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SUPERINTENDENT NOTES by Jack D. Moles

As | head off to Administrator Days in Kearney in a couple of weeks, | know that summer is over
for me. | also know, however, that | will come back revitalized and ready for the beginning of
another school year. | am looking forward to a highly successful and rewarding year.

We add some new faces to our staff this year. Tania Durre will teach high school English anc
Speech. Greg Morris will teach middle school Industrial Technology and Computers. Ashley
Juilfs will be an elementary teacher at the Tecumseh site. Maureen Remington will serve as
Nurse/Teachers Aide at the Cook site. | would like to welcome each of these quality individuals
to our staff and look forward to working with each of them.

The staff is working through the fine details on a few issues that | would like to share with you.

PAYSCHOOLSA PaySchools is a service that we will utilize this year that will help parents and
patrons make payments in an easier manner. Someone wanting to pay a bill will be able to mak
the payment online by using a debit or credit card. This may especially be helpful to parents ir
paying lunch bill s. Access to this service
on this service are still being worked out, but we will work to keep you informed.

ACTIVITY CARDS 6 The Board of Education has authorized the requirement of students who

take part in any school activities to purchase an activity card. The activity card has a couple o
purposes. First, it will help to supplement the student activity fund. This is a fund that is almost
always subsidized by the General Fund. Second, the activity card will allow admittance to all
school activities, with the exception of conference or state activities held in our school. The cosi
of a card will be $25 for a high school student and $15 for all other students. No family would be
required to purchase more than two cards. Students who qualify for free or reduced lunches ma
receive the card for free upon written request to the school. The exact details of the activity card
will be worked out prior to the start of the school year.

ADMISSIONS PRICESS At the July Board of Education meeting, the Board voted to raise ad-
missions prices to athletic contests. For varsity games adults will be charged $5.00 and studen
will be charged $4.00. This is a raise from $4.00 and $3.00. In JV and junior high contests, adult
will be charged $3.00 and students $2.00. This is a raise from $2.00 and $1.00. There are tw
main reasons why admissions prices were raised. First, the cost of running an athletic program
a growing expense. The cost of officials continues to go up, as does equipment. Luckily for the
school, the 1Bird Booster Club continues to support the program in many ways, with one of main
ways in the purchasing of almost all of our athletic uniforms. The second reason for the increas
in admissions prices is that virtually all of the schools in the East Central Nebraska Conference
our activities conference, has raised their prices to $5.00 and $4.00 over the past couple of years.
believe we are the last school in the conference to make this change.

PREPARING FOR THE COMING YEAR

As students enter grades<l8 this fall, | would like to make some recommendations for their par-
ents to enable them to get the most out of their secondary education. It is my belief that thes
would all be of help to kids. Included would be the following:



Make sure that time is set aside for homework at a somewhat regular time each night. Being involved in activitit
sometimes makes this difficult, but having the organizational skills to make time available will be a lifelong skill that
is developed.

Get to know your childés teachers. I-Teaciner canfereacy and tallma :
me they dondt know who some of the teachers are. \
themselves available to kids and parents. It is also a staff that tends to enjoy visiting with parents.

Encourage your child to read. Novels, magazines, newsgapefsl| help to i mprove stud
ing skills are one of the most important indicators of success in high school and college.

Encourage your child to really prepare for college entrance examinations. Good scores on the ACT can mean th
sands of dollars in scholarships for students. Our school sees enough importance in students scoring well on
ACT that we make the Baylor Test Prep class available for-d2 @aders. This is a class that we will hopefully
continue to provide for our students. Many of our students have had nice scores over the past few years and |
sure that the Baylor Test Prep class had a large role in this. The other aspect in properly preparing is to look at t
ing the ACT more than once. Taking the ACT as a freshman or sophomore is not out of the question. My wife anc
have had each of our children take the ACT as freshmen.

