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The Board of Education recently approved the 2009-10 school budget, as well as the 

property tax request.  The combination of General Fund and Special Building Fund levies 

are very close to last yearôs combination of $1.04535.  This year the combination of the 

two for this year will be $1.04538.  These two levies apply to all property in the Johnson 

County Central district.  Two other levies, the Bond Fund and Qualified Capital Purpose 

Undertaking Fund, apply only to property that made up the previous Nemaha Valley dis-

trict.  The combination of these two levies drops from $0.306611 to $0.2084. 

  A couple of circumstances have afforded us an opportunity to do some things with the 

budget that we had wanted to accomplish.  First of all, the ARRA (Federal stimulus) 

funds we are receiving will enable us to pay for some much needed projects.  We will 

receive about $340,000 in ARRA funds this year in three forms:  SFSF Funds which 

were added into our State Aid, IDEA (Special Education) funds, and Title I funds.  The 

ways in which these funds can be spent are tightly controlled and we will need to be very 

thorough in reporting how these funds are expended.  That being said, though, we will be 

able to do some things we would not otherwise have been able to accomplish.  For exam-

ple, the wheelchair lifts in the two main buildings in Tecumseh are on their last legs.  To 

replace the two of them will run at least $90,000.  The ARRA IDEA funds can be used to 

pay for this project.  This is an accessibility issue that we are required to provide.  It 

would have been difficult to find the funds to pay for this without the ARRA funds.  

With new State Assessments being mainly ñonlineò we find ourselves short of the neces-

sary computer hardware to meet our needs.  We will use a combination of the funds 

listed above to upgrade the hardware at each site.  We might possibly purchase laptop 

carts that can be wheeled into classrooms, converting the classrooms instantly into com-

puter labs.  One project that we will complete this year is to provide for one reading pro-

gram at both sites.  No matter where this ends up we will have substantial expenditures 

for both materials (textbooks, workbooks, etc) and staff training.  ARRA funds will be 

used for this project as well. 

   The second circumstance is that through some conservative spending over the past two 

years we can now shift some funds to other places to meet a couple of big goals for the 

Board and me.  First of all, we were able to add $100,000 to our necessary cash reserve, 

moving it from $425,000 to $525,000.  A healthy necessary cash reserve enables a dis-

trict to have a positive cash flow as it meets its bills while not receiving the same income 

on a monthly basis.  Property taxes, our main source of income, do not come in evenly 

each month.  A district must be able to ñmake ends meetò even when the incomes are 

lower.  The Nebraska Department of Education generally recommends a district have 

two months worth of expenditures as a necessary cash reserve.  Two months worth of 

expenditures for us last year was in the neighborhood of $475,000.  Thus, we should 

really be looking at another $400,000 in our necessary cash reserve.  A goal of the Board 

and me is to build this reserve up over time.  To do it all at once is simply not realistic. 

   



  Another area we are taking the opportunity to build up this year is in the Special Building Fund.  As a result 

of having a positive cash carryover from last year, we were able to lower the General Fund levy and put more 

toward the Special Building Fund.  We currently only have about $50,000 in this fund.  Building projects are 

supposed to be paid for out of the Special Building Fund.  $50,000 does not go far in completely any type of a 

building project.  The best example I can provide is the roof on the elementary building in Tecumseh.  Last 

spring we found the roof to be in terrible shape and needing to be replaced.  The cost was over $180,000.  We 

did not have enough money in the Special Building Fund to complete the project.  Luckily, we received an in-

surance settlement that covered a nice portion of the cost.  We also had money in a QCPU Fund that could be 

used for mold abatement.  Since there was significant leaking in many parts of the roof we were able to make 

that connection to help pay for the project.  Without these two things we would have had to borrow from the 

General Fund to pay for the project.   We know that we have some future projects staring at us:  the gym floor 

in the high school is in very poor shape and needs to be replaced soon; the boiler system in Tecumseh is very 

old and will eventually need to be replaced, and the track will need to be resurfaced in the next few years.  The 

Board exhibited a great deal of responsibility in building the Special Building Fund up in a year in which they 

had some flexibility in the budget.  We are already talking about completing the gym floor project this school 

year.  This project is projected to be in the range of $75,000 and would probably be completed right after 

school gets out in the spring. 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

Principalės Corner 

Rick Lester, High School Principal  

  Fall is in the air and with fall comes the end of our first quarter of the 2009-2010 school year.  This also 

means itôs time for parent/teacher conferences, October 28-29 from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at both sites.  Statis-

tically, at JCC parent attendance at conferences is almost 100% in K-5th grade, about 75-85% for the 6th ï 8th 

grade, but drops below 50% for parents of 9th -12th graders.  I believe it is very important for parents of our 

high school students to be involved in their studentôs education.   These young people are making major deci-

sions concerning their high school, possible post secondary education and their future. 

