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  I had a great week of being reminded why I do what I do.  I love what I doðI canôt imagine 

doing anything else.  However, when I get bogged down with the minutiae of paperwork, budg-

ets, timelines, etc., I occasionally lose sight of the real reason why Iôm in this business.  Iôm in it 

for kids and helping kids to succeed.  Let me provide a synopsis of my week (plus a day or two): 

 

¶ I was able to walk nine holes at Riverside Golf Club in Grand Island to watch Whit-

ney Pfister play in the State Golf Meet.  Although Whitney struggled for the first few 

holes, the final 3 holes I watched were exceptionally strong for her. 

¶ I watched our cross country athletes compete in the district meet at Malcolm.  Laura 

Johns, a junior, qualified for the state meet in Kearney by finishing in the top 15.  We 

had hoped to possibly have another runner make it, but Angie Martinez unfortunately 

became ill the day of districts.  She did try to run, but was not able to complete this 

race.  I was very proud of all of our kids, but especially of these two young ladies for 

entirely different reasons. 

¶ We saw in the news that Kyle Goracke (Tecumseh Class of 2006) was named the 

Rocky Mountain Athletic Conference Defensive Player of the Week.  Kyle is a de-

fensive back at the Colorado School of Mines.  Against Adams State College he had 

an interception, made six tackles, and recovered a fumble for a touchdown.  Al-

though I never had Kyle in school, I take a little bit of liberty in claiming him as one 

of ours. 

¶ Lisa Niedermeyer (JCC Class of 2009) was in Louisville, Kentucky, for the National 

FFA Convention.  Lisa was selected to sing in the National FFA Chorus, an honor 

she has received twice. 

¶ Laura Johns was notified that she had been selected for the Nebraska State Honor 

Choir, a very high honor.  I have attended the past two All State concerts and have 

been extremely impressed. 

¶ Our football team won its third game of the year with a win over Palmyra.  Although 

this doesnôt seem overly impressive, one must remember that this is the highest vic-

tory total in our short school history.  Going into the last weekend of play there is 

still a chance that we will qualify for the state playoffs. 

¶ Michala Remund and Grace Sterup were selected as Honorable Mention All-

Conference in softball. 

¶ I recently stopped to visit on the street with Jose Martinez (JCC , ô09).  Jose was in 

his Army Reserve fatigues.  He told me he was possibly going to start college soon, 

but was very much considering going into active duty in the Army.  Iôve often said 

that few things make me prouder of our kids than when one goes in the U.S. Armed 

Forces. 

¶ Josh Dieckgrafe and Holly Weber were elected by our student body as Homecoming 

King and Queen.   This is always a meaningful honor for students and I believe is 

usually a testament to how they treat others. 

¶ On Wednesday, Oct. 21, I had one of my favorite experiences ever as I watched Iowa 

State defeat Nebraska in volleyball.  Even though I watched the team I love and sup-

port getting beat, watching Jamie Straube (Johnson County Central Class of ô09) lead 

the Cyclones to victory was very special.  I had the opportunity to first-hand watch 

years of hard work come together in a fantastic match for Jamie and her teammates.  

In her first match against Nebraska she was able to lead Iowa State to its first win 



 

   

 

We will again host Veterans Day programs at both the Tecumseh and Cook sites.  Both programs will begin at 10:45 

a.m.  Featured speakers will be John Baum and Greg Liberty.  Both programs will feature musical performances by 

students. The programs are open to the public.  An added feature is that we invite all veterans and their spouses to re-

main after the programs for lunch, courtesy of the school.  If you plan to stay for lunch please call Bev Wiebke at the 

Tecumseh site (335-3320) or Julie Damme at the Cook site (864-4171). 

against the Huskers in volleyball (after 74 previous losses). To make the night even more perfect, the match ended on a 

stuff block by Jamie and  one of her teammates.  Being able to watch this with several other Johnson County Central 

supporters, including Jamieôs family, made it even more specialða very emotional night for all. 
 

  So, these are the things I get the opportunity to experience that make my career special.  I get to see kids from different 

backgrounds and abilities find their own measures of success.  When this success comes together it makes what we do as 

Principalės Corner 

Rick Lester, High School Principal  

  The first Parent/Teacher Conference for the 2009-2010 school year for Johnson County Central are October 28 and 29 

from 5:00 p.m. ï 8:00 p.m.  We are changing the format of these conferences for the high school and every high school 

studentôs family will receive a letter in the mail the week of October 13, which details this change.  Basically, we are 

requiring all students to attend the Parent/Teacher Conference with their parent or guardian.  We are trying to encourage 

every family to attend the conferences and are planning a nice reward for the school students if we have at least 70 per-

cent attendance in the high school. 
 
