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SUPERINTENDENT NOTES by Jack D. Moles

“Good evening, this is Jack Moles, Superintendent of Schools for Johnson County Central. Be-
cause of the weather forecast we will not have school tomorrow.....” Thus began a string of
phone calls on our AlertNow mass notifications system that I made to families of our students, as
well as to our staff members during the past couple of months. Six times I made the decision to
close down school. This is a call I do not like making, but cannot avoid when Mother Nature
forces the issue.

What goes in to making this decision? Following is a listing of what goes into this type of a deci-
sion, along with some of my thoughts.

1. Of course, watching weather reports starts the thought process of what to do. I have a number
for the U.S. Weather Service in Valley. I will often make two or three calls to them during the
course of the day if bad weather is threatening to find out what to expect for our immediate area.

2. My preference is always to make a decision the night before a potential cancellation. The rea-
son for this is that it gives parents more of an opportunity to make plans. It also plays a role in
how our custodians react to snow. If they know we aren’t having school they know they can get
started a little later. If we are having school, or if the decision is made in the morning, then they
have often started with removal early in the morning.

3. If I have not made the decision the night before, then I am often up and driving roads at 5:00
a.m. to determine what things look like for our buses, as well as students and staff who may be
driving. I have a route that I drive in the Cook area that gives me a decent indication of most road
conditions (i.e. in-town, highways, country roads). While this route served me well when I was
making the call for the old Nemaha Valley district, I don’t get as good of a picture of the entire
Johnson County Central district because of the distance across the district.

4.  Whether a decision is made the night before or that morning, I am in constant contact with
Superintendents in our neighboring districts. We all have each other on our speed dials. There is
an old saying among Superintendents when dealing with weather issues, “None of us wants to be
on the island by ourselves.” Translated: none of us wants to be either the only school to stay open
or the only one to close. One of the interesting aspects of closing is to see how the domino effect
takes place. A certain area might close, then the outlying schools start closing. This happened
recently when the Omaha area schools made a decision to close. Things started moving south
very quickly, with Louisville, Weeping Water and Conestoga closing down. The Superintendent
from Syracuse and I were following this when Johnson-Brock and Sterling both closed. We then
followed suit.

5. Once I have made a decision I make the broadcast call on AlertNow. While this system is not
fool-proof it is very well received by parents, students, and staff. I simply record one message and
it is then sent to everybody in our system. We find that some numbers will be missed once in a
while, but for the most part we connect with almost everyone. The next thing I do is contact about
ten TV and radio stations.

6. One of the things Superintendents like to avoid is having a late start or an early dismissal. A
late start decision is sometimes made with the expectation that conditions will clear up a little bit
later or to allow students and staff to travel when it is light out. An early dismissal tends to cause
problems for families, especially those with young children. We try to avoid both scenarios if at
all possible, but it does not always work out.




People often ask me how many “snow days” we have left. The term “snow days” does not officially exist. Schools are
required to have students in class for a minimum number of hours each year. We actually are a long way from getting to
the minimum number of hours. However, I visited with the Board of Education about whether to make up lost time or
not. Our students have missed six days because of weather so far this year, with the possibility of more over the next
couple of months. I developed a plan to make up at least a couple of days based on a few thoughts:

Our students have been out of classes because of weather for six days. To me, that is a large chunk of valuable
learning time that has been lost.

Our teachers are contracted for 186 days. In normal years we do not usually worry about lost contract days as most
teachers spend extra time in their work anyway. In a normal year, though, we only lose two or three days to weather.
Many of our non-certified staff (secretaries, kitchen workers, aides, bus drivers) lose a day’s wages when we do not have
school. Thus, many of them have lost six days worth of wages at this point.

The Board gave me approval to proceed with the plan I have developed:

We will now have a full day of classes on Friday, March 5. We were originally scheduled for a day off.

We will now have a full day of classes on Monday, April 5. This is the day after Easter and has traditionally been a
day off.

If we miss any more time due to weather conditions we will add those days on to the end of the school year.
If we miss any time because one or both of the basketball teams qualifies for State we will simply celebrate and not
worry about making up that time.

One of the aspects of the weather conditions that we have encountered is that we have many people help out in some
way. Sometimes this involves pulling out a stuck bus or helping move snow. Several individuals have been pointed out
to me for helping out the school in these types of situation and I would like to take this opportunity to say “Thank You”
on behalf of the school and our staff. Any time you list individuals you run the risk of not listing someone who should
be listed—if I missed someone I apologize. Those who have been pointed out to me include: Leroy Bartels, Arlin
Brinkman, Jim Dieckgrafe, Kyle Dieckgrafe, Travis Dorn, Don Gadeken, Dalton Hartman, and Lavon Othmer. [ am
sure there are many others and to all of you I extend our appreciation. The county roads crews also are very deserving of
our appreciation. Those in our district did an outstanding job—the snow on the country roads is simply beyond belief in
many places. Job well done!

Rick Lester, High School Principal

This article is to ensure that our high school students and parents fully appreciate the importance of ACT scores and
GPA. We hope that this can help you create more motivated students and better scores and scholarships. I received this
information from John Baylor Test Prep and thought it was very worthwhile to share with you. If you have any ques-
tions about this info please give me a call or contact our counselor Mrs. Moles.

IN-STATE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES: Most students can get in without ACT preparation, but increasing
that score can mean thousands of dollars saved.

UNL, UNK, UNO: Students need a 20 or higher to get in (average score in Nebraska is a 22.1). But students typically
need at least a 27 to be considered for the NU Honors College worth $500 per year plus the Honors Dorm and Honors
Courses, meaning fewer and more capable students per class. A Regents Scholarship usually requires at least a 30 for
consideration; a Regent means free tuition for all 4 years or about $32,000 saved by the family. So 30 is usually the
magic number (depending on GPA and class rank) for big scholarship money within the University of Nebraska’s 3 cam-
puses.This article is to ensure that our high school students and parents fully appreciate the importance of ACT scores
and GPA. We hope that this can help you create more motivated students and better scores and scholarships. I received
this information from John Baylor Test Prep and thought it was very worthwhile to share with you. If you have any
questions about this info please give me a call or contact our counselor Mrs. Moles.