Encourage your child to take on leadership opportunities. FFA and FBLA especially offer a number of such oppo
tunities, but so do activities such as Student Council, athletics, and music. Leadership qualities are especially imp
tant to colleges and potential future employers.

Have your child become involved in music. Studies show that people who are involved with music tend to perfort
better academically, especially in the area of math. We have strong instrumental and vocal programs that we wan
continue to build. If cost is a concern for band please visit with the teachers about using school owned instrumer
Coupled with music, | believe it is important for students to be involved in the other arts as well, whether it be in a
art class, or in speech or drama. The arts tend to help to define us as human beings.

Encourage your child to go out for at least one sport. Our students tend to get a great mental workout each day.
well-rounded individual needs to also have a physical workout. This can also serve as a great outlet for stress. It
been well documented that American teens are increasingly becoming more out of shape. Also, for Johnson Cou
Central to be able to compete we need better participation. We have steered our own children toward athletics :
know that we have not been sorry for doing so.

Do not allow yourself to get caught wup in the fever
do things outside of your morals or beliefs, or outside of the law. First of all, not everyone else is doing it. And, as
have told my own children on more t Idayoua®nDonadleeafsarli o1
to tell your child fAnobo. They may resent it and a

around, especially when they want something from you like money or car keys. | would especially expect you f
take this stand when it comes to illegal things for your child: alcohol, drugs, and tobacco for example. We, ¢
adults, can make no valid justification for our kids to partake in these things.

Be very careful in allowing your child to quit an activity or a class. My belief is that once a student makes a com
mitment to something they should see it through. Although there is sometimes an absolute necessity to quit, mos
the time quitting is simply a matter of convenience or not wanting to put in an effort. | do not believe students lear
much of a positive nature by quitting. In fact, it
committing to things in other areas of their lives.

Know who your childdés friends are. Dondét blindly
dards of expectations for the types of behaviors vy
not or will not meet these expectations then you may want to consider whether these are good associations for y
child.

Try to talk with your kids frequently to find out what is going on in their lives. Parents who show interest in their
chil ddéos |ives tend to have a much more positive i mp



Principal és Corner

Rick Lester, High School Principal

| hope you have enjoyed your summer break and are gearing up to start a new schddligéajust a short note to

help you get a jump on the new school yddrave mailed out on July 27 a copy of all students schedule (with teachers,
room numbers and periods), class schedule and a short ktibelents and parents are to review their students classes

for the 20092010 school year, if you do not need to change anything | will see you on the first day of school, Monday,
August 17, 20091f you would like to make some changes you will need to meet with Mrs. Moles (counselor) on Tues-
day, August 11,200B el ow i s a schedule for you to foll owlftliso we
date does not work for you, call Mrs. Moles to set up an appointrRamember, you also have one week to change
classes after school starts (Monday, August 17 thru Friday, August 21).

TUESDAY, AUGUST 11, 2009

8:00 a.mi 10:00 a.m. 12" grade students
10:00 a.mi 12:00 p.m. 11" grade students
1:00 p.mi 2:30 p.m. 10" grade students
2:30 p.mJ 4:00 p.m. 9" grade students

On the first day of school all students will meet in the gym for a short assembly and the agenda forEmjogiahe
rest of your summer and | look forward to seeing you.

Rich Bacon, Middle School Principal

l's it really August already? l'tds hard to believ
to start up another school year. As always, | find myself getting excited as the first day of school approaches. After a
summer of relaxation and activities, ités al ways goo
that first day.

This year we welcome Mr. Greg Morris to our staff at the Middle School. Mr. Morris will be teaching Middle
School Industrial Technology and some of our technology/computer classes. We also officially welcome Mrs. Judy
Harper this year. Mrs. Harper began working with us last December and will be leading our Level 3, Special Educatiot
program this year.

