
SUPERINTENDENT NOTES by Jack D. Moles 
 

At the May 17 Board of Education meeting the Board approved two of my recommenda-

tions that I would like to discuss in detail with the public.  The first recommendation in-

volved staffing changes that would include combining some elementary grade levels.  The 

other recommendation will provide for resurfacing the running track. 

 

I provided the Board with a detailed explanation of staffing changes that are designed to 

help us maintain effectiveness while at the same time enabling us to realize some efficien-

cies that will be financially advantageous for the district.  As I explained in the May news-

letter, Jon Rother is moving into an administrative role that was created with the retire-

ment of Elementary Principal Ron Skwarek.  In moving Mr. Rother out of Title I we saw 

an opportunity to ñdownsizeò one elementary teaching position without any teacher losing 

a position.  In making this move I simply moved one elementary classroom teacher, Doug 

Schnack, into the Title I position at Tecumseh.  My recommendation was then to combine 

all of the 4th graders at one location and all of the 5th graders at another location.  We did 

not have available rooms to make these changes at the same site.  Thus, we will have two 

4th grade classrooms at the Tecumseh site next year.  The teachers for 4th grade will be 

Kelli Dorsey and Colleen Naber.  We will have two 5th grade classrooms at the Cook site, 

with Julie Tubbesing and Ashley Juilfs teaching those classes. 

 

It is my belief that this type of move will enable us to strengthen our efforts for these 

classes as teachers and students will now all be at the same site.  More corroboration will 

be possible between the teachers, as well as opportunities for all of our students in those 

grade levels to interact.  We have struggled to find ways to bring students together in indi-

vidual grade levels over the past three years.  Elementary grades have all taken field trips 

together and we bring the students together for Homecoming Day activities, but other than 

that the opportunities have been minimal.  We believe that by providing them with a con-

tinuous ability to be together we strengthen their opportunities to learn as well.  There are 

issues involving such things as transportation and curriculum that need to be finalized, but 

I am excited by the opportunities the moves afford us. 

 

The recommendation to resurface the track is one based on the knowledge that we need to 

either do this project this year or next.  Once a school has an all-weather track it commits 

itself to periodic upkeep.  If we were to put off the project past next year I believe we 

would be looking at a much more expensive project, one that could possibly cost over 

$200,000.  Doing the project now would enable us to do it at a lesser price and extend the 

life of the track.  In planning for projects such as this, the Board of Education and I took 

the step this year of generating funds into the Special Building Fund.  We saw what was 

probably a one year window of opportunity to make this move as our General Fund was in 

decent shape.  I would not foresee this same scenario being available to us in the next few 

years. 
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I received bids from four companies to recondition the track.  Three made proposals that would provide for a 

ñstructural sprayò that would add about 1/8ò to the surface and not significantly soften the track.  The fourth 

proposal was to apply a İò rubberized coating over the existing surface and would significantly soften the 

surface on the track.  Two of the proposals to apply the structural spray were in the neighborhood of 

$54,000.  The other was much higher.  The proposal for the rubberized surface was in the neighborhood of 

$81,000.   This cost, however, can be greatly reduced as it is eligible for a grant from the Nebraska Depart-

ment of Environmental Quality.  A project utilizing Nebraska recycled tires may receive a rebate of 25% 

back on such a project.  The company that does the project would have to certify that Nebraska recycled tires 

were used for the project.  Midwest Tennis and Track, the company that made this proposal, makes use of 

Nebraska recycled tires when doing projects in Nebraska. 

 

The Board of Education approved my recommendation to accept the proposal from Midwest Tennis and 

Track to complete the project.  The project should be completed sometime this summer.  There will be a time 

that the track will not be available for community walkers and joggers, but could be used soon after the com-

pletion of the project. 
 