  Below are some suggestions to help you in preparing for a successful Parent/Teacher Conference and to get the most 

out of your meeting while creating the least amount of anxiety. 

 

¶ Relax ï parents should not approach a conference with the negative aspect of their childôs behavior but 

rather see teachers as partners in creating positive changes for their student.  Come from the approach of 

ñwhat can we do together?ò  ñWhat can I do at home to help my child do better in school?ò 

¶ Be prepared ï before the conference you need to do your own homework.  Talk to your student about 

school, their favorite/least favorite subject, what they like/dislike about school.  Casually spend a few days 

asking your student about school, donôt try to pry all this information out of them right before the confer-

ence. 

¶ Ask question ï try to be specific when asking questions at you conference.  ñHow is Brittney doing?ò is way 

too broad.  Try asking ñWhat is Brittney best at?ò or ñWhat is the most challenging activity for Brittney?ò  

ñWhat are her strengths and weaknesses in this subject?ò  ñHow much time should my student spend on 

homework?ò  ñDoes my child get along with others; does she seem to have any close friends?ò  If you donôt 

understand the educational jargon, ask for clarification.  Itôs okay to not understand.  This is not a test, ask so 

that you understand. 

¶ Be honest ï you should also explain to the teacher how your student behaves at home, their interests and 

talents.  While it might be hard, you should let the teacher know about any stressful changes at home, such 

as job loss or divorce.  The teacher needs to know about any changes that might affect your studentôs aca-

demic performance. 

¶ Be open-minded ï there may be times you disagree with a teacher, but remember your childôs teacher spends 

a significant amount of time with your child.  If a teacher expresses to you that an academic or behavioral 

problem is present, it is important to listen to their concerns and remember that your child may act differ-

ently at home that at school.  If you disagree, express your concerns immediately and respectfully. 

 

  I hope these suggestions are helpful.  Just remember, we are all working on the same goal: to insure that your son or 

daughter is academically successful at Johnson County Central. 



Rich Bacon, Middle School Principal  

  The first quarter ended on Thursday, October 15th and grades should be processed and report cards should be in parentsô 

hands by the time this newsletter is printed.  Hopefully, all parents were able to attend Parent-Teacher Conferences at the 

end of October.  Parent-Teacher Conferences provide parents with a unique opportunity to sit down with their childôs 

teachers and discuss their progress in a one on one setting.  If you were unable to attend Parent-Teacher Conferences I 

hope you contact your childôs teachers if you have any concerns.  I would encourage every parent to sit down with each 

of their children and discuss their grades and homework, not just at the end of every 9 week quarter, but on a weekly ba-

sis.  Is your child making adequate progress? Are they working to their ability?  Future academic success is dependent 

on students mastering the work at their current grade level.  If your child didnôt perform to your expectations or failed a 

class, parents and their children need to sit down and set goals to improve their academic performance. If your child isnôt 

earning the grades they are capable of, the best solution is usually good old fashioned hard work.  Good students pay 

attention in class and ask questions when they donôt understand. Good students use their class time wisely. Good stu-

dents take homework home and actually study without listening to their iPods or having some other distraction in the 

room.  Usually, there are no quick fixes to solving academic shortcomings, but students who approach their school work 

with clear cut goals and objectives in mind, generally see improvement in their schoolwork.   

  The Johnson County Central students in grades 5 ï 8 had the honor of listening to former Tecumseh High School 

graduate, Matt Davison, speak at an assembly at the Middle School.  As part of his foundation, Creating Captains, Mr. 

Davison has traveled across the state of Nebraska speaking to thousands of students at school assemblies and football 

camps about living a life guided by the four core values of character, courage, leadership and respect. The Creating Cap-

tains foundation strives to help turn the students of today into the leaders of tomorrow. The program is designed to em-

power student athletes to live a life of character. By engaging youth with positive messages early in their lives, Creating 

Captains instills values and teaches lessons that last a lifetime. Throughout his presentation Mr. Davison challenged JCC 

students to have the courage to do the right thing and make a positive impact on the school environment and the lives of 

others.  

  The Junior High Volleyball and Football teams have concluded their seasons.  The football team showed vast improve-

ment throughout the season and finished with a 2 ï 2 record.  All three volleyball teams finished with a winning record.  