PERU, WAYNE, CHADRON: Students need at least a 17 to get in typically. A 25-26 (or higher) usually means 4
years of free tuition or about $24,000 saved. So 25 or 26 is often the magic number (depending on GPA and class rank)
for big money within the state colleges.

NEBRASKAOGS PRI VAT krenovoaboht E2&®(®total a year, with Creighton charging about $38,000
annually. You’re in usually with a 20 or higher, but each point typically is worth about $500 a year in financial aid. So
a student is admitted with a 22, but if they jump a score to a 25, that’s about $1,500 more in aid a year times 4 years or
$6,000 in savings. The exact scholarship formula for Dana, Doane, Wesleyan, Midland Lutheran, Concordia, Hastings,
St. Mary’s, etc....differs slightly for each school, but the $500 per year per ACT point is typical (below is the exact for-
mula used by Wesleyan for scholarships based solely on ACT scores. These amounts are the dollars saved each year for
4 years). The $500 per point per year is a rough estimate for Nebraska’s private colleges and actually can understate the
impact of score increases. For example, just a 1 point jump from a 28 to a 29 for Wesleyan means an increase in annual
aid from $7,500 to $9,000.

ACT COMPOSITE CLASS RANKSCHOLARSHIP AWARD
32 and up or NA Board of Governors Scholar Award $11,500

29-31 or NA Wesleyan Scholar Award $10,000

27-28 or Top 10% Fredstrom Scholarship $8,500

24-26 or Top 25% President’s Scholarship $7,000

22-23 or Top 33% Recognition Scholarship $5,500

Merit-based aid at Nebraska’s private and public colleges usually is only earned in high school. Once enrolled in col-
lege, a student typically cannot qualify for or increase their merit based aid based on

OUT-OF-STATE COLLEGES desperately seek small town Nebraska students, a rare commodity in the nation’s pool
of potential college applicants. Thus, small town Nebraska students enjoy geographic affirmative action in the high
stakes, out-of-state, selective college admissions process. This advantage over students from Omaha, not to mention
Connecticut, Illinois, and California, is significant. The further away a college is, the more it wants rural Nebraska stu-
dents for diversity’s sake. However, because of distance, out-of-stat schools may not fully appreciate the other elements
of the application, GPA and extra-curricular achievement. Thus, the ACT score weighs heavily in both admissions and
financial aid decisions at out-of-state schools.

Simply put, for Nebraska colleges and universities, most students can get admitted with a 20, but raising that ACT score
is absolutely the best paying job a high school student will ever have. For out-of-state colleges and universities, it’s criti-
cal for both financial aid and admissions.

Rich Bacon, Middle School Principal

At the conclusion of each season the Nebraska School Activities Association and a corporate partner recognizes students
who have been nominated by their schools based on their individual academic excellence and significant contributions
made to their NSAA activity. Every student who meets the criteria for nomination by their school is recognized and
awarded a certificate of achievement by the NSAA. To be eligible for this honor the following leadership and scholar-
ship guidelines must be met:

A nominated student must be a varsity player or organizational leader who has played a significant role on
the team or in the organizational activity.

A nominated student must have a minimum cumulative Grade Point Average, in all curricular subjects, of
93% or 3.7 on a 4.0 scale.

NSAA high schools may nominate a maximum of two students per NSAA activity program.



The following Johnson County Central students were recipients of the Fall 2009 Academic All-State Awards: Football -
Wade Bartels, Daniel Moles; Volleyball — Kassie Guenther, Brittney Lester; Girls Cross Country — Laura Johns, Shelby
Strubel; Boys Cross Country — Zach Kaster; Softball — Michala Remund, Brittany Wolken; Play Production — Shawnee
Johns, Ashley Wessel. Thank you and Congratulations to these students for the leadership they’ve provided the rest of
the student body, and their commitment, hard work, and success in the classroom and their NSAA extracurricular activ-
ity.

The Junior High wrestling team and girls’ basketball team have started their seasons. Coaches Wellensiek and Kuhl have
7 boys and 1 girl participating in wrestling and Coaches Morris and Richardson have 22 girls participating in basketball.
The commitment needed to participate in extra-curricular activities can be very difficult and time-consuming, but the
benefits of being part of a team and the lessons learned from competition will serve these students well as they continue
their academic careers. Good luck to both teams and their coaches.

The Middle School Leadership Committee and Student Council have been very busy this semester. In cooperation with
their teachers, the leadership committee has started a Study Buddy Program at the middle school where successful stu-
dents have volunteered their time to help other students who may be struggling to find success with their classes. Stu-
dent volunteers will give up their study hall time or time before or after school to tutor students who may need some ex-
tra help. This type of program has proven to be very beneficial to those students who choose to take advantage of it. The
leadership committee also conducted a food drive at school. The different grade levels had a friendly competition to see
who could collect the most items. Students brought canned goods, paper products, boxed foods, and cleaning products
to school to benefit the local food banks. Thank you to all who contributed to this effort.

The following students made the honor roll for the 2™ quarter and 1* semester. To earn a place on the Honor Roll, a stu-
dent can have no grade lower than a B. Names in Bold Print signify a person who earned Honor Roll with Distinction.
To make the Honor Roll with Distinction and student must have all As with the exception of one B. The Asterisk™® signi-
fies students who have earned all As. Congratulations to these students for their hard work.