 



Rick Lester, High School Principal  

 
Summer school at JCC is right around the corner.  We will be utilizing a computer program called A+.  These are the 

classes that will be available for the purpose of recovering failed credits: 

  

 Health 9   Geometry 

 English I   General Science 

 English II   Biology I 

 English III   World History 

 English IV   Geography 

 Beginning Algebra  American History 

 Advance Algebra  American Government 

 

The cost of summer school is $50 per class (maximum cost is $100).  Summer school classes will begin on Tuesday, 

June 1, 2010 thru Wednesday, June 30, 2010.  Summer school classes will meet on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. attendance is required and strongly encouraged. 

 

With the A+ program, each student will be working independently on the computer.  A teacher will be monitoring the 

class and be available for questions.  Each class has a required number of assignments for each semester to be finished 

with a passing grade to successfully complete the semester course.  The student will work at his/her own pace and may 

finish early or take the entire summer school session to complete the required assignments.  There is no penalty for fin-

ishing early, but the course assignments must be completed by the ending date of the summer session which is Wednes-

day, June 30, 2010. 

 

If you are interested in sending your student (s) to summer school for the purpose of recovering failed credits, please 

contact the high school office for a registration form. 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

Rich Bacon, Middle School Principal  
 

The Middle School and Elementary School, Cook site, Academic Awards Program were held during the last week of 

school in the Middle School gym.  Many students were recognized by their teachers for academic achievements that 

were earned throughout the year.  Eighth graders Grant Badertscher, Mason Baum, Brent Beethe, Lauren Klaasmeyer, 

Jay Kuhns, Tiffany Neukirch, Tyler Speckmann, Chris Weisbrook, & Michael Werner and fifth graders Erin Hunzeker, 

Brian Jackson, Courtney Klaasmeyer, and Holden Kuehn were announced as winners of the prestigious Presidentôs 

Award for Educational Excellence.  This award recognizes academic success in the classroom as each of these 5th and 8th 

grade students maintained a grade of 90% or above throughout the school year and scored in the 85th percentile on a na-

tional assessment in math or reading. Each of these students was honored with a letter of congratulations from President 

Obama, a certificate of achievement and a pin. Cody Rieken was honored through the Spirit of Community Awards pro-

gram for his volunteer efforts at Belle Terrace.  Sixth grader Eddie Li, 4th grader Layne Bridgmon and 2nd grader Spencer 

Bridgmon received an award for perfect attendance this past school year.  Middle School students Lauren Klaasmeyer, 

Eddie Li and Grant Moles were recognized for having straight Aôs in all classes for both semesters. These were just a 

few of the students to receive recognition for their academic achievements. Congratulations to all students for the many 

wonderful accomplishments that were achieved this past school year.  

The library at the Middle School will be open starting June 1st from 2:00 ï 4:00.  Please encourage your children to take 

advantage of this opportunity.  Studies show that children who read on a regular basis are more likely to find success at 

school than those who donôt. 

NSAA Parental Consent Form 

All students who plan to participate in NSAA sponsored activities need to turn in a signed Parental Consent form.  This 

must be done before a student is eligible for practice and competition in any activity that is under the jurisdiction of the 

Nebraska School Activities Association.  The participating student and one of his/her parents or guardians must sign cer-

tificate of consent and turn this certificate into the school office.  This consent form makes sure that parents and students 

understand there are risks involved in any activity. This parental consent form must be on file for every student who par-

ticipates in NSAA activities. 



Each student who expects to participate in athletic contests shall present to the superintendent, principal, or school repre-

sentative once each year, before actual participation in any interschool sport, a physicianôs certificate on a form recom-

mended by the NSAA that he/she is physically fit for athletic participation. This physical examination must be given 

during the school year in which the student participates or during the summer vacation period which precedes the school 

year in which the individual participates.  

Parental consent forms were included with each studentôs report cards and physical evaluation forms can be picked up in 

the office at both sites.  Please contact the school if you need either of these forms.  All athletes who plan to participate 

in a fall sport need to take care of this prior to the beginning of fall practice on August 9, 2010 for softball players or Au-

gust 16, 2010 for football, volleyball, cross country, and girlsô golf. 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

 

Ron Skwarek, Elementary Principal  

Summer Library 

We are pleased to announce that Tecumseh site elementary school library will be open this summer.  Students can come 

and check out books, read books, and participate in the summer AR program where they can earn prizes.  The library 

will be open starting June 1st Mondays through Thursdays until August 5 from 9:30-1:00 with a story time for little 

kids@12:30. 