The A-team finished with a 6 ï 4 record, the B-team finished undefeated at 8 ï 0 and the C-team finished with a 5 -1 re-

cord.  Congratulations to the boys and girls who competed for the Thunderbirds this year and Football Coaches Faris, 

Robeson, and Giesbrecht, and Volleyball Coaches Borcher and Mahoney.   

Ron Skwarek, Elementary Principal  

Read Aloud With Your Child  

  Your child loves it when you read aloud to her/him.  But sharing stories is more than just fun-itôs also educational!  

When you read to your child you: 

¶ Spark imagination and creativity. 

¶ Boost listening skills. 

¶ Expand knowledge. 

¶ Teach appreciation for books, stories, and language. 

¶ Build vocabulary 

¶ Increase observations. 

¶ Nurture problem-solving skills 
 
Parent Access to Online Grades 

  Many parents have been checking their studentôs grades online since parent-teacher conferences.  Teachers are asked to 

post their grades weekly by Monday from the previous weekôs assignments.  This is a wonderful tool for parents to 

check their childôs progress. 

  If you would like access to the online system you must stop in the elementary office to obtain your login information.  

If you are having problems viewing your childôs online grades stop in the elementary office for help. 
 
Important November Dates: 

 November 13   No School (teacher In-service) 

 November 25  2:00 Dismissal 

 November 26-27 No School (Thanksgiving Break) 



Counselor News 

 by Shelley Moles 

ñDedicated to excellence in education through career, academic, personal and social development for all students!ò 

 

Financial Aid Night at Johnson County Central High School on Thursday, November 12, 2009: 

     A representative from EducationQuest will share information about financial aid on Thursday, November 12, at 7:00 

p.m. at the high school building of Johnson County Central Public School in Tecumseh. Seniors and their parents are 

invited to attend to learn about the types of financial aid available to meet educational needs. Topics generally include: 

applying for grants such as Pell Grants and Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants (SEOG), applying for scholar-

ships, loan applications and filing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) forms. Juniors and their par-

ents are also welcome and encouraged to attend.  

     Parents and students may also visit the Education Quest website at www.educationquest.com or the EducationQuest 

Foundation office at 1300 ñOò Street in Lincoln for other FREE college planning resources. 

 

Nebraska Career Connections:      

     Students, parents, educators and other adults and jobseekers are welcome to use the educational and career planning 

resources found on the Nebraska Career Connections website. Designed for Nebraskans, Nebraska Career Connections is 

a collaborative effort of several state agencies and non-profit organizations including the NE Dept. of Education, NE 

Dept. of Labor, NE Dept. of Economic Development, EducationQuest, Future Force NE and others to coordinate re-

sources and services through efficient and effective online access for all Nebraskans. 

     Some of the goals of Nebraska Career Connections are to connect Nebraskans to a variety of career exploration, plan-

ning, and management resources, create an awareness of high-demand Nebraska occupations, connect interest, skill, and 

work value inventories to educational options and occupations, help develop 4- or 6-year educational plans, write profes-

sional-looking resumes, and guide occupational exploration and selection of postsecondary schools and majors. 

      Many resources are available without logging into the site such as career clusters and searches, postsecondary op-

tions, and financial aid.  

     Students at Johnson County Central High School who want to ñGet Connectedò (build a resume, develop a 4 year 

high school plan, or take an interest, skills, or work value survey and save results to an online portfolio) should ask Mrs. 

Moles for the details (password, school access code, survey codes) and then log on to the Nebraska Career Connections 

website at: www.nebraskacareerconnections.org !  

 

ASVAB Testing for Juniors: 

     Junior students will be taking the Armed Service Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) on Thursday, December 10, 

2009 at Johnson County Central High School. 

     The ASVAB helps students identify abilities and compare their test performance to other students at their grade level.  

     Students may use ASVAB results to explore careers and to judge academic readiness to pursue advanced education. 

Results may also be used for military enlistment up to two years after taking the test. ASVAB information is not made 

available to the Selective Service System.  

      Seniors who are interested in taking the ASVAB should contact Mrs. Moles to be included in the testing.  

 

Sophomores and Parents  

     The PLAN Assessment is scheduled for sophomore students on Tuesday morning, November 17.  This test is a great 

way for 10th grade students to get ready to take the ACT test in their junior or senior year because it covers the same con-

tent areas ï English, Math, Reading, and Science Reasoning ï and has the same types of questions.  PLAN also gives 

students an estimated ACT score, in interest inventory that may help students focus on career goals and a way to begin 

the college selection process. 