Grade 6

Alexis Araujo (1% Semester)

Jesus Castor (2™ Quarter)

Wyatt DeRoe (2™ Quarter & 1% Semester)
Spencer Dorsey (2" Quarter* & 1 Semester*)
Mitchell Faris (2™ Quarter & 1% Semester)
Humberto Gonzales (1% Semester)

Aaron Johnson (2™ Quarter & 1% Semester)
Robert Johnson (2™ Quarter & 1 Semester)
Edward Li (2" Quarter* & 1*' Semester*)
Nathan Liberty (2™ Quarter & 1* Semester)
Rhiannon McRoberts (2" Quarter & 1* Semester)
Grant Moles (2" Quarter* & 1% Semester*)
Rudy Pooch (2™ Quarter & 1% Semester)

Samuel Sterup (2™ Quarter & 1 Semester)

Grade 7

Tristan Attebery (2™ Quarter & 1% Semester)
Garret Badertscher (2™ Quarter & 1% Semester)
Lacey Badertscher (1% Semester)

Kaycee Bartels (2" Quarter* & 1* Semester)
Rebecca Bernadt (2™ Quarter & 1% Semester)
Isaac Buss (2™ Quarter & 1% Semester)
Patience Graham (2™ Quarter & 1% Semester)
Kelsie Kaster (2" Quarter & 1* Semester)
Justin Kuhns (1% Semester)

Michael Purcell (2" Quarter & 1% Semester)
Daisy Ramirez (2" Quarter & 1* Semester)
Cody Rieken (2" Quarter & 1* Semester)
Layton Sullwold (2™ Quarter & 1** Semester)
Ryan Teten (2™ Quarter)

Lindsay Weber (2™ Quarter & 1 Semester)



Grade 8

Sonia Arellano (2™ Quarter & 1* Semester)

Grant Badertscher (2"! Quarter* & 1% Semester®)
Mason Baum (2™ Quarter & 1% Semester)

Brent Beethe (2™ Quarter & 1% Semester)

Gina Crabb (2™ Quarter & 1% Semester)

Thomas Gerdes (2" Quarter & 1* Semester)
Vanessa Haberman (1% Semester)

Madalyn Henne (2" Quarter)

Lauren Klaasmeyer (2" Quarter & 1% Semester~)
Jerald Kuhns (2™ Quarter & 1* Semester)
. Tiffany Neukirch (2" Quarter & 1% Semester)
Michaela Pooch (2™ Quarter & 1% Semester)

Tyler Speckmann (2" Quarter & 1 Semester)
Leah Tubbesing (2" Quarter & 1* Semester)
Christopher Weisbrook (2™ Quarter)

Ron Skwarek, Elementary Principal

State and National Testing

Our elementary students will soon be taking state and national testing. The state testing for writing will be given to
all 4™ grade students on February 2™ and 3™. The state reading test will be given to all 3 grade through 5™ grade stu-
dents March 30-31. The national test, lowa Test of Basic Skills, will be give to all students April 6-9.

Please make sure that students are here those days of testing. These tests help measure your children’s progress.
Their results are compared to those kids at the same grade level statewide or nationwide. Schools also use the scores to
see what areas of curriculum may need to be strengthened.

These tests usually cover many different topics and are often impossible to study for. Attending school regularly,

completing all homework, and being attentive in class are the best ways your children can prepare. A good night’s sleep
the night before and a healthy breakfast on test day can help, too.

Regular Attendance Improves Learning

It seems obvious to say that kids need to be in school to learn. But research shows just how important it is. On state
and national tests, kids who were in school most did the best. Children who came to school 93% of the time outscored
everyone else. When kids missed even a few more days, their scores went down.

A Kitchen Timer Can Be a Valuable Parenting Tool
Kids hate to be told what to do. So they resist. To stop arguing, use a kitchen timer. When you want your child to do

something, set the timer. Then see if he can “beat the clock.” Say, “Let’s see if you can pick up your toys before the
time goes off.” Or use the time to enforce a time limit. “You have 15 minutes to get ready for bed.” If they aren’t ready

they go to bed 15 minutes earlier tomorrow.



Important Dates

February 2-3 State writing test for grades 4

February 12 1:00 Dismissal (Teacher In-service)

February 15 No school (Teacher In-service)

February 26 No school for elementary students (teachers attending state reading conference)
March 5 School in session (previously scheduled as no school)
March 12 No school

March 30-31 State reading test for grades 3-5.

April 2 No school (Spring Break)

April 5 School in session (previously scheduled as no school)
April 6-9 National testing for grades 2-5

April 22 No school (hosting district music contest)

_Counselor News by Shelley Moles

AfDedi cated to excellence in education through career

It's FAFSA Time! If you’re a college-bound senior, it’s time to get serious about the FAFSA (Free Application for
Federal Student Aid) - the application for state, federal and college-specific financial aid. February is typically the time
to apply as many colleges have a March 1 priority filing date. (Contact the colleges you applied to and ask for their pri-
ority date.)

Follow these steps to complete the FAFSAE
Step 1: Request a PIN

Request a Personal Identification Number (PIN) for you and one for a parent at pin.ed.gov. The PIN is your signature
for the electronic FAFSA and is used to track your financial aid application.

Step 2: Complete your taxes early
The FAFSA requires current tax information so complete your taxes early.
Step 3: Gather these student and parent items:
2009 federal income tax forms and, if applicable, Schedule K-1 (Form 1065)
2009 W-2 forms
Student’s driver’s license number
Social Security numbers
Birth dates
Date parents were married, separated, divorced or widowed
Current cash, savings and checking account balances
Current investment values (stocks, bonds, mutual funds, CDs, etc.) excluding retirement accounts
Value of business (if more than 100 employees)

Value of investment farm (Do not include the value of a family farm that you or your parents live on and oper-
ate.)