The Middle School Walhrough will be held Wednesday, August"tginning at 6:30. The watkrough
gives students an opportunity to walk through their class schedule, find their classrooms, meet with their teachers, anc
alleviate some of the anxiety that students may feel on the first day of school. THanwafh will also allow parents
to hear the expectations the teachers have of their students and what will be required of their children.

After the walkthrough has concluded, Sixth graders will have an opportunity to purchase school supplies that
have been suggested by their teachefs& 8™ graders will be responsible for purchasing their school supplies on their
own, but should make sure they have the essentia$ebooks, paper, pens, pencils/erasers, highlighters, etc.

Once the walkhrough is finished local EMTs will be conducting a screening test to establish a baseline for diagnosing
concussions. In the event of a head injury, this screening will allow medical personnel to more effectively evaluate the
severity of the injury. All 7 & 8™ graders who plan on participating in any sport must go through this screening before
they are allowed to participate. We hope to see every middle school student here on the night"ofRlease call the
school if you have any questions.

As parents begin shopping for school supplies remember to purchase items that will help your student stay or-
ganized. One of the leading causes of academic problems for middle school students is lack of organizational skills.
Anything that could be purchased to help your child stay organized may help them be more successful in school.



Also, as you shop for clothes, keep in mind the school dress code. Some clothing that students wear during th
summer may not be acceptable for the school setting. Students should not wear clothing that shows an inappropriate
amount of bare skin or underwear. Clothes that will not be allowed in school include tops that show midriffs, are made
ofseet hr ough mesh, have spaghetti straps, sagging pant ¢
or tears, or any wunderwear that i s bei neshirs,etch Clathinge x t
that display advertisements for drugs, alcohol, tobacco, gambling, or the promotion of violence and clothing that exhibi
nudity, or makes sexual references will not be permitted.

I hope everybody is looking forward to the start of another school year. The middle school should provide an
opportunity for students to make friends and memories. | encourage all students to start the school year with an open
mind toward their classes and to take advantage of the opportunity to try as many activities as possible. This is the be
way for students to learn about themselves and their capabilities. | hope our staff, students, and parents all start the
school year hoping to have a successful and productive year.

Counselor Newsby Shelley Moles
AfiDedi cated to excellence in education through career

Only a few short weeks before school begins! It is an exciting time as staff and students prepare fora2®009
school year. This year promises to be filled with great educational opportunities for our students at Johnson County Ce
tral!

Student Registration and Schedulgtidents may visit with me about their class schedule all day Tuesday, August
11, as outlined in the letter mailed to students. | will also be in my office Monday afternoon, August 10 and intermit-
tently the first week of August. Please call to schedule a time if you cannot come on August 11.

As a school counselor, one of my favorite activities is working with students to help them be successful in schoal. |
may listen when students need to talk with an adult at school, help work on study skills or ways to approach a problem
help students select classes that will prepare them for their planned future or supply research sources for them to mak
better decisions.

As parents, we also teach basic skills and help our child(ren) be ready to learn. Following are 5 simple ideas for par
ents to use to help students be more responsible and prepared for the rest of his/her life.

1. Give your teen as much responsibility as you can. While teens still definitely need parents to guide them, they also
need lots of practice making decisions. Whenever you can, give your teen a chance to make a decision for him/hersel

2. Help your teen think about the consequences of his/her decision or lack of decision. Teens tend to jump in without
thinking. Encourage your teen to think about the results of an action before taking it.

3. Make a plan. At the beginning of the school, help your student figure out a schedule. Consider the best time to stud
and the amount of time to participate in sports or other extracurricular activities. Can he/she patrticipate in the school a
tivities that are important, devote time to studies and still hold a job?

4 . Let your teen |l earn from experience. Experience i
the future i f parents are always there to bail them
the teacher and suffer the consequences. Having a plan and using good decision making should help your teen devel
responsible work habits.

5. Most important of all, enjoy your teen. Take a few minutes every day to let them know how special they are to you
and enjoy helping them learn. Take the time to listen to them and get to know how terrific they truly are.