 

http://www.educationquest.com/
http://www.nebraskacareerconnections.org/


 Sophomore Summer Leadership Opportunities - Applications due November 20: 

     Hugh OôBrian Youth Leadership Seminar:  June 2010. Specific date and site information not currently available. The 

HOBY seminar is a summer leadership development experience for sophomore students. To be eligible, sophomore stu-

dents must demonstrate leadership in their school and/or community and be nominated by their school. The cost of $150/

students includes lodging, meals, and guest speakers. Johnson County Central High School may nominate one represen-

tative and one alternate.      

     Nebraska Youth Leadership Seminar: June 17-20, 2010 at Doane College in Crete, NE. The Nebraska Youth Leader-

ship seminar is a summer leadership opportunity to recognize and develop Nebraskaôs outstanding young leaders. NLS 

focuses on three key areas: strengths-based leadership, civic engagement and peer/leader interaction. It encourages team-

work in solving problems, and develops skills that students can apply in their schools and communities. The cost for the 

4-day seminar is $150/student and includes lodging, meals, transportation, and guest speakers. Johnson County Central 

High School may nominate two representatives to attend.      

     Nomination applications for both of these leadership seminars will be given to all sophomore students. Students who 

are interested need to return their application to Mrs. Moles by November 20, 2009!  

     For more information about either the Hugh OôBrian Youth Leadership Seminar or the Nebraska Youth Leadership 

Seminar, please see Mrs. Moles.  

 

Americanism Youth Conference ï March 4-7, 2010 for students in grades 10-12: 

     A unique program for high school students in grades 10, 11 and 12, the Americanism Youth Conference offers a rare 

opportunity for participation in a four-day residential program. It focuses on the discussion of current issues facing the 

United States from a historical and global perspective on constitutional law and government. Participation is by invita-

tion only and based on application and essay.  

 

     An experienced and expert faculty will conduct seminars and lead students from around the country in discussions 

and on field trips to Philadelphia and Valley Forge. 

     Students who want to attend this educational and interesting conference need to submit an application form and essay 

to the American Legion Auxiliary Post 360 in Cook by November 24, 2009. Students must be in good standing and show 

demonstrated leadership potential through extra-curricular activities and community service.   

     Students selected to participate in the Americanism Youth Conference will have their program fee paid by the Ameri-

can Legion Auxiliary sponsoring department or unit. Please see Mrs. Moles for more information and an application!    

 

A Note to Athletes: 

     Students wishing to compete in college athletics or receive an athletics scholarship need to be sure to check out the 

requirements for participation from the college they plan to attend. In general for participation during the first year, Divi-

sion I colleges and universities will require at least 16 core courses that include 4 years of English, 3 years of mathemat-

ics (algebra I or higher), 2 years of natural or physical sciences, 1 extra year of English, mathematics or natural/physical 

science, 2 years of social science and 4 years of extra courses (from any category previously listed or foreign language or 

philosophy) and achieve a combined SAT or ACT sum score that matches the studentôs core-course grade-point average 

in the grade point average and test score index. (For example, a 3.0 GPA with a combined ACT score of 52, a 2.0 GPA 

with a combined ACT score of 86, or a 3.5 GPA with a combined ACT score of 39 would all qualify.) 

     For participation in Division II colleges and universities and to receive a scholarship, a student must graduate from 

high school, complete at least 14 core courses that include 3 years of English, 2 years of mathematics (algebra I or 

higher), 2 years of natural or physical science, 2 extra years of English, mathematics or natural/physical science, 2 years 

of social science and 3 years of additional courses (from any category previously listed or foreign language or philoso-

phy), have a 2.00 GPA in core courses and achieve a combined SAT score of 820 or a sum score of 68 on the ACT.  

     Students wanting to participate in Division III college athletics should contact the college for its policies on financial 

aid, practice and competition. 

     The core courses from Johnson County Central that meet the definition of approved core courses are available at 

www.ncaaclearinghouse.net. That website also contains more detailed information about NCAA participation. 

http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.net/


 

High School Spanish          by Marsha Bacon 

 

Spanish I 

The Spanish I class is delving into the Spanish language.  They are learning vocabulary and grammar used in daily ac-

tivities.  They practice their pronunciation skills by reading various documents, including short stories, listening to audio 

recordings, and singing songs about the basics of the Spanish language. The beginning of November is a special time in 

the Spanish I classroom. Students will begin to research El Día de Los Muertos or the Day of the Dead, an important 

Mexican holiday.  In addition, these students are beginning to learn more complex skills such as verb conjugation and 

sentence writing. 