2009 child support (paid and/or received)
2009 Worker’s Compensation

Other untaxed income in 2009 such as veteran’s benefits, housing/food/living allowances for military and clergy


http://www.pin.ed.gov/

Step 4: Complete and file the FAFSA
Complete and file the FAFSA at fafsa.gov. The colleges you list on the application will receive the results.

If you’re filing the FAFSA for the first time and need help completing the form, call the EducationQuest location
nearest you to set up an appointment. Call the Kearney office at 800-666-3721, Lincoln at 800-303-3745 or Omaha at
888-357-6300. All services are free!

EducationQuest has several online tools that also make it easier to complete the FAFSA. They are available in the
“Completing the FAFSA” section at EducationQuest.org.

“Guide to College Funding” video — explains the financial aid process and the FAFSA

“FAFSA Made Easy” video — demonstrates, in a humorous way, that the FAFSA isn’t as difficult as it seems

FAFSA Checklist — provides a list of items needed to complete the FAFSA

FAFSA Tutorial — explains each FAFSA question

Podcasts — explain the FAFSA - and how to prepare

Reprinted from: AEducati onQuest Foundation Coll ege P

Summer Opportunities for Students 9-12:

2010 Big Red Summer Academic Camps: Students in grades 9-12 can discover the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln campus and careers by attending the 2010 Big Red Summer Academic Camps. The dates are June 13-18, 2010.
Camps include: Biological Science, Companion Animals, Culinary Arts and Food Science, Filmmaking, Natural Re-
sources, Unicameral Youth Legislature, Veterinary Science, and 3D Animation/Virtual World Creation. Tuition varies
by camp: $250-$550 if postmarked by April 1. All are residential camps-food and housing provided in camp fee. Visit
the website @ bigredcamps.unl.edu or see Mrs. Moles for more information and registration form.

United States Military Academy Summer Leaders Seminar 2010: Offers outstanding juniors the opportunity to
experience cadet life at the West Point Academy. Dates: May 29-June 4, 2010 or June 5-11, 2010. Location: West Point
Military Academy in New York. Cost: $350, excluding transportation costs to and from West Point. Application dead-
line: April 1, 2009. Students must apply on line at http://admissions.usma.edu and click on Summer Leaders Seminar at
West Point.

fiCareer Exploration: Architecture, Landscape Arch & Interior Design” 2010 High School Workshop held on
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln campus June 13-19, 2010. The program is designed for young men and women who
have completed 2 year or more years of their high school education and are interested in pursuing architecture, landscape
or interior design. The fee of $585/participant includes studio supplies, program fees, meals and lodging. Additional in-
formation and application forms are available from Mrs. Moles. Applications are due April 9. 2010.

Service Academy Nominations:

Juniors who are interested in attending a Service Academy (U.S. Air Force, West Point, U.S. Naval Academy) in the
fall of 2010 should begin seeking nominations and beginning an application file now. Application files must be com-
pleted by September 2010 and interviews conducted in October/November 20010.

If you are interested in attending a service academy, please see Mrs. Moles for more information about beginning
your application soon.

Mark Your Calendars for Spring Achievement Testing 2010:

Students in grades 2-5 will be taking the lowa Tests of Basic Skills April 6-15. On the mornings of April 14-15, stu-
dents in grades 5 through 8 will complete the lowa Tests of Basic Skills and students in grades 9-11 will complete the
Iowa Tests of Educational Development. Students in grades 3-8 and 11 will also be taking the NeSA Reading Assess-
ment March 30-31. More details next month!


http://www.fafsa.gov/
http://www.educationquest.org/fafsa.asp
http://www.educationquest.org/videofile.asp
http://www.educationquest.org/flashvideo.asp
http://www.educationquest.org/fafsaquest.asp?fafsayr=2010
http://www.educationquest.org/fafsa/fafsatutorial.asp?yr=4
http://www.educationquest.org/podcasts.asp
http://admissions.usma.edu/

JOHNSON COUNTY CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL
SECOND QUARTER HONOR ROLL
2009 -2010

Seniors:

Ash Albers
Nakita Baird
Pedro Chavez
Bryce Crist
Joshua Dieckgrafe
Derek Kuhl
Cody Miller
Whitney Pfister
Shelby Reilly
Michala Remund
Becky Scheer
Jamie Scott
Holly Weber

(All ABs)

(All AB8s)
(All ABs)
(All ABs)
(All AB8s)
(All AB8s)

Juniors:

Madeline Beadell
Breanna Borrenpohl
Logan Dorsey
Kassie Guenther
Ashley Hughes
Laura Johns
Brittney Lester
Brianna Marr
Brooke McDonald
Daniel Moles ( Al |
Michelle Vongphakdy
Brittany Wolken

( Al I
( Al I

Abs)
Abs)

Ads)

Sophomores:

Chelsea Borrenpohl  ( Al |
Laynee Davison ( Al I Ads)
Devin Dean
Laura Dieckgrafe
Shawnee Johns
Scott Johnson
Scott Johnston
Zachary Kaster
Layne Kettelhake
AnnaKuhl  ( Al |
Emily Little

Ana Repp

( Al I
(Al I

Abs)
Abds)

(Al

Freshmen:

Cody Broadfoot
Justin Damme
Mackenzie Faris
Nathan Kuhl
Brandon Martell
Olivia Roddy
Jackie Straube
Vow Vongrasmy

(All ABs)

Honor Roll:
Students earn no class

grade | ower

Honor Roll with Distinction

Students earn at least a 94%
average with all Ads
maxi mum of one 0BO

Abds)

than a 0B6



JOHNSON COUNTY CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL
FIRST SEMESTER HONOR ROLL
2009 -2010

Seniors:

Ash Albers
Nakita Baird
Pedro Chavez
Taylor Davison
Joshua Dieckgrafe

Derek Kuhl

Cody Miller ( Al  Ads)
Whitney Pfister ( Al  Ads)
Shelby Reilly
Michala Remund
Becky Scheer
Jamie Scott
Holly Weber

(All ABs)

(Al l ABs)

(All AB8s)

Juniors:

Wade Bartels
Madeline Beadell
Breanna Borrenpohl
Logan Dorsey
Kassie Guenther
Ashley Hughes
Laura Johns
Brittney Lester
Brianna Marr
Brooke McDonald

Daniel Moles ( Al |
Brittany Wolken (Al

( Al I
( Al I

Sophomores:

Chelsea Borrenpohl  ( Al
Laynee Davison ( Al |
Devin Dean
Laura Dieckgrafe
Shawnee Johns
Scott Johnson
Scott Johnston
Zachary Kaster ( Al |
AnnaKuhl ( Al |
Emily Little

Ana Repp

( Al I
(Al I

Freshmen:

Cody Broadfoot
Justin Damme
Mackenzie Faris
Ethan Fricke
Nathan Kuhl
Brandon Martell
Emily Retchless
Olivia Roddy
Jackie Straube

( Al I

Honor Roll:
Students earn no class

grade | ower

Honor Roll with Distinction
Students earn at least a 94%
average with a

maxi mum of one

than a

I Ab6s)
Abs)

Abs)
Abs)

Abs)

Abs)

1 AB8s
0Bo6

0BO

and

a



High School Social Studies by Nick Weber

American History Students Hear Holocaust Survivors Experiences

On January 18" Mr. Weber’s American History class and Mr. Nolte’s Modern US History class traveled to Auburn
High School to listen to Elaine Geller’s experience during the Holocaust. Geller spoke of her first hand experience she
had in the Nazi death camps during World War II. Mrs. Geller was just 4 years old when her family was torn apart by
Nazi rule in her small Polish hometown. During the conversation she had with the students Geller explained the atroci-
ties that she experienced while trying to survive. Although the Nazis killed many of her family members she and her
aunt were able to survive by continuing to not give up. After the war ended she was liberated by the English and learned
that her father and brother also survived. From there Geller moved to New York with her family. One the underlying
themes that Geller stressed throughout her talk was racism and intolerance.

As this semester continues the American History class will study the Holocaust by reading the book Night and watch-
ing the movie Schindler’s List. These along with Elaine Geller’s talk hopefully will provide the students with a better
understanding of the Holocaust as well as a better understanding of intolerance, oppression, and violence in the world.
The lasting message that the students got from this speech is that we must continue to learn about these atrocities in or-
der to not repeat them.

Jr High Boys Basketball

Head Coach: Terry Kuhl

Our Jr. High Boys Basketball Team had a very successful season. We competed with three teams this year,
posting an overall record of 14 wins and 10 losses. Opponents this season included Syracuse, Freeman,
Falls City, Conestoga, Pawnee City, Palmyra, Auburn, Weeping Water, West Point Central Catholic, and
Parkview Christian. Each day that we played, at least one of our teams won, and we also were fortunate to
have all our teams win against three of the opponents that we played. The players worked very hard, and
were great to coach, this group of 7th and 8th graders should have a lot of success in the future. Jeff Robe-
son did a great job again this season as Assistant Coach, he even participated in conditioning drills a few
times.

Music Notes

By Mrs. Cinda Goodrich

On February 20 the JCC Cook Site Music Department will be well-represented by 10 Sixth Grade singers at the
10th Biannual “Sing Around Nebraska” Music Festival held in Beatrice. These 10 singer include: Missy Aldana, Alexis
Araujo, Mireya Avitia, Keelee McClintock, Rudy Pooch, Ethan Clements, Wyatt DeRoe, Aaron Johnson, Grant Moles,
and Austin Valenzuela. This is an honor festival held for singers in grades 4-6.

The following audition criteria must be met in order to be selected into this festival. The students must be able
to sing on pitch consistently , be able to maintain a musical part, be willing to spend extra time learning and memorizing
music, be able to exhibit self-discipline, and be able to sing in the treble vocal range.

This is an excellent opportunity for our students, and we are all very excited about this upcoming event. By at-
tending events such as these, students can be provided with an exciting and quality choral experience with other students
from other schools. This is also a great opportunity for music teachers to observe and learn from the clinician working
with the students.

All of these students will rehearse during the day in Beatrice and then will present a concert to the public that
evening. Please watch for further details as to time and venue on the JCC web page when I receive them.

Musically Yours, Mrs. Goodrich



Parenting With Math!

Title 1 (Jon Rother, Tecumseh site)

Everyday math skills can be taught by parents and teachers alike, everyday!

The difference between teachers and parents working on math and reading skills is that parents have only a couple chil-
dren to work with (whom they know very well), whereas teachers have between 10 and 20 plus. Another difference is
the pay-off. Teachers do enjoy seeing students succeed, and that’s why they teach. However, little compares to the
sense of accomplishment and bonding that occurs when a parent and their child learn and succeed together. It is this
shared responsibility between parent, teacher, and student that creates a winning team.

Everyday math skills such as math facts, patterns, telling time and counting money, can be done each day with little
stress. Math facts are essentially an extension of patterns. Patterns can be found in repetitive songs, repetitive children’s
stories and by using toys to create patterns. They’re even found in nature! These are all activities that children enjoy
especially during intimate time with one of their own parents or with family members. The ability for a child to organize
their toys according to various similarities is a wonderful emerging math skill. And then, to take those same toys and
reorganize those according to a different feature or characteristic, e.g. color, size, material or type, further strengthens the
student’s ability to categorize. As children grow older, skip counting or counting by factors help to prepare students for
higher level math and will give them a “leg up” in math. Skip counting can be done in the car, at the dinner table or
while on a short walk.

