
SUPERINTENDENT NOTES by Jack D. Moles 

 
On February 19 and 20 I again got the pleasure of accompanying our Academic Decathlon team to 

the State Championships at Creighton University.  The Johnson County Central team was able to 

again finish as the state runner-up to Nebraska City Lourdes.  The Super Quiz team, comprised of 

Wade Bartels, Travis Coenen, Laura Johns, Brianna Marr, Michala Remund, and John Sterup won 

this event.  They outscored Brownell-Talbot by 900 points.  The final overall team standings 

found JCC about 700 points ahead of Brownell-Talbot.  Thus, the Super Quiz team was able to 

shine at the right time.  I am very proud of the efforts put in by our team this year.  Other team 

members were Ashley Wessel, Daniel Moles, Grace Sterup, Becca Sterup, and Megan Bursovsky.  

The leadership they received from Jane Antholz and Tina Richardson is especially appreciated.  

Not only did the team compete well, but they represented Johnson County Central as ladies and 

gentlemen. 

 

At the time of this writing out boys basketball team is scheduled to play Lourdes for the sub-

district championship and an opportunity to compete for a berth in the state tournament.  The team 

has also represented JCC on a very high level all year.  Among their accomplishments are the 

ECNC Championship and MUDECAS runner-up trophies.  The girls season has been successful 

with one of their best games being the last game, a narrow defeat to highly ranked Tri-County in 

the sub-district tournament.  I believe the mark of a good team is one that is playing its best at the 

end of the year.  Both of these teams have exhibited that.  Although the wrestling team did not 

qualify any wrestlers for state, I believe this team also was at its best at the end of the season.  The 

lone senior, Steven Carman, especially demonstrated this as he won two matches at districts and 

was only one match from being in the state tournament.  A job well done by all of our winter ath-

letes and their coaches. 

 

As our athletes look toward the spring (there is, after all, a rumor that we will indeed have a spring 

this year), I want to highly encourage our students to be involved in a spring sport.  Of course, the 

boys would have a choice between track and golf, while the girls only have track as an option.  I 

know our underclassmen have goals they want to accomplish athletically in the future.  Taking a 

season off does not equate into reaching those goals.  I look at the schools that we compete with 

and I see that their kids are not taking the spring season off.  I work many of our track meets at the 

Clerk of the Start.  In this role, I see almost every kid who is out for track.  I notice the ñnameò 

athletes who are outðthey are almost always the ones who are reaching their fullest potential.  I 

challenge our students and their parents to stay involved and be out for a sport this spring. 

 

We are now in a phase in our young life as a school district in which we look to the futureðhow 

can we both maintain the special things we have in place, as well as improve ourselves as a 

school.   I would like to point out two efforts being made in looking to the future.  The first is the 

work of our school improvement team.  Every district is required to go through a continuous im-

provement process.  Since the merger, our team was put together under the leadership of high 

school Principal Rick Lester.  Several subcommittees comprise the school improvement team.  

One of the groups has identified the schoolôs mission statement and governing beliefs.  These have 

been approved by the Board of Education and are prominently displayed through our school build-

ings.  In each of the gyms and in the auditorium we have large banners that provide the mission 

statement and governing beliefs.  The teams will soon identify improvement goals and we will 

work toward attaining those goals. 
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The other activity that is starting to take form is the development of goals for the future of the district in a wide variety of 

areas, from academics to activities, to facilities.  The Board and I will meet in a retreat soon to develop an overall vision 

for the future.  From that meeting the Principals, as well as other stakeholders, will be included in developing long range 

goals on the improvement of our school.  Although it is always nice to reflect on your successes, I do not believe it is 

ever good to rest on them.  We must continue to move forward or else we stagnate.   