 
Spanish II 

Spanish II is beginning their semester project. Students will be working in small groups to create a video to demonstrate 

the uses of the verbs Ser, Estar, and Tener. Students are expected to create examples of the verbs and then construct a 

video using iMovie, Power Point, and possibly Flash programs on the Mac laptops that are new to the high school this 

year. The video is a great opportunity for students to incorporate their Spanish knowledge with technology. 

 

Spanish III 

Spanish III students will begin their journey into reflexive and past tense verbs, or preterite verbs. Students will learn 

how to conjugate regular and irregular verbs in the preterite tense. For a semester project they will write a Christmas 

story for elementary students using preterite and reflexive verbs.   
 

IV  

Spanish IV just completed a chapter over food and kitchen terminology. At the conclusion of that chapter students went 

to the kitchen to create a few dishes. Their first food project was to follow a Spanish recipe and make a dessert. Then 

students made empañadas from scratch for the main course. ¡Qué rico!  Spanish IV students will continue to learn food 

terminology typical of outdoor activities, such as camping, in their next chapter. 

 

Elementary Spanish 

Fridays are special in the Spanish room because the high school students go to the elementary to teach Spanish. Grades k

-5 at the Tecumseh site participate in lessons created by the high school students to help learn Spanish vocabulary words. 

Both groups really enjoy the opportunity to teach and learn from this collaboration. 

 

High School Social Studies     

    by Steve Nolte 

  I can't believe the school year is already a fourth done!  We have been 

busy in the social studies department.  Our World History class has 

been studying the different religions of the world.  Students have 

learned that there are many different and unique religions on our planet.  

The study of these gives them a better understanding of why so many 

wars have been fought through the ages.  Geography students have 

learned about the different climates of the world, landforms and their 

states.  We have also covered the history of Johnson and Otoe counties 

and learned how each town got their name.  In U.S. Military History, 

we studied the United States' involvement in WWI.  We have now 

started an in-depth look at our military policy between WWI and 

WWII.  This gives students a better idea of how the United States be-

came a world power.  Hope everyone has a great fall!!!! 



VOCAL MUSIC ï Mr. Tom Doran  

Michelle Vongphakdy - Reporter 

 

Johnson County Central Choir is off to a great start!  We recently had students attend the All-State auditions 

held in Crete on October 10.  Those students auditioning were Wade Bartels, Logan Dorsey, Laura Johns, Michelle 

Vongphakdy, Ashley Wessel, and Brittany Wolken.  The results were posted online October 20 with Laura Johns be-

ing selected to participate in this years Nebraska All-State honor choir.  Wade Bartels and Michelle Vongphakdy were 

selected as alternates.  The event takes place in Lincoln November 18, 19, & 20.  The final concert will be 4:30 PM 

Friday, November 20, at the Lied Center for Performing Arts.  Congratulations! 

Our 2nd Annual Pie Night will take place Thursday, November 5 at the High School.  

The vocal music students of Mr. Doran and Mrs. Goodrich will perform in the Auditorium with pie being 

served (free will donation) in the cafeteria between performing groups.  The concert starts at 7:00 PM.  Families with 

students whose last names begin with A-L are asked to bring a pie (only one pie per family) to the high school by 5:00 

on November 5th. 

The following students have been selected by Mr. Doran to attend the East Central Nebraska Conference 

honor choir.  Sopranos: Kassie Guenther, Laura Johns, Brittany Wolken, and alternates Ana Repp & Christine Wel-

lensiek;  Altos: Chelsea Borrenpohl, Chandra Hazen, Michelle Vongphakdy, Ashely Wessel, and alternate Madeline 

Beadell; Tenors: Logan Dorsey & Ethan Dresen; Basses: Adam Aldana, Wade Bartels, Logan Driskell, Elias Green, 

and alternate Chris Crayton. Congratulate these students when you have a chance.  The 7:00 PM ECNC honor choir 

concert will be held in Weeping Water on Monday, November 9. 

 Choir officers have been elected with the results as thus: President ï Chandra Hazen, Vice President ï Chel-

sea Borrenpohl, Secretary ï Logan Dorsey, Treasurer ï Madeline Beadell, and Report ï Michelle Vongphakdy. 