Think 10!

Teens should spend at least 10 hours a week on homework. Most experts say 2 hours per school night is about the
right amount of homework for high school students.

Does 10 hours sound like a lot? Think about the other ways teens spend their time. Some spend twice that much tir
watching TV, playing video games or at a job. There may be nothing due tomorrow, but once a teen gets to high scho
there is always something he/she can do to get ahead on assignments or study for an upcoming quiz or test.

For some weeks, 10 hours wondét be enough. I f it 1is
could be 15 hours or more.



If your child is consistently spending more than 10 hours per week studying at home, please visit with teachers anc
or counselor. Also if they never have any homewor k,
counselor. Students need a balance of time for studies, time for family, and time for activities and friends.

ACT Testing Dates and Registration:

ACT Testing Dates and Registration Deadlifeeghe 20092010 school year are listed below. Seniors are strongly
encouraged to take the test by the September, October and/or December test dates to be able to use scores for schol
and college applications. Juniors are encouraged to take an ACT test during the spring or summer before their senior
year. To be considered for early scholarship by UNL, students must have a test score by JUNE of their JUNIOR year!
(Juniors who are selected to attend Cornhusker Girls State or Boys State may not be able to test during the June date
may want to schedule testing for February or April.)

Most fouryear colleges require an ACT or SAT college entrance test and many two year colleges encourage or ac-
cept ACT scores for admission and scholarship purposes.

Test Date Registration Deadline
‘New! Saturday, September 12, 2009 August 7, 2009 New date this year!
Saturday, October 24, 2009 Friday, September 18, 2009
Saturday, December 12, 2009 Friday, November 6, 2009
Saturday, February 6, 2010 Friday, January 5. 2010
Saturday, April 10, 2010 Friday, March 5, 2010
Saturday, Junel2, 2010 Friday, May 7, 2010

Students may register onlinevavw.actstudent.org/Nith online registration it is possible to register 24/7 on any
computer connected to the Internet and students may take up to 72 hours to complete and submit their application. A
MasterCard or VISA must be used to pay fees online.

If students need to request test accommodations, ext¢intetesting, or plan to pay with a check, they must register
by paper folder rather than online. Paper folder applications and preparation materials are available from Mrs. Moles i
the counselords office.

Johnson County Ce schooladde ndmbgrlis 283t9hPteasé Wse the school code number when
registering for the ACT test and have the test results reported to the school so that official scores are availabée to inclu
on high school transcripts. Using the school code number also makes it possible for scores to be included in the ACT
score report for Johnson County Central Public School

The basic fee for the ACT is $32. The fee for the ACT Plus Writing is $47. Fee waivers may be available for quali-
fied students (please check with Mrs. Moles). Students should check with the college in which they are interested to se
if the optional writing test is required or recommended.

Please see Mrs. Moles for information about possible qualification for testing accommodations, extentist-
ing, and/or fee waivers.

Student Records and Release of Information:
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy ABERPA) is a Federal law that requires Johnson County Central

School, with certain exceptions, to obtain a parentad
formation from a childés education records. However
nated fAdirectory informationo without written consen

mary purpose of directory information is to allow Johnson County Central School to include directory information from
a childobés education records in certain school public


http://www.actstudent.org/

. Examples include:
1. A music program showing a studentds name and g
2. The annual yearbook;
3. Honor roll or other recognition lists;
4. Graduation programs;

5. Sports activity sheets, such as football, volleyball, or basketball programs showing weight and height of tean
members.

Transcript Requests:

Graduatesof Nemaha Valley Schools or Tecumseh Public Schaml Johnson County Central Public School
need to submit @ritten requesstating: a) information to send (such as a transcript of grades), b) the year of graduation
and/or attendance (such as graduated 2007), ¢) name and address of institution or program to receive requested infor
tion (such as Admissions Office, Southeast Community Collegen c o | n , 8800 ANOO Street, |
printed namendsignature of the person making the request. Requests may be mailed (Johnson County Central High
-School, Attn: Mrs. Shelley Moles, 358 N" 6treet, Tecumseh, NE 68450) or given to Mrs. Moles in the high school
counselordés office.