 

Rick Lester, High School Principal  

Brrr!!  Winter in Nebraska sure has a grip on us here in Johnson County.  Our winter sport and academic activities are 

drawing to a close.  We are gearing up for our second semester parent-teacher conferences.  Once again we are trying to 

upgrade our parent-teacher conferences to make them as convenient as possible for our JCC parents to attend.  The con-

ferences are scheduled for Thursday, March 18 and Tuesday, March 23 from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

 

Hereôs the new format ï On Thursday, March 18th BOTH  middle school and high school teachers will be at the high 

school site in Tecumseh.  The high school teachers will be available in their classrooms (just like 1st semester) and the 

middle school teachers will be set up in the high school gym. 

 

For the conference night on Tuesday, March 23rd, all teachers, high school and middle school will be at the Cook site, in 

both gyms. 

 

We hope this will provide parents who have students at both grade levels ample time to see all their studentsô teachers 

during the conferences. 

 

Again after these conferences we are asking for your input.  We will have a short survey and would really appreciate 

having each parent give their opinion on our newest format for parent-teacher conferences. 

 

In the next few weeks I will be meeting with the students concerning pre-registration for their fall 2010 classes.  They 

will receive a list of their classes and each student will meet individually with our counselor, Mrs. Moles.  After select-

ing their classes for the fall, the students will be required to sign their selected class schedule and you as parents will also 

be required to sign it.  This way you know beforehand what classes your student has signed up for in the fall. 

 

After all students have returned their signed pre-registration forms, I will create the fall schedule, trying to accommodate 

all requested class schedules from your students.  Once the schedule is complete, I will have each student enter their 

classes in the master computer. 

 

Sometime this summer I will print out each individual studentôs schedule and mail them to your home.  If the students 

have no changes to make, all is ok.  If they wish to make changes to their fall class schedule, we will have a day set aside 

prior to the beginning of school to get this taken care of. 

 

I appreciate your time and I look forward to seeing you all at parent-teacher conferences. 

 

Rich Bacon, Middle School Principal  

Parent-Teacher Conferences will take place on Thursday, March 18th and Tuesday, March 23rd from 4:30 to 7:30.  In an 

attempt to make attending the conferences more convenient for parents, the middle school and high school will hold their 

P-T Conferences at the same site.  On Tuesday, March 18th all middle school and high school conferences will be held at 

the high school in Tecumseh and on Tuesday, March 23rd all middle school and high school conferences will be held at 

the middle school in Cook.  Parent-Teacher Conferences is an ideal time for parents and teachers to have detailed con-

versations about childôs current grades, the effort that is being given by their child, the studentôs classroom behavior and 

other issues that are relevant to student learning. Parent-Teacher Conferences also provides your childôs teachers with an 

opportunity to share classroom work or share something positive that your child has done. The dialogue generated at 

Parent-Teacher Conferences is an important element in a studentôs learning process that is beneficial to all and I hope all 

parents will take advantage of this opportunity.  We hope to see you on March 18th or 23rd. 



Johnson County Central was well represented again at the Johnson County Spelling Contest this year. Johnson County 

Central students swept the top 3 places in both the 5th - 6th Grade Division and the 7th ï 8th Grade Division.  Congratula-

tions to the following medal winners! 

 

5th and 6th Grade Division     7th and 8th Grade Division 

 

1st Place Grant Moles  6th Grade  1st Place Justin Long 8th Grade 

2nd Place Eddie Li  6th Grade  2nd Place Brent Beethe 8th Grade 

3rd Place Keelee McClintock 6th Grade  3rd Place Kaycee Bartels 7th Grade 

 

Grant Moles, Eddie Li, Brent Beethe and Kaycee Bartels are all two time medalists for Johnson County Central.  These 

medalists moved on to the District 1 Spelling Contest in Seward.  Congratulations to all participants and good luck to the 

medalists in the next round of competition. 