 

Summer Lunch Program 

The Tecumseh site is offering a summer lunch program that is FREE to all students.  Lunches will be served Monday-

Thursday from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. starting June 1 through August 5.   No lunches served on Fridays. 

 

Report Cards 

Elementary report cards can be picked up in the elementary office beginning June 1.  Summer office hours are 8:00-4:00 

Monday-Thursday.  Report cards will not be released until student fines are paid. 

 

Next Yearôs Classes 

Class assignments will be made later this summer.  Students are assigned to class by: 

¶ Which students can work together or not work together 

¶ Academic leveling (keeping the classes even academically) 

Proportionate number of girls and boys 

Parental requests for class assignments will only be considered for educational reasons and requests must be in writing 

prior to June 1.  In August students will receive a letter from their teacher outlining highlights for the 2010-2011 school 

year and a supply list.  Supply lists will also be in the August newsletter. 

 

Summer Learning 
Studies show children lose one to three months of learning over summer vacation.  They lose even more math skills than 

reading skills.  While your child is out of school during the summer, you can make sure that learning continues.  Here 

are some easy ways to keep your child learning throughout the summer: 

Summer AR ï our elementary library will be open June 1- August 5 from 9:30A.M. -1:00.  Students may check out 

books and take AR tests.  Awards will be given for different successes during this summer reading program. 

Summer School ï students who would benefit from some extra reading and math help have received an invitation 

to attend our Summer school class from July 5-July 29.  If you do not receive a letter but want your child to at-

tend please call me at school. 

Practice flash cards.  Donôt let those math facts your child learned this year disappear.  Review math facts for 5 

minutes a couple times a week to keep your child up-to-date. 

Have fun.  More and more, children (and their parents) face stress in their daily lives.  Be sure you take time during 

the summer to run through the sprinklers, eat ice cream, sit a child in your lap and read, or just look at the 

clouds. 

 



Counselor News by Shelley Moles 

ñDedicated to excellence in education through career, academic, personal and social development for all students!ò 

 

JUNIORS AND SENIORS 2010/2011: 

     Check out the opportunities for college credit or dual credit next year. Peru State College, Southeast Community Col-

lege, and the University of Nebraska-Lincoln offer college courses on-line that juniors and seniors may take for college 

credit. 

     At Johnson County Central, we currently offer Chemistry and Physics for dual credit through Peru State College. Stu-

dents must be juniors or seniors, have at least a ñBò average, and submit their request for college credit to Peru State 

College. In addition, Peru State College offers a special Early Entry tuition reduction. Students can earn 5 semester cred-

its in Chemistry and/or Physics upon successful completion before graduating from high school!  Peru State College also 

offers a variety of on-line courses that are college credit only. 

 Students interested in on-line or distance learning courses offered through Southeast Community College should see 

Mrs. Moles to register this summer. These courses can be taken during a study hall or scheduled class period. Juniors or 

seniors must be approved to take a college course, complete a class registration form, and submit them to the Southeast 

Community College Admissions office. The SCC Business office will send the tuition statement and payment must be 

made before the first day of classes. Books can be ordered online through the SCC Bookstore. 

     The University of Nebraska also offers college credit to juniors and seniors through the on-line Advanced Scholars 

Program. To see a complete list of available courses and descriptions, please check out: http://advancedscholars.unl.edu/

gettingstarted/courses/index.shtml. Students interested need to submit an UNL Advanced Scholars High School Ap-

proval Form (completed by the counselor/principal), UNL Advanced Scholars Tuition Signature Form (completed by 

student and parent/guardian), Visiting Student Application for Admission (completed by student), and $45 application 

check made out to University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Tuition payments do not need to be sent at this time. Application 

materials may be found on-line at: http://advancedscholars.unl.edu/gettingstarted/applicationprocess/index.shtml. 

