERAGE

25.4
21.6
21.3

2007-08
2008-09
2009-10

ENGLISH
AVERAGE

24.4
20.4
21.1

18.2
17.5

FALL, 2009

NATIONAL
AVERAGE

16.9
17.4
16.9
18.2
17.5

FALL, 2010

NATIONAL
AVERAGE

16.9
17.4
16.9
18.2
17.5

ACT TEST

STATE
AVERAGE

22.1
22.1
22.1

63%
87%
56%

ACT

NATIONAL
AVERAGE

21.1
21.1
21.1

% of Students taking the ACT at JCC

LOCAL AVERAGES BY AREA

MATH
AVERAGE

25.0
21.9
215

READING
AVERAGE

24.6
22.2
21.8

SCIENTIFIC
REASONING
AVERAGE

24.3
21.5
21.5



The results of a single appraisal and reporting of a single piece of numerical data does
not wholly indicate class group performance; it is only one measure of educational assessment.
A comprehensive study of the individuals in a class as they score nationally and also locally are
required for an appropriate assessment of student achievement, especially as followed through-
out the studentds academic career.

With these figures, as with any other statistical data, it is imperative that too many conclu-
sions not be drawn from a single number. For those persons wanting further information, please
contact Johnson County Central.

*kkk

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

This information is being reported as required under provisions of Nebraska Department of Edu-
cation (NDE) Rule 10: Regulations for the Legal Operation of Schools & Johnson County Cen-
tral Board of Education Policy.

BUDGET INFORMATION
The anticipated budget of expenditures for the 2010-11 school year was $6,951,232. The actual
revenues and expenditures for the 2009-10 school year are listed on the next page:



Revenues

Local $3,302,644
County $48,788
State $1,964,987
Federal $881,214
Other $21,552

Expenditures

Instructional Service

Special Education Programs
General Administration
Office of the Principal
Operations/Maintenance
Pupil Transportation
Summer School

State Categorical

Federal Programs
Transfers

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

SCHOOL DISTRICT VALUATION AND LEVIES FOR THE PAST THREE YEARS
2010-11

$369,451,82

53.1%
0.8%
31.6%
14.2%
0.3%

$3,566,138

$534,863
$351,287
$334,371
$497,597
$234,301
$4,832
$203,859
$606,880
$32,563

$6,386,871

55.2%
8.3%
5.4%
5.2%
7.7%
3.9%
0.1%
3.2%
9.4%
0.5%

2007-08 2008-09 2009-10

VALUATIONS & $315,788,32 | $333,586,20 | $349,888,67
1 9 7

LEVIES
Gendl F Jnldo49895 1.040300 .955260
Special Bldg. 0.00 .005050 .090122
Bond 0.238764 291431 .195206
QCPU Fund .016366 .015180 .013194

The Bond Fund levy only applies to property in the previous Nemaha Valley district.

SCHOOL DISTRICT DEMOGRAPHICS

School district enroliment for the past four years and current year enrollment were obtained from
the state report filed with the Nebraska Department of Education each September and from the

annual school district census.

2007-08
Preschool 38
Elementary 222
Middle School 111
High School 153

TOTAL 524

2008-09

38
218
111
174
541

2009-10

54
216
122
140
532

6

.984848
.060606
.183439
.006074

2010-11

57
209
116
141
523



Enroliment by grade level and sex of student attending Johnson County Central

GRADE LEVEL BOYS GIRLS TOTAL
Pre-School 28 29 57
Kindergarten 22 14 36
First 19 15 34
Second 13 16 29
Third 26 9 35
Fourth 21 11 32
Fifth 20 23 43
TOTAL ELEM. 149 117 266
Sixth 16 20 36
Seventh 31 13 44
Eighth 18 18 36
TOTAL MS 65 51 122
Freshmen 24 19 43
Sophomore 16 14 30
Junior 16 22 38
Senior 12 18 30
TOTAL HS 68 73 141
TOTAL JH/HS 133 124 257
TOTAL K-12 282 241 523
*Personnel (actual numbers not FTE) Pupil-Teacher ratios (based on FTE)
Certificated 59 elementary 11:1
non-certificated 43 secondary 9:1

contracted w/ ESU #4 2
*Includes full time, part time and occasional help
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NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
J C US Postage Paid
ohnson ounty Cont N 05320
ECRWS
I ECRWS
Central Public Schools
PO Box 338 PO Box 255
Tecumseh, NE 68450 Cook, NE 68329
Phone: 402 335-3320 Superintendent @ Tecumseh
402 335-3328 Principal @ Tecumseh
402 864-2024 Elementary Office @ Cook
402 864-4171 Principal @ Cook
402 864-4181 MS Office @ Cook POSTAL PATRON

Web Site www.jccentral.org

This newsletter is produced monthly to inform parents,
district patrons and others about school events, classroom
events, and student achievements in the classroom and
extra curricular activities. This information is submitted
by faculty and staff members. Information may be sub-
mitted to offices at Tecumseh and Cook.

The school reserves the right to edit information in the

interest of space and content.

Thursday, April 14

Friday, April 15
Friday, April 22
Monday, April 25

Thursday, May 12

Friday, May 20

Tuesday, May 24

NO SCHOOL!
(JCC Hosts District Music Contest)

1:00 PM Dismissal!
NO SCHOOL! (Easter Break)
NO SCHOOL! (Easter Break)

NO SCHOOL!
(JCC Hosts District Track Meet)

Last Day of School (Regular Dismissal)
for Elementary Students Pre-K - 5th grade

Last Day of School (11:00 AM Dismissal)
for Middle School & High School Students