 

Congratulations also go out to the following Middle School students who were selected to the ECNC Honor Band: 

 

 Gina Crabb  Clarinet    Taylor Dudley  Clarinet 

 Mady Henne  Flute    Leah Tubbesing  Flute/Piccolo 

 Jay Kuhns  French Horn   Ben Goracke  Percussion 

 Justin Long  Tenor Sax   Lauren Klaasmeyer Trombone 

 Grant Badertscher Trumpet   Tiffany Neukirch Trumpet 

 Tyler Speckmann Trumpet 

 

It requires a lot of hard work and practice to earn the right to represent our school in the Honor Band. This is an accom-

plishment that parents, teachers, staff, the administration and, especially, the students should be very proud of. Congratu-

lations! 

 

The Junior High Wrestling season is underway.  Johnson County Centralôs 8 wrestlers did very well at the season open-

ing triangular with Syracuse and Ashland-Greenwood, finishing with the best overall record of the three schools. The 

wrestlers will have meets in Auburn on March 4th, Norris on March 6th,  Malcolm on March 11th, and Nebraska City on 

March 13th.   Good luck to the wrestlers as they finish their season.  GO THUNDERBIRDS! 

 

 

 

Ron Skwarek, Elementary Principal  

Your is Help Needed 

Parents, I could use your help on a couple of issues.  I would like students and parents to use the sidewalks in front of the 

building (please stay off the grass), including before and after school.  This is for safety, will help the grass grow and 

keep the building cleaner.  Students are not to be running, playing tag, or chasing each other after school in front of the 

building.  There is a lot of traffic, parents waiting for students, and students walking home. I am afraid with students run-

ning and chasing each other that someone might get hurt.  Your help and cooperation is greatly appreciated. 

Parent Teacher Conferences 

Parent Teacher Conferences are scheduled for March 18th and March 23rd from 4:30-7:30.  Your child should have 

brought home a letter with the scheduled date and time for your conference.  Please return the bottom section with your 

signature so we know that you received the conference letter.  If that date and time does not work please call the school 

secretary, Kerri, to reschedule. 

There are a couple of things you can do ahead of time that will help lay a foundation with the teacher for helping 

your student:  

Talk to your child.  Find out what he thinks are his best subjects and what subjects he likes the least. Ask why. Also, 

ask your student if there is anything he would like you to talk about with his teacher. Make sure your child does-

n't worry about the meeting. Help him understand that you and his teacher are meeting to help him. If your stu-

dent is in middle or high school, you may want to include him in the conference.  

 



Make a list. Before you go to the meeting, it might help to write down the list of things you want to talk about with 

the teacher. For example:  

o Questions about your student's progress 

o How you, the teacher, and the school can work together to help your child 

o Your student's home life, personality, concerns, habits and hobbies, and other things you feel the teacher should 

know about that might help in working with the student (e.g., religious holidays, music lessons, part-time jobs, a sick 

relative) 

¶ Questions regarding your child 

What subject does my child seem to like most? Least?  

What can I do to help my child with subjects he finds difficult? How can I help him study? Prepare for 

class? Improve his work?  

Is my child trying as hard as he can?  

Does he participate in class discussions and activities?  

How well does my child get along with others?  

Have you noticed changes in the way my child acts? For example, have you noticed squinting, tiredness, 

or moodiness that might be a sign of physical or other problems? 

 

Important March Dates:  

March 5 ï we do have school (make up day for missed school due to snow days) 

March 11 ï end of 3rd quarter 

March 12 ï No school 

March 18- Parent Teacher Conferences 4:30-7:30 

March 23 ï Parent Teacher Conferences 4:30-7:30 
ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

Counselor News   by Shelley Moles 

ñDedicated to excellence in education through career, academic, personal and social development for all students!ò 

 

SPRING TESTING: 

     Nebraska State Reading Assessment: All Johnson County Central students in grades 3-8 and grade 11 will be par-

ticipating in the Statewide Reading Assessment on March 30 and 31. This will be an online test for most students. The 

results are scored by the Nebraska State Department of Education and will be used to help schools measure student pro-

gress in meeting the state reading standards. Students will be scored as advanced, proficient or beginning. Students pre-

pared for this assessment by studying diligently in reading and by taking a practice reading test this fall on the computers 

so they would know how to use online reading tools and how to mark and submit answers.  