     Students who qualify under the free and reduced lunch guidelines may seek college tuition funding through the Ne-

braska Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education. This funding can be used for SCC or PSC or UNL tui-

tion. For more information about funding or completing an application for college credit for the 2010-2011 school year, 

please talk to Mrs. Moles. Opportunities for college credit are available for both the fall and spring semesters. College 

tuition funding applications for the year 2010-2011 should be made as soon as possible because of limited funds. 

 

o From May Newsletter - 2010-2011 ACT Testing Dates and Registration: 

     ACT testing dates and registration deadlines for the 2010-2011 school year are listed below. Please note that the reg-

istration deadline for the September test date is before school begins in August. 

  Test Date   Registration Deadline 

 Saturday, September 11, 2010  August 6, 2010  

 Saturday, October 23, 2010  Friday, September 17, 2010 

 Saturday, December 11, 2010  Friday, November 5, 2010 

 Saturday, February 12, 2011  Friday, January 7. 2011 

 Saturday, April 9, 2011   Friday, March 4, 2011 

 Saturday, June11, 2011   Friday, May 6, 2011 

 

     Students may register online at www.actstudent.org. A MasterCard or VISA must be used to pay fees online. The 

www.actstudent.org site also offers FREE practice test questions,  FREE ACT Question of the Day, FREE Test tips, 

FREE ñPreparing for the ACTò booklet in PDF format, and FREE Test Descriptions. The ACT Question of the Day may 

be a painless way for students to prepare for the type of questions on the ACT during the summer! 

     Johnson County Central High Schoolôs school code number is 282 319. 

http://advancedscholars.unl.edu/gettingstarted/courses/index.shtml
http://advancedscholars.unl.edu/gettingstarted/courses/index.shtml
http://advancedscholars.unl.edu/gettingstarted/applicationprocess/index.shtml
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.actstudent.org/


Requesting a High School Transcript:     

      Seniors or other current students applying for postsecondary institutions, educational programs and scholarships 

need to bring a written request from a parent to Johnson County Central School in order for a transcript or other informa-

tion such as class rank, grade point average, or ACT/SAT score to be released.  Transcript Request Forms may be picked 

up from the guidance office. 

     Graduates of Johnson County Central Public Schools or Elk Creek Schools, Nemaha Valley Schools or Tecum-

seh Public School need to submit a written request stating: a) information to send (such as a transcript of grades), b) the 

year of graduation and/or attendance (such as graduated 2003), c) name and address of institution or program to receive 

requested information and finally, the printed name and signature of the former student making the request.  Requests 

may be mailed (Johnson County Central High School, Attn: Mrs. Shelley Moles, 358 N. 6th Street, Tecumseh, NE 

68450) or given to Mrs. Moles in the counselorôs office. 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 
 

SummeréLearning 
by Jon Rother 

 

Summer is a great time to take advantage of many learning opportunities.  Throughout Southeast Nebraska and the sur-

rounding states there are many state parks, museums, and points of interest to visit with your children and to help them 

grow in knowledge and experience.  If you are looking for ideas, visit 

http://www.visitnebraska.gov/ 

for some ideas.  All other states have similar web-sites for travel and tourism. 

The summer season is also an excellent time for setting up some reading times each day.  These can be times where the 

whole family sits down and each reads their own material, or a time when parents read to children.  This tells children 

two things:  reading is important to everyone in the family and parents care enough to take that extra time out of the day.  

Board and card games are also an excellent option for rainy days and cool summer evenings.  These games help students 

learn social skills, math, reading, social studies, science, decision making, and strategizing. 