STUDENTS ENJOY A VARIETY OF PE ACTIVITIES  

Instr.: Mr. Hutt  
 

  Our K thru 5th grade students have PE Classes everyday of the week.  They meet for 25 minutes each day for a total of 

125 minutes per week.  These students complete a different 5 minute warm-up each day that may include; jogging, walk-

ing, jumping rope, exercises, and wall stretch.  We work to strengthen the upper body, lower body, and the core.  We 

work on jumping and balance and flexibility.  Following the warm-up the students enjoy a game or exercise activity.  

Grades K thru 5 have been introduced to the Speed Cup Stacking Activity.  The students have enjoyed this and really 

improve with practice. This activity is fun and is great for eye-hand coordination skill work. The K-3 classes have been 

working on team cooperation and listening/action  skills while using the parachute.  The K-2 classes also have worked 

with the Roller Racers and Hula Hoops.  All of the classes have participated with the scooter boards.  Grades 4 and 5 

have been playing a game called Newcome.  It is a form of volleyball, using catching and throwing skills.  There has to 

be teamwork and cooperation and movement to be successful.  They have also been involved in volleyball and ultimate 

football games, and body movement relays.  All of our grade 2 thru 5 students spent 3 periods working on proper tech-

nique for throwing, catching, tucking and running with a football.  Every student rotated to be the Quarterback for a se-

ries of 4 or 5 throws and received many repetitions.  The skill improvement by day 3 was amazing.  Safety, fun and exer-

cise are stressed in all activities. 

  The 9th grade classes have been playing volleyball and ultimate football.  They will now prepare to participate in a basic 

archery unit. 

  The Advanced PE class has completed an Archery Unit.  They tested on safety, skills, bow stringing, parts of the arrow 

and bow, target point values, and range shooting rules.  Each student received 2 days of notes and completed a 4 page 

written test prior to shooting.  There are many talented archers in the senior class.  This class has also played volleyball, 

double volleyball, and volleyball eliminator. 



JCC-FBLA Continues to Grow 

By Angie Huskey 

 
  JCCôs 2009-2010 FBLA Chapter has grown to a respectable 46 members.  This yearôs 

officers are: President-Ash Albers, Vice President-Brittney Lester, Treasurer-Ashley 

Wessel, Secretary/News reporter-Brittany Wolken and Historian/Parliamentarian-

Michelle Vongphakdy. 

  Our members have filled their schedules with many fundraising and community            

service, and leadership opportunities during September and October and it wonôt slow 

down much in November. The following are a few of the activities that have been          

keeping our members busy: 

 

  Fundraising: 

¶ Clubôs Choice Food Fundraiser-which is our major fundraising event.  We had such success with this com-

pany, that we are repeating it again this year.  This fundraiser ended on Oct. 23rd. 

¶  Kiss The ???? Contest-held annually during Homecoming week.  In this contest, the student body votes 

for the senior homecoming candidate that they want to see kiss the mystery thing/animal by placing spare 

change in a jar during lunchtime.  The candidate with the most money in their jar by the end of the week will 

ñwin a kissò with the mystery animal at the homecoming pep rally. 
  Community Service 

¶ Trick or Treat for the food pantry-FBLA members are asked to dress up and go ñtrick or treatingò around the area asking for a 

non-perishable food item that will be donated to the local food pantries. 

¶ Individual service hours-Students continually work on individual service hours that are counted toward our state goal of total 

hours worked/donated each year. 

  Leadership: 

¶ Fall Leadership Conference (FLC) in Omaha-The FBLA officers attended FLC, in Omaha at the end of September.  FLC is 

aimed at jumpstarting the studentsô desire and willingness to lead their fellow students.  We listened to a variety of inspira-

tional and upbeat speakers as well as attended some very important officer seminars before heading back to JCC to share what 

they learned and the ideas that blossomed while in Omaha. 

¶ American Business Competition at UNL-November 4th- 25 students attending 

¶ Peru Business Contest-February TBA 

¶ Beatrice Business Contest-February TBA 

¶ State Leadership Conference-in Omaha-April 8-10 

 

Sixth Grade Science & Math @ Cook       by Alta Bohling 

Digging Up Our Treasure of ñStuffò 

 

  We, as humans, throw away so much óstuffô in our garbage that travels to a landfill.  The first week of school we de-

cided to investigate what would happen if we made our own little landfill by bringing items that we thought would de-

compose and items we thought would not decompose.  We went outside, dug a hole, created a map of where we dug our 

mini landfill, and placed our óstuffô in the ground.  Included in some of our buried treasures were common items like 

plastic bottles, pens, apples, DIAPERS, erasers, hair, aluminum cans, etc.  As nine weeks rolled around, a question was 

quite often asked in class.  ñWhen are we going to dig up our decomposition projects?ò  And Mrs. Bohling would reply, 