     Iowa Tests of Basic Skills and Iowa Tests of Educational Development: Johnson County Central students in 

grades 2-5 will be taking the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills April 6-14, 2010. On the mornings of April 14-15, 2010, stu-

dents in grades 6 through 8 will complete the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills and students in grades 9-11 will complete the 

Iowa Tests of Educational Development. 

     The purpose of achievement testing is to help parents and educators gather information that they can use to improve 

learning. The results also help collect data about student learning that can be used to develop and measure school im-

provement. 

    For most grades, students will take a series of short tests in reading, comprehension, spelling, language, mathematics, 

maps and diagrams, reference materials, science and social studies. The tests are norm-referenced tests and measure how 

well students perform in relation to other students at their same grade level nationwide. 

    Nebraska State Math Practice Assessment: All JCC students in grades 3-8 and 11 will be taking the online state-

wide practice math assessment April 27 and 28. These will be sample math questions used to familiarize students with 

taking the online tests. effective oral and written communication skills. Other information that teachers and parents 

should use to measure a studentôs educational progress is participation in classroom activities, classroom tests, home-

work assignments, and special projects. The results of achievement tests, state assessments and locally developed assess-

ments in math and science will be used by the school improvement team to measure student achievement and to develop 

a plan to continue to increase learning for all students. 



     Get ready for testing: Parents may help their children do as well on these tests as possible by making sure they get 

plenty of sleep and eat a good breakfast, and by being positive about the tests and learning. If your child is ill on the days 

of testing, please notify the school and/or classroom teacher so that make-up testing can be scheduled. 

     Future thoughts: This year students will be tested on math and science state standards locally as they have in previ-

ous years. Next spring students will be take the statewide reading and math tests online, then in the spring of 2012, stu-

dents will take statewide tests in reading, math and science. Because of this shift to spring for all the statewide standards 

testing, the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills and the Iowa Tests of Educational Development will be given in the fall of the 

2010-2011 school year. Fall achievement testing will allow teachers to assess the level of student learning at the begin-

ning of the year and plan educational experiences that will allow students to progress and fill in gaps for learning. Educa-

tion at JCC is not just preparing for tests but preparing students for future learning, careers, and life. 

 

SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES:  

     Automotive Summer Camp:  The Southeast Community College Automotive Summer Camp is for any high school 

students interested in Automotive careers.  It will be held on the Milford campus on June 11 and 12, 2010. Bright stu-

dents who would like the opportunity to experience what it would be like to pursue a career in the automotive field are 

encouraged to apply. This will be strictly a hands-on camp with about a 3-to-1 student-to-instructor ratio. Registration 

deadline is May 7, 2010. The cost of $20 per participant includes tools, meals, housing and tour transportation. Partici-

pants must be 16 years of age. To register or for more information contact Rick Morphew, SCC-Milford Campus, 600 

State Street, Milford, NE 68405-8498 or call 1-800-933-7223 Ext. 8317 or e-mail rmorphew@southeast.edu. Registra-

tion is limited to 52 participants and registrations are ordered by date received. 

     Pratt Summer 2010 Pre-College Program:  Immerse yourself in art, design, architecture, creative writing or critical 

and visual studies July 6-July 30, 2010 at Pratt Institute campuses in Brooklyn, Manhatten or Utica, NY. High school 

students must be at least 16 and have completed their sophomore year. Summer tuition for 4 credits is $2620. Applica-

tion and deposit of $435 is due April 1. Scholarships are available and are due March 15. More information and applica-

tions are available online @ www.pratt.edu/prostudies or see Mrs. Moles.  

REMINER ABOUT SERVICE ACADEMY NOMINATIONS : 

     Juniors who are interested in attending a Service Academy (U.S. Air Force, West Point, U.S. Naval Academy) in the 

fall of 2010 should begin seeking nominations and beginning an application file now. Application files must be com-

pleted by September 2010 and interviews conducted in October/November 2010.  