Telling time is a skill that children will use the rest of their lives; both analog and digital clocks. Little kids just need to
understand the concept of time in the beginning. This can be done by using timers when children are playing or during
“time out.” You may even go so far as to explain the seconds in a minute, the minutes in an hour, the hours in a day, and
so on. There are also many kids’ watches available today for a very reasonable price. Having their own watch can peak
curiosity in children. They will have their watch on and ask “What time is it?”” This is a perfect opportunity to begin
teaching your child how to tell time. As they grow older, ask them to tell you the time. Use the clock when talking to
your child about what time events will happen, when they can do something or what time they have to be back. Make it
part of your everyday vocabulary and conversation with your children. And then, giving them their own calendar to
keep track of the days further extends the concept of time.

Counting money is another everyday skill that children should become familiar with. One of the most basic skills is
teaching them the various coins and bills. Let them play with them. Let them save them. Let them have their own wal-
let or purse that they can save money in and bring to the store. While checking out, let them check out on their own
(with help from you of course). This is a great time to show them how to count money. Counting with coins also takes
us back to skip counting and patterns!

All of these are skills that can be done as long as we look for the opportunities in our lives and to take advantage of
them. They can be done as we live our lives by teaching our children how to live. We can make them a part of our lives.
The things that we can give our children that they can’t lose, break or spend frivolously and which they will cherish for-
ever is our time and undivided attention.

Title 1
(Eleta Eisenhauer, Cook site)

The elementary students at the Cook site have completed their second DIBELS test for this school year.
DIBELS is the acronym for Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills. These individually administered tests
help teachers identify the progress or the problems students are making or having. It is the goal to have students at or
above benchmark in all areas. Students who fall below are considered at risk and appropriate interventions are adapted
into those students curriculum. Each student is to be tested three times during each elementary grade. At risk students
may receive additional testing as needed.

These test results make up some of the data that is used to evaluate our reading curriculums. We understand the
importance of Reading in the life of our students and DIBELS is one of the resources we use to better insure successful
readers.



Fourth Grade News T Tecumseh Site
By Colleen Naber

The fourth graders’ beginning to 2010 has been great! During this snowy, winter season we are enjoying reading
Mr. Popper’s Penguins. We have been watching Mr. Popper as he has turned his home into the South Pole for his pen-
guins.

We are using Mr. Popper’s Penguins as a launching pad for our next social studies unit. Everyone will choose an
animal from the Arctic region and research that animal. We will use the information we find to write a report and give a
speech to the class.

In math, we are working very hard to solve multi-step equations, add, subtract, multiply, and divide numbers
with multiple digits. We are continuing to work on our multiplication and division facts. We need to practice for a short
time every night so that we have all of our math facts memorized.

Second semester is full of assessments for fourth graders. We will be taking assessments to cover all of the state
standards. During the first week of February we will spend two days taking the state writing test. We have been working
hard at learning to organize our thoughts and use strong, colorful words to write. We will put all of our writing skills to-
gether to do our best on the state test.

Third Grade News-Tecumseh Site
By Mrs. Tonya Crotty

Happy New Year!!!! I hope your 2010 has gotten off to a great start. When the weather finally allowed us to come back
to school, we dove right in. We found that getting back into our routine was a good think and was needed by all.

In science we are learning about plants and animals. We have started with plants, how they grow and what they need to
survive. As we continue to move along, we will learn about animals and then the difference between the two. We will
finish up this unit of study by studying the different habitats around the world and the kinds of animals that call them
home.

Before our winter break we had started to learn cursive letters. We have finished the lower case letters, and we are now
learning the capital letters. It is a slow and sometimes difficult process, but each day there is great improvement and dis-
plays of our ability. We use our cursive daily while writing our phonograms, but we aren’t ready to use cursive for our
assignments.

We have seen Mt. Thunderbird on the playground (the huge pile of snow) and we are going to be discussing when we
think it will melt and be gone. Mr. Moles has made a contest for us. The class that comes closest to guessing the melt
date wins. This is going to take some brainstorming and serious discussion by all of us. But we are up for the challenge.

READING IS FUN! We started the book, Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo. It is a fun book to read. Winn-
Dixie is a dog that was taken in by a girl named Opal and her father, the preacher. We are not to far into the book, but
look forward to reading from it everyday. We can’t wait to find out what happens next.

We are keeping busy in third grade and hopeful for the return of the sun. We hope you are having a great year too.
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This annual report for the Johnson County Central Public Schools district was compiled as one of the requirements of
the Nebraska School Accreditation Standards to be met in Nebraska Department of Education, Rule 10. It is distributed
annually via the school district newsletter to all school patrons.

SCHOOL DISTRICT GENERAL INFORMATION

History

Johnson County Central Public Schools came into existence as a result of a merger between Tecumseh Public Schools
and Nemabha Valley Schools in May, 2007.

Accreditation

Johnson County Central is fully accredited by the Nebraska Department of Education. Each fall our school completes
reports to indicate accreditation standards have been met. A thorough self-study involving school staff, students and
district patrons must be completed to meet Rule 10 Requirements. The School Improvement Team is currently working
on the self-study. Johnson County Central also has attained North Central Accreditation.

Activities

Membership is maintained in the Nebraska School Activities Association (NSAA) which governs Nebraska high school
extra-curricular activities. NSAA assigns schools to various classifications for competition based on each member
s c hool 6 sgirlfemdllmentlzaunt in grades 9-11 and the number of schools involved in each activity. This year
NSAA has placed Johnson County Central in the following classifications: Wrestling, Track, Speech, Play Production,
Music, Softball, and Golf (Class C); Football, Basketball, Volleyball (Class C-2); and Cross Country (Class D).