ñWhen it is warmer and drier.ò  Then came this past Monday.  70 degrees!!  Perfect!!  We dug up our óstuffô and were 

quite amazed at what we saw!!  A lot of our treasures were still perfect, including those diapers!! (Wetter, but still 

there!!)  Most food items were showing signs of ooey-gooey, yuk!!  Which is GOOD!!  However we need to think of the 

long term items that we are throwing away in our big landfills .  How long will they be there before they decompose?  

We are continuing our project.  We placed all of our óstuffô back into the ground and we will dig it up again at the end of 

the school year. 



 Level 3 classroom @ Cook site        by Judy Harper 

  The students in Room 107, Johnson County Central, Cook are enjoying the beautiful au-

tumn season.  They have delighted listening to many lovely books emphasizing the brilliant 

colors and plentiful harvest of fall.  

  Currently, the hopes of the class are with the football team as they prepare for the Home-

coming parade, the football game, the crowning of the royalty, the dance, and the return 

visits of former students. 

  Realizing we are in the middle of the month of October, there is certainly the discussion 

of Halloween.  The students are considering what costumes are good, what treats are good, 

what are good party games, and how do you bob for apples.  Opinions to these questions 

vary, but as the 31st draws closer, some conclusions may be reached.  

Third Grade News @ Tecumseh site       by Robin Heidemann 

  Third Grade is into the news. Every morning we read local, national, and world news. We are gaining valuable infor-

mation about our world, vocabulary, informative writing, and map skills. The news is a great way for us to begin to rec-

ognize a world bigger than ourselves. 

  Autumn is a season of change. We are learning to write informative paragraphs about the changes we are noticing. It is 

fun to watch our earth change. Cursive writing is right around the corner. As third graders we eagerly anticipate the day 

when we can read and write cursive. Our cursive pencil will be put to the paper at the end of the month. We are growing 

up! 

  October is full of fun activities. Homecoming is a treat for us. We enjoy preparing for the parade and spending the af-

ternoon with our friends from the Cook site. We are optimistic our Thunderbirds will grab a victory Thursday evening.  

  Our volunteer firefighters sacrificed some time to share with us the importance of fire prevention and safety. We appre-

ciate their willingness to serve our community. We also want to thank the businesses that helped provide the educational 

material we received from the firefighters.  

  Third Grade is an exciting year. We learn many new skills and want to thank our parents for their encouragement and 

support. 

Third Grade News @ Cook site      

  by Susan Dieckgrafe 

  Nine weeks have come and gone for Third Graders, but not without much learn-

ing in our small but busy classroom.  This year there are eight third graders at the 

Cook site.  They have been working hard and completed units of study about ap-

ples, communities and friendship.  

  Friendship was the them in Open Court Reading and I am proud of the projects 

that students made for the end of the unit.  They read a book which had the Friend-

ship theme and then created a project that they shared with their peers.  They will 

be creating book reports and a project for the next unit which is City Wildlife.  I 

am looking forward to seeing their creativity at work. 

  We couldnôt be more excited about beginning to write in cursive.  Students have 

learned some of the basic strokes, a few letters, and have ev4en formed simple 

words for practice.  Keep up the good work.   

  Thanks to all the parents who visited with me at parent teacher conferences.  

Please always feel free to give me a call or stop in for a visit to our classroom.   



November Newsletter 

Robyn Faris - First Grade ï Tecumseh Site 
October is Fire Safety Month.  On Thursday, October 8th, Gary Peters visited the elementary school in Tecumseh and gave an 

assembly for all kindergarten through fifth grade students.  He stressed the importance of fire safety in our homes and in our 

school.  He explained how many fires start from playing with matches and lighters, leaving candles burning, having too many 

plugs in the outlets, and fires starting in the kitchen.  We also received fire safety materials purchased by many local busi-

nesses and families.  Weôll use these materials in our classroom to learn even more about ways to be safe. 

 

On Monday, October 12th, the first graders from the Tecumseh site walked downtown to visit the fire station.  Gary Peters and 

Kris Pietzyk showed us the different trucks and explained their functions.  We learned about the different tools that are on the 

trucks.  We climbed through one of the trucks to see how the firefighters put on their equipment while driving to the scene.  