     If you are interested in attending a service academy, please see Mrs. Moles for more information about beginning 

your application soon. 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

 

JCC Quiz Bowl           by Louie Keim 

Spring is here and for many of us that means it is quiz bowl time.  We began our year with the intra-school quiz bowl 

that involved many or the students at JCC.  Each member of the quiz bowl team forms their own team with other stu-

dents and competes for the title of school champion.  This yearôs competition was won by John Sterup, Laura Johns, 

Megan Bursovsky, Brianna Marr, Adam Aldana.  Our runners up were Daniel Moles, Kassie Gunther, Michelle Vong-

phakdy, and Ellen Mannschreck. 

The first competition we attended was the State Science Bowl at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln student union.  As 

in the past the competition here was very stiff.  Our team with Daniel Moles, Wade Bartels, Ashley Wessel, Joe Gillott, 

and Brittney Lester made it through the morning round robin matches and qualified for the afternoon tourney where they 

faced Bellevue West and Millard South.   Though we did not win, it is still accomplishment to qualify for the tourney 

among all classes in the state. 

Our next competition is the MUDECAS Conference Quiz Bowl held at SCC Beatrice.  This year we are having a set of 

round robin matches before playing an 8-team double elimination tourney.  The round robin matches will begin March 

25th at 10:00.  Anyone interested in attending should be well entertained. 

Following the MUDECAS quiz bowl we will have an ESU 4 State Qualifying competition in late March or early April. 

mailto:rmorphew@southeast.edu
http://www.pratt.edu/prostudies


High School Science                                                                                                                   by Bob Eichenberger 

 

Gen. Science - grade 9 

  The two sections of general science have been learning about motion and momentum in chapter 18. They can distin-

guish between distance and displacement and velocity vs. speed. The students have also explored acceleration, mass and 

inertia. Lab activities focused on speed and velocity and graphing the lab results. 

Chemistry - grades 10-12 

   Students in general chemistry are presently studying about the concepts related to chemical bonding. They have 

learned that the concepts of electronegativity and electron configuration are important in determining types of chemical 

bonding. They have also become familiar with different types of molecular geometry. The lab investigation for this 

chapter relates to energy and entropy in phase changes of sodium thiosulfate. 

Physics - grades 11-12 

   The physics students have just completed the chapter dealing with forces and Newton's 3 laws of motion. Forces di-

rectly affect motion, acceleration and mechanical resonance. Students have discussed the misconceptions about forces as 

well as the results of force application. They have learned about related topics of friction, air drag and periodic motion. 

The lab investigations gave the students more information on equilibrium forces and pendulum motion. 

 

Early Entry Program  - 

   Once again JCC and Peru State College are teaming up to offer dual-credit courses in chemistry and physics at the JCC 

High School. Juniors and seniors at JCC can take the classes at the high school and earn college credit for their efforts. 

The cost per credit hour through this program is about one-third of the tuition cost at Peru State, and about one-twentieth 

of the cost at Creighton University. The credits will be accepted by most of the area colleges and universities and are 

usually applied to general studies requirements. Another advantage of this program is that the students do not have to 

purchase expensive text and lab manuals at the college. Instructor for the dual credit classes is Bob Eichenberger. 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

 

 

High School Math:  Applied Math 1 

By Ben Swanson 

 

ñWhen am I ever going to have to know how to do this?ò  This is a question every math teacher has probably 

been asked numerous times.  Admittedly, it is not always an easy question to answer, and often takes some creative 

thinking to connect the concepts being taught to real world situations a freshman or sophomore can relate to.  However, 

that question has not been asked lately in Applied Math 1, as we are studying the uses of percents. 

 Much of the prior knowledge students have about percents comes from calculating their grades on homework 

assignments, or from their experiences as young consumers.  Most students have purchased an item and received a dis-

count that was expressed as a percent, and then were charged a percent sales tax on the item as well.  Some students may 

also have experience with a savings account, and have witnessed their account grow due to the percent of interest they 

are earning. 