Johnson County Central is a member of the East Central Nebraska Conference. Other members include Conestoga,
East Butler, EImwood-Murdock, Louisville, Malcolm, Mead, Palmyra, Weeping Water, and Yutan. JCC also takes part in
MUDECAS activities. Other member schools in MUDECAS include Bruning-Davenport, Diller-Odell, Exeter-Milligan,
Falls City Sacred Heart, Freeman, HTRS, Johnson-Brock, Lewiston, Lourdes Central Catholic, Meridian, Parkview Chris-
tian, Palmyra, Pawnee City, Southern, and Sterling,

Size of District

The district encompasses 296.7 square miles with 188.2 square miles in Johnson County; 8.2 square miles in Nemaha
County; 91.5 square miles in Otoe County; and 8.8 square miles in Pawnee County.

Facilities

Three main facilities are utilized by the district. The high school is located in Tecumseh. Also located in Tecumseh is a
PK-5 elementary facility. In Cook a PK-8 facility is utilized.

The elementary building in Tecumseh was completed in 1931. The high school building was constructed in 1964-65.
The main part of the building in Cook was finished in 1958, with additions completed in 1999.



Most asbestos was removed from all school buildings many years ago. Except for some non-friable asbestos in floor tile
and in above ceiling duct work, the buildings are asbestos free. Pipe insulation that contains asbestos in the high school
building has been coated according to regulations.

Faculty/Support Staff

The students of Johnson County Central are served by 42 full-time teachers, 4 special education teachers, two full time
Title 1 Reading and Mathematics teachers, two Library/Media specialists, two Guidance Counselors, three building Prin-
cipals, one Superintendent of Schools and the following support staff members: 5 bus drivers, 2 full-time cooks and 6
part-time cooks, five full-time custodians, four full-time secretaries, 12.5 teacher aides, one bookkeeper, and 1.5 school
nurse.

School Board

The school district is being governed by a six member
and members are elected at-large. Members of the current board of education are: Susan Borcher, Mike Gerdes,
Teresa Goracke, Barb Gottula, Greg Hunzeker, and Mike Remund. Board officers for 2010 are Greg Hunzeker
(president), Susan Borcher (vice-president), and Barb Gottula (treasurer). Laurie Badertscher is the appointed board
recording secretary.

Strateqgic Planning/Mission Statement

The mission statement of the school is: JCC: Journey of Excellence; Creating Lifelong Learners; Citizens for Tomorrow

The following governing beliefs have been adopted by the school:

Demonstrate exceptional educational instruction and learning.

Present a safe and drug-free setting that fosters the desire to learn.

Encourage progressive relevant student involvement.

Respect the contributions of all.

Integrate technology throughout the curriculum.

Focus on developing problem solvers in the classroom.

Stress global perspective and the appreciation of diversity.

Promote the value of the arts and extracurricular endeavors as integral parts of the curriculum.
Prepare students to contribute positively in the family, school, community and the world.
Instruct and demonstrate respect for the environment.

Establish a partnership of service between school and community.

Instructional Goals and Obijectives

The primary goals and objectives of the Johnson County Central Public Schools shall be to provide all the children of the
district with the best education possible, wherein each may develop wholesome attitudes, ideals, and concepts for better
living in our democracy.

Education in Johnson County Central must serve the individual pupil in the light of his/her capacities and abilities and
provide a suitable and well balanced learning environment in the areas of physical, mental, emotional, cultural, social,
moral, and spiritual maturity.



taking into consideration the interest of the children themselves, their growth, interests, needs and unique personalities.

It is the primary responsibility of Johnson County Central to provide pupils the nature and meaning of democratic values
and to help the children develop a loyalty to those values through personal commitments.

*kkk

ACHIEVEMENT TESTING

Elementary & Jr-Sr High
Student Performance on
lowa Tests of Basic Skills (grades 2-8)

lowa Tests of Educational Development (grades 9-11)

This information is being reported as required under provisions of Nebraska Department of Education (NDE) Rule 10:
Regulations for the Legal Operation of Schools & Johnson County Central Board of Education Policy.

GRADE LEVEL NUMBER OF STU- CLASS COMPOSITE; | DATE ADMINIS-
DENTS ASSESSED Percentile Rank of TERED
Average Standard
2 42 70 April, 2008
3 36 NA April, 2008
4 39 64 April, 2008
5 38 63 April, 2008
6 35 60 April, 2008
7 29 58 April, 2008
8 41 59 April, 2008
9 33 58 April, 2008
10 37 40 April, 2008
11 54 58 April, 2008
Elementary and Junior/Senior High School
Student Performance
lowa Tests of Basic Skills (grades 2-8)
lowa Tests of Educational Development (grades 9-11)
GRADE LEVEL NUMBER OF STU- CLASS COMPOSITE: | DATE ADMINIS-
DENTS ASSESSED Percentile Rank of TERED
Average Standard
2 32 70 April, 2009
3 41 56 April, 2009
4 36 63 April, 2009
5 42 58 April, 2009
6 38 58 April, 2009



7 41 63 April, 2009

8 32 57 April, 2009
9 39 58 April, 2009
10 34 54 April, 2009
11 40 54 April, 2009

The results of a single assessment and reporting of a single piece of numerical data does not wholly indicate
class group performance; it is only one measure of educational assessment. A comprehensive study of the individuals in
a class as they score nationally and also locally are required for an appropriate assessment of student achievement, es-
pecially as followed throughout the studentds academic

With these figures, as with any other statistical data, it is imperative that too many conclusions not be drawn
from a single number. For those persons wanting further information, please contact Johnson County Central.

PLAN TEST

All 10th graders take this test, not just college prep students. This report summarizes the performance of sophomores
who took the PLAN academic assessment in the fall of 2007, 2008, and 2009.