Seniors or other current studentsapplying for postsecondary institutions, educational programs and scholarships
need to bring a written request from a parent to Johnson County Central School in order for a transcript or other inforn
tion such as class rank, grade point average, or ACT/SAT score to be released. Requests must have student signatur
parent signature. Transcript request forms may be picked up from the guidance office.

Johnson County Central High School Band by Andrew Johnson,

Band Director

The JCC Marching Band will begin work on its 2009 field show on July 31st. Their show this year is titled
AMusic from Les Miserabl es. Les Mis originally writ
worl ds most popular musiecaldd® amdwthe ILomgent r bnsimrg
all High School band students.

July 31 Percussion camp (all HS percussion) 9:00-&00 pm

August 37 Band camp (all HS Band students) 8:30 aB130 pm

August 12 Otoe County Fair Parade @ Syracuse 11:00 am

August 16 Johnson County Fair Parade @ Tecumseh 5:00 pm

August 20 Begin 7:00 am practices (held every Tuesday and Thursday)
September 12 Applejack Parade @ Nebraska City (time TBA)

September 27 Marching Exhibition w/Syracuse @ Tecumseh

October 10  Links Marching Contest (Lincoln High)

October 17  LPS Marching Festival (Seacrest Field in Lincoln)

October 24  NSBA Marching Festival (Seacrest Field in Lincoln)

Additionally, the Marching Band performs at all home football games. Students also have the opportunity to
participate in Pep Band at home volleyball games.



Elementary
Classroom supplies

2009
(Pl ease |

Kindergarten
(Mrs. Gail Hutt/Mrs. Borrenpohl)

(@ Tecumseh Site)

- 2010 school year
abel

al | it ems

Grade 1
(Mrs. Sally Hutt)

1 dozen 6sided #2 Pencils

1 small Pencil Box

8 Glue Sticks

Fiskar Scissors (no points)

3 bxs. of Crayola Crayons (8 pk)

1 Folder

1 Back Pack

Mat for quiet time

1 bx. of Kleenex

1 container of Wipes

P.E. Shoes

(can be tennis shoes they wear to
school)

Grade 2

(Mrs. Strubel/Mrs. Bartels)

1 bx. of Crayons, any size

1 bx. of Colored Pencilgharpened
2 Glue Sticks

1 bottle of Liquid Glue (blue preferred)

2 Lg. Erasers
2 dz. 6sided yellow #2 Pencils
1 Drawing Tablet, no lines

(penmanship paper will be provided)
2 Rolls of Paper Towels (classroom use) (No folding or flexible rulers, please)

2 1g. bxs. of Kleenex

1 pr. of Scissors (Fiskar preferred)
1 container of Disinfectant Wipes
1 bx. of sandwich Zig.ock Bags

1 bx. of 8 Crayola Crayons
1 bx. of 1624 Crayola Crayons
(the other
10 yellow #2 Pencils
(without

2-4 small Glue Sticks
(the large ones are so messy)

1 bx. of Kleenex

1 pr. of Fiskar Scissomo points
1 Drawing Tableno lines, please
1 Pencil B o x

1 Book Bag

1 big pink or green Eraser
1 bx. of Colored Pencils
NO Markers, please

Grade 3

(Mrs. Crotty/Mrs. Heidemann)
1 pkg. standard Index Cards
1 dz.6sided yellow #2 Pencils

(NO mechanical pencils, please)

Colored Pencils and Crayons

5 Pocket Folders (plain, no prongs)

Pencil Sharpener
Scissors (fiskar if possible)
Ruler with inches & centimeters

4 Glue Sticks & Glue
2 bxs. of Kleenex

1 pkg. wide ruled Notebook Paper

brands

pictures,

(size
smaller) for loose items in desk

(clothing, et

Grade 1

(Mrs. Faris)

1 bottle of

School Glue

& Glaerbticks t h e

2 dzn. 6sided #2Pencits
t hey dharpebad

Crayola Crayons

(2 bxs. of 8 & 1 larger bx.)