 

Have a great summer! 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

 

    

    ęSummer Weight Room HoursĚ 

 
   Tecumseh Site    Cook Site 

 

         Monday - Friday     Monday 

   6:00 - 9:00 am     5:00 - 7:00 pm 

   5:00 - 7:30 pm    Wednesday 

         7:30 - 9:00 am 

         Friday 

         7:30 - 9:00 am  
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

http://www.visitnebraska.gov/


 

 

         ęJCC Football 2010Ě 

  
   August 2 - 6       Conditioning 

   August 9 - 13      Conditioning 

   August 10     Two-a-Days Begin  

   September 3     vs. Louisville 

   September 10     vs. Wilber-Claytonia 

   September 17     @ Southern 

   September 24     @ HTRS 

   October 1     vs. Malcolm 

   October 8     vs. Lourdes Central Catholic 

   October 15     @ Weeping Water 

   October 21      vs Palmyra 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thunderbird Volleyball 2010 

 

 The high school volleyball league hosted by Johnson County Central will again be held in June at the middle 

school gym in Cook.  League starts Monday, June 7th and runs every Monday through June.  On Monday, July 5th, the 

league will conclude with a single elimination tournament.  Varsity and JV schedules have been distributed to those who 

have signed up for the league, but copies of both can be found on the school website.  A van will be leaving the high 

school in Tecumseh 45 minutes before the first scheduled game time of the evening.  The only exception to this will be 

the first day of league when many of the girls will already be in Cook for volleyball camp. 

  

 On June 7th and 8th, Iowa State University will be holding a satellite camp at the Cook gym.  This camp is de-

signed for girls entering the 6th-12th grades in the fall.  Camp registration materials have been made available to these 

girls while school was in session.  Additional camp forms can be found on the school website.  The camp will run from 

9:00 to 3:30, with a 90-minute break for lunch.  The camp will include instruction of the fundamental skills of volleyball.  

With three courts available, coaches will be better able to structure the camp around the skill levels of the various ages of 

players attending.   For $75, players will receive 10 hours of instruction and a camp t-shirt.  This price per hour of in-

struction is comparable, and in most cases, less than the camps held at other colleges in our area, with the added benefit 

of not having to commute an hour or more to attend the camp.  ISU was ranked as high as 6th place this past season and 

made it to the Sweet Sixteen round of the NCAA post-season tournament.  Former Johnson County Central player Jamie 

Straube will be one of the Cyclone players working the camp, as well as another ISU player and coach. 

 

 The first day of volleyball practice will begin on August 16th, as allowed by the Nebraska School Activities As-

sociation.  More information on the upcoming season will be coming in early August.  Be sure to schedule a physical 

examination and have your paperwork ready for the first day of fall practices.  Have a safe and fun summer! 

 

Ben Swanson 

JCC Head Volleyball Coach 

 

 



     ñJCC Girls Basketball 2010ò 

This summer the Johnson County Central Lady Thunderbirds will be having a Team Camp for all Girls Grades 7ï 12 on 

specific days throughout the month of June.  During the camp, the girls will be working on their fundamentals of shoot-

ing, rebounding and ball handling.  Also, this summer, the Varsity and JV Girls will be participating in Team Camps in 

Lincoln, Johnson and Sterling.  All of the dates and times are listed below.  If anyone has any questions regarding the 

camps, please call Coach Miller at 402-335-8101 or the school at 402-335-3320.  Hope everyone has a safe and enjoy-

able summer.  

Coach Miller 
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ECRWS 

    Johnson County Central Public Schools  

     Summer Lunch Program  
 

     Who:  Anyone 1 year ï 18 years old 

       Date:  June 1 -  August 5, 2010 

          (No lunches served on Fridays) 

       Time:  11:00 ï 12:30 Monday ï  Thursday 

     Where:  Cafeteria at Tecumseh site 

        Cost:  FREE! 

     Please come join us for lunch! 

 

    QUIENES:  Cualquiera Delano a 18 anos de edad. 

      FECHA:  Mayo 26 ï Julio 31, 2009 

    (En Mayo 26 y Julio 4 no Habra servicio de lunches) 

       HORA:  11:00 ï 12:30 Lunes-Viernes 

     DONDE:  Cafeteria-Tecumseh site 

        COSTO:  GRATIS! 

    Favor ven y reunite con nosotos para el lonche! 

 

Johnson County Central Public Schools announces the sponsorship of the Summer Food Service Program 

for Children.  In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is pro-

hibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability. 

 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 

Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.  20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TTY).  USDA is an 

equal opportunity provider and employer.  

 

 

 
 