They showed us the bunker gear and let us try it on.  Mr. Pietzyk put on all of the gear including the airpack and facemask.  

We thought he looked and sounded really scary, but we learned to not be afraid.  Firefighters must have this equipment so they 

can enter a burning building and help get people out.  This was a great learning experience for all of us.  We are very thankful 

for our volunteer firefighters who take time out of their busy schedules to visit our school and give us a tour of the fire station. 

 

We have been reviewing the phonograms that we learned in kindergarten, and have added some new ones too.  As we practice 

the phonogram sounds, we also practice handwriting.  Neat handwriting is important because we write so many words, sen-

tences, and paragraphs in first grade.  We have a weekly spelling list.  We use those words in sentences each day, and have a 

spelling test at the end of each week.  Right now, we copy sentences from the board, but as the year progresses weôll be writ-

ing so much on our own.  Many times we write about the concepts we are studying in social science class.  We have been writ-

ing informative paragraphs about metamorphosis, Johnny Appleseed, the changes in autumn, and fire safety. 

 

We have been reading from many books that we take home to share with our families.  Weôve discussed authors and illustra-

tors, front and back covers, tables of contents, title pages, text, and illustrations.  We are listening for the elements in narratives 

stories:  characters, setting, problem or plot, and solution and also for facts in informative passages.  Weôve learned that some 

stories can have both narrative elements and information. 

 

Our math lessons are in two parts.  Each morning we start the day with the morning meeting.  Here we discuss the calendar, 

count the number of days in school, read  

 

numbers from our hundreds chart, identify and graph the weather, tell time, and so much more.  Later in the day we have an-

other lesson that may include any of the following skills:  counting, writing numbers, adding, ordinal numbers, shapes, graph-

ing, finding the most and least, sorting by attributes, and more.  As the year goes on we will practice addition, subtraction, pat-

terns, time, and money. 

 

Of course, we are all looking forward to Hal-

loween.  We love to put on costumes and share 

treats.  One special treat that first graders will 

have soon, is to visit Belle Terrace, our local 

care home, to share some songs and cupcakes.  

The residents love to have us come to their 

home, and spend a little time with them.  We try 

to visit three or four times a year. 
 
As you can see, we are very busy in First Grade.  

If you ever have a chance to visit, stop in and 

see what weôre working on.  The hallways are 

full of our wonderful work. 
 

 

           Have a beautiful autumn season!   

 



Preschool News Ĕ Tecumseh site        by Cheryl Grove 

 

     Twenty-six students have enjoyed a óbearyô enriching September.  Bears and apples were the central theme.  Enthusi-

asm and excitement are words that describe our preschool day.  Our day begins with finding our own name and answer-

ing the question of the day.  Some of our activities have included finger-painting, roller painting, watercolor painting, dot 

painting, graphing gummy bears, individual apple sewing cards, stringing Apple Jack necklaces in an AB pattern, circle 

time singing,  number and directional activities, calendar time, counting pennies and nickels on our piggy bank, weigh-

ing real apples using teddy bear counters, listening to stories, especially different versions of  Goldilocks and The Three 

Bears.  The most important part of our day is Discovery Time when we extend our play by making new friendships and 

sharing, learning how to play board games, as well as puzzles and  sand table fun.  Our time in preschool is one of con-

tinual learning.  One of the statements we hear in this classroom is, ñLook what I made!ò  or ñLook what I can do!ò  Lis-

tening to one another is one aspect we are working on.  We are excited and want to share with others.   

      October will bring more excitement with the colorful leaves, the cooler weather, pumpkins, Fire Prevention, and Hal-

loween fun. 

Remember to dress your child for the weather for that day.  Jackets will be needed.  Thank you parents for all you do to 

help your child and reinforce what has been done at school.  Always check your childôs book bag for work your child 

has done and important information you need to be aware of.      

Good News from the Box Tops for Education Effort!! 

 

As of October 14, 2009, the south site has already turned in 4,090 Box Tops this school year!  I am so im-

pressed with the efforts of the students and the community!  Our goal is 7,000 Box Tops again this year.  Last 

year, we ended up with 5,800, so it is an obtainable goal.  Please keep saving and give them to anyone con-

nected with the south site, they know where they need to go.  Thanks again to Rachel Walters for tallying and 

bagging them up. 

 

Just a bit of trivia: since 2001, our school has received $4,787 from The Box Tops for Education program.  We 

have used those funds to better our Accelerated  Reading program.   

Sally Hutt 

 

Box Tops Chairperson 