Fiskar Scissors

1 bx. of Kleenex

Drawing Tabletno lines

1 0-ring Binder
Shoe box size plastic
storage container

Grade 4

(Mrs. Naber/Mrs. Dorsey)
Colored Pencils

Crayons

12 yellow, 6sided Pencils
sharpened

Red Pen

1 Spiral Notebook

3 bxs. of Kleenex

1 bottle of White Glue

Glue Sticks

Scissors

1 plastic storage box
(shoebox size)

1 plastic storage keeper (shoe box size)

Washable Markers (optional)

1 pkg. Erasers (pencil top, preferred)

1 Onesubiject Spiral Notebook

PLEASENO Lg. Trapper Keepers or Binders

Grade 5
(Mrs. Juilfs)

1 doz. 6 sided #2 Pencils

1 Fiskars Scissors

1 bx. Crayola Crayons (any size)2 Glue Sticks

1 bx. Colored Pencils

5 One Subject Spiral Notebooks
1 Ruler w/inches & cm

2 boxes Kleenex

1 Red Pen

1 Blue Pen

4 Book Covers

3 Pocket Folders

true

Langk Eraserc hi | d 6 s

c.)

El mer 6s
col

sharpen

shoe

(0]

b



Elementary
Classroom supplies
(@ Cook Site)
2009 -2010 school year

(Pl ease | abel alll items (clothing, etc.

Kindergarten
(Mrs. Grotrian)
Pencil Box
Eraser

Pencils

3 boxes of Crayons: (8, 16, & 24)

6-8 Glue Sticks

A Mat for rest time
P.E. Shoes

Book Bag

Paint Shiasshrt (a
works well)

2 large boxes of Kleenex

Scissors

1 container Antbacterial Wipes

Grade 3

(Mrs. Dieckgrafe)

1 box Crayons

Colored Pencils (optional)

5 Pencils w/erasers
4 Glue Sticks

1 pair of Scissors

2 widerruled Notebooks

2 pkg. 3x4 Index Cards w/lines

1 Red Pen

1 Pencil Box or Bag

Grade 1

(Mrs. Benson)
1 pack of #2 Pencils

2 packs of 24 count Crayons
1 Pencil Box
1 Paint Shirt
1 bottle of EImers Glue or

4 Glue Sticks
1 box of Kleenex
1 pr of elementary Scissors
s T (nosharp tips)
P.E. Shoes

4 two Pocket Folders

o | ;Q
-\) SN

Grade 4
(Mrs. Tubbesing)

Pencil Bag or Box
12 Pencils w/erase#8O mechanical
Box of 24 or less Crayons
Colored Pencils and/or
washable markers
Ruler (standard & metric)
Scissors
Loose leaf Notebook Paper

1 2-ring Binder

Grade 2

(Mrs. Hemmingsen)

4 Pencils

1 big Eraser

2 Glue Sticks

1 Spiral Notebook

(wide ruled)

1 box of 24 Crayons

1 Black Flair

1 pkg. of 3x5 ruled

Index Cards

1 Recipe Card Box
with ABC dividers

1 2-ring Binder

2 lg. bxs. of Kleenex

1 container of
Antibacterial Wipes

P.E. Shoes

School Bag

1 empty Cereal Box

Grade 5
(Mr. Schnack)

3 boxes of Kleenex
Ruler

Compass
Protractor

#2 Pencils

Colored Pencils
Scissors

Glue

Pens for checking