 Students also learned of the uses of percents in situations they could likely encounter later in life such as prop-

erty tax, income tax, and sales commission rates.  Percents are also frequently found in advertisements, and students 

need to understand them in order to make wise decisions with their purchases.  Many of the articles and graphics in 

newspapers use percents, and students need to be able to read and understand their significance to become informed citi-

zens.  Calculating a percent in your head can also be a useful skill for situations such as leaving a tip at a restaurant.  

With so many practical everyday uses, students can easily see the importance of learning about percents.  (And that gives 

me a break from answering that old familiar question!) 



 

Electric vehicles ready for fourth seasoné     by Rick Richard 

 

The electric vehicles are hoping for another successful rally season.  Last year, was highlighted by winning the state en-

durance race at Pacific Junction.  The n-35 also finished 2nd at Elk Creek and Johnson. 

The cars are going to move up in class this year.  The race teams are looking forward to the new competition.  We feel 

that the cars this year have several new innovations that will make us compitive the new classification. 

Member of the S 35 car are Brandon Borrenpohl, Logan Driskell, Seth Parrish, Rick Reyes.  The steering on this car is 

different in its setup that what we have done before with the components going over the driver it seems to be very prom-

ising. 

The A 67 car members are Justin Bartels, Robert Broadfoot, Ethan Dresen, Bryant Flewelling, Spencer Kerner, Lucas 

Lada, and Alex Thompson.  This car has a newly designed drive mechanism and a very unique seating arrangement.  

They are also planning on making an aluminum skin on the body. 

I would like to personally thank the Johnson Chamber of Commerce, Frank Foetish, Jeff and Joan Peters and Time War-

ner Cable for generous donations to our race team.  The team needs some more sponsors to complete the year. If your are 

interested please contact Rick Richard at the high school. 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Industrial Tech Classes @ Cook site       by Greg Morris 

7th Grade        

All 7 th graders have been studying woodworking since the start of the 2nd quarter.    They have studied sections 

on soft and hardwoods, layout tools, and many hand tools that our wood shop has available.  They have also 

spent time studying the different types of joints used in woodworking and how to construct those joints to 

make a strong joint.  Demonstrations to each student on how to prepare wood for finishing, fixing defects, and 

actually finishing a wood project with stain and polyurethane were presented.   

The students learned these techniques and then applied them while building a birdhouse.  Each student was 

given a diagram of a birdhouse and with only a very few pre-cut pieces they cut out the pieces with a band 

saw, hand sanded the individual boards, and then assembled the birdhouse.  They used techniques in hand 

sanding, drilling, fastening wood together with metal fasteners, layout, and preparing wood for finishing.  

When all assembled and sanded, the students will then stain and apply a final coat of polyurethane.   

Most of the students are in the final stages of production at this writing.  Tristan Attebery was the first 7th 

grader to finish his birdhouse.  As you can see from his picture he is quite proud of the project. 

8th Grade        

All 8 th graders have been studying woodworking since the middle of the 2nd quarter.  They have learned about 

using the smaller power tools that our wood shop has available.  Those tools include the band saw, spindle 

sander, disk sander, router, drill press, and electric pad sanders.  They have also spent time learning how to 

glue wood together, preparing defects in wood, staining, applying finish to wood, and finally a section on how 

to paint properly. 

At the same time, the 8th graders have been applying those newly learned skills to making a foot stool.  They 

were provided with the wood already cut to dimension for the most part and then they have sanded it to perfec-

tion with the electric power tools provided.  Once it was approved to be assembled they put it together using 

dowel rods and glue.  Each student was allowed to personalize their foot stool with a name or symbol to their 

choosing.  Once it was assembled the students then applied stain and finished it with a coat of polyurethane. 

Most of the 8th graders are in the final stages of production at this writing.  Most of the projects should be com-

pleted by the first of March.  Chris Weisbrook was the first 8th grader to finish his foot stool.  As you can see 

from this picture he has accomplished quite a feat.   

 