FALL, 2007
LOCAL NATIONAL
AVERAGE AVERAGE
English 14.6 16.9
Math 15.8 174
Reading 15.4 16.9
Science 16.1 18.2
Composite 155 175
FALL, 2008
LOCAL NATIONAL
AVERAGE AVERAGE
English 175 16.9
Math 19.1 17.4
Reading 17.6 16.9
Science 18.9 18.2
Composite 18.3 17.5
FALL, 2009
LOCAL NATIONAL
AVERAGE AVERAGE
English 16.5 16.9
Math 18.3 17.4
Reading 16.0 16.9
Science 17.9 18.2

Composite 17.3 175

ar



ACT TEST

LOCAL STATE NATIONAL
YEAR AVERAGE AVERAGE AVERAGE
2007-08 254 22.1 21.1
2008-09 21.6 22.1 21.1

% of Students taking the ACT at JCC

2007-08 63%
2008-09 87%
ACT

LOCAL AVERAGES BY AREA

SCIENTIFIC ENGLISH
MATH READING REASONING
YEAR AVERAGE AVERAGE AVERAGE AVERAGE
2007-08 24.4 25.0 24.6 24.3
2008-09 20.4 21.9 22.2 215

The results of a single appraisal and reporting of a single piece of numerical data does not wholly indicate class
group performance; it is only one measure of educational assessment. A comprehensive study of the individuals in a
class as they score nationally and also locally are required for an appropriate assessment of student achievement, espe-

cially as foll owed throughout the studento6s academic

With these figures, as with any other statistical data, it is imperative that too many conclusions not be drawn
from a single number. For those persons wanting further information, please contact Johnson County Central.
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION

This information is being reported as required under provisions of
Nebraska Department of Education (NDE) Rule 10:
Regulations for the Legal Operation of Schools

& Johnson County Central Board of Education Policy.

BUDGET INFORMATION

The anticipated budget of expenditures for the 2009-10 school year was $6,163,474. The actual revenues and expendi-
tures for last year are listed below:

car €



Revenues

Local $3,647,408 57%
County $46,156 1%
State $2,352,790 37%
Federal $324,461 5%
Other $6,454 .001%

Expenditures

Instructional Service $3,451,686 56.0%

Special Education Programs $524,986 9.0%
General Administration $331,931 5.38%
Office of the Principal $338,931 5.5%

Operations/Maintenance $503,976 8.18%
Pupil Transportation $199,939 3.24%
Summer School $5,814 .09%
Bond Principal and Interest $328,307 5.33%
Capital Outlay $12,212 2%
State Categorical $162,704 2.64%
Federal Programs $278,590 4.52%
Transfers $25,000 0.41%

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $6,163,474

SCHOOL DISTRICT VALUATION AND LEVIES FOR THE PAST THREE YEARS

2007-08 2008-09 2009-10

VALUATIONS | $315,788,32 & $333,586,20 | $349,888,67
1 9 7

LEVIES
Genol F 1 n1d049895 1.040300 .955260
Special Bldg. 0.00 .005050 .090122
Bond 0.238764 291431 .195206
QCPU Fund .016366 .015180 .013194

The Bond Fund levy only applies to property in the previous Nemaha Valley district.

SCHOOL DISTRICT DEMOGRAPHICS

School district enroliment for the past four years and current year enrollment were obtained from the state report filed
with the Nebraska Department of Education each September and from the annual school district census.



2007-08 2008-09 2009-10

Preschool 38 38 54
Elementary 222 218 216
Middle 111 111 122
School

High School 153 174 140
TOTAL 524 541 532

This information is being reported as required under provisions of Nebraska Department of Education (NDE) Rule 10:
Regulations for the Legal Operation of Schools & Johnson County

Central Board of Education Policy.

Enroliment by grade level and sex of student attending Johnson County Central

GRADE LEVEL BOYS GIRLS TOTAL
Pre-School 28 26 54
Kindergarten 22 15 37
First 18 15 33
Second 26 7 33
Third 21 13 34
Fourth 22 20 42
Fifth 17 20 37
TOTAL ELEM. 154 116 270
Sixth 30 13 43
Seventh 18 20 38
Eighth 20 21 41
TOTAL MS 68 54 122
Freshmen 16 14 30
Sophomore 21 21 42
Junior 12 17 29
Senior 21 18 39
TOTAL HS 70 70 140
TOTAL JH/HS 138 124 262
TOTAL K-12 292 240 532
*Personnel (actual numbers not FTE) Pupil-Teacher ratios (based on FTE)
Certificated 56 elementary 10:1
non-certificated 37 secondary 10:1

contracted w/ ESU #4 4

*Includes full time, part time and occasional help
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Johnson County
Central Public Schools

PO Box 338 PO Box 255

Tecumseh, NE 68450 Cook, NE 68329

Phone: 402 335-3320 Superintendent @ Tecumseh
402 335-3328 Principal @ Tecumseh
402 864-2024 Elementary Office @ Cook
402 864-4171 Principal @ Cook
402 864-4181 MS Office @ Cook

Web Site www.jccentral.org

This newsletter is produced monthly to inform parents,
district patrons and others about school events, classroom
events, and student achievements in the classroom and
extra curricular activities. This information is submitted
by faculty and staff members. Information may be sub-
mitted to offices at Tecumseh and Cook.

The school reserves the right to edit information in the
interest of space and content.

Important Dates:

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
US Postage Paid
Permit No. 3
Cook, NE 68329
ECRWS

POSTAL PATRON

Mon., Feb. 8 B.O.E. meeting @ Cook site 7:30 pm

Fri., Feb. 12 Early Dismissal 1:00 pm (Teacher In-Service)

Mon., Feb. 15 NO SCHOOL! (ESU Mid-year Teacher In-Service)

Fri., Feb. 26 NO SCHOOL for Elementary or Preschool students only
(Teachers State Reading Conference)