  The most important reason for a parent to attend conferences is to know what your student is doing and how 

they are doing in school.  A three-way conversation does not always provide you with all the information 

about your studentôs success or struggles in the classroom.  Why not get the whole scoop straight from their 

teacher? 

  Got a straight ñAò student? You have an even better reason to attend parent/teacher conferences.  This allows 

the teacher to praise your studentôs success and gives you a chance to visit your studentôs classroom.  With that 

said, we are trying a new format for parent/teacher conferences this year at JCC.  I am advising and strongly 

encouraging all 9th ï 12th students to attend parent/teacher conference WITH  their parents or guardian on Oc-

tober 28-29 from 5:00 p.m. ï 8:00 p.m.  I feel this will aid in the relationship between your student, you as par-

ents and their teachers.  I believe that if your student can hear specifically the praise or concerns their teachers 

have about their success or struggles in the classroom, it will have a better impact if it comes directly from 

their teachers.  Your presence with them at parent/teacher conferences shows your student that you really sup-

port their education and that you want to help them to succeed academically. 

To begin the evening, upon arrival each parent and student will stop at the high school office and Bev will give 

you their report card.  Your student will then escort you to each classroom for a conference with each teacher. 

  Again I strongly encourage all 9th -12th grade students AND their parents to attend parent/teacher conferences 

on October 28-29 from 5:00 p.m. ï 8:00 p.m.  As an incentive for JCC students to get their parents/guardians 

to attend parent/teacher conferences WITH  them, I have decided to offer a wonderful ñrewardò as a prize for 

this attendance.  If we have at least 70% attendance of parents and students at conferences on October 28-29, 

all JCC students will receive something special. 



  Hopefully, with parents, teachers and students working together we can make all JCC students academically 

successful. 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

Rich Bacon, Middle School Principal  

  On Friday, September 18th, a teacher in-service was held at the Cook site for all elementary teachers and the 

middle school teachers.  While the middle school teachers were busy developing an anti-bullying policy, the 

elementary teachers were continuing the process of selecting a district wide reading program. Staff developers 

from ESU 4 and ESU6 were on hand to assist in the process. While the selection of a reading program is a long 

and complicated process, it is, arguably, one of the most important decisions a school district can make.  Stu-

dent success in school can be viewed and interpreted in many ways, but ultimately it starts with reading. A 

childôs ability to read well in the early grades has a large effect on them becoming better learners throughout 

their academic careers.  Selection of an effective, comprehensive reading program is a vital component in 

helping ensure academic success for all our students. 

  The first quarter ends on Thursday, October 15th, with Parent-Teacher Conferences to be held on October 28th 

& 29th from 5:00 ï 8:00 p.m. If our varsity football team qualifies for the playoffs, the second scheduled day of 

conferences will be moved from October 29th to October 30th.  Elementary conferences at the Cook site will be 

scheduled by Mary Teten and middle school conferences will be on a first come, first serve basis. Please make 

plans to attend one of the two evenings to discuss your childôs classroom performance with their teachers.  

  Eighth graders from Johnson County Central visited the traveling NASA exhibit in Table Rock as part of 

Mrs. Rotherôs science class.  They learned about the evolution of NASAôs space program from the early Mer-

cury program of the 1950s through the next generation of launch vehicles and space craft scheduled to debut in 

the next decade.  The Eighth grade also attended the Civil War workshop held in Pawnee City as part of Mr. 

Robesonôs social studies class. The students attended 10 workshops on various aspects of the Civil War. 

  The Middle School Band marched at the Applejack Parade in Nebraska City and will perform at half time of 

the September 25th football game v. Lincoln Christian with the high school band and at the Homecoming foot-

ball game v. HTRS on October 22nd.  The band did an outstanding job at the Applejack parade. Their perform-

ance and behavior is something that the entire Johnson County Central community can take great pride in. 

Congratulations and a big thank you to the band and Mr. Johnson.  Job Well Done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  If the Varsity Football Team Makes it into the Football  

Playoffs - Then the 29th Conferences will be held on the  

30th of October from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM 



 



Counselor News by Shelley Moles 

ñDedicated to excellence in education through career, academic, personal and social development for all students!ò 

 

FAFSA, Will I Qualify?  

     Parents and students often want to know if they should complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA) and if they will qualify for a Pell Grant or other types of need based scholarships, grants, loans, and work-

study. The FAFSA cannot be completed before January 1 and needs information from the current yearôs income tax re-

turn (2009).  

     To help parents and students plan ahead, Education Quest has a program called ñCollege Funding Estimatorò that will 

estimate FAFSA results using information from the past yearôs income tax form. College Funding Estimator is available 

online at EducationQuest.org.  

     EduationQuest.org also has tools to help students and parents prepare for and complete the FAFSA including: FAFSA 

Checklist (a list of items needed to complete the FAFSA), FAFSA Tutorial (an explanation of each FAFSA question), 

and financial aid videos and podcasts. 

Just a Reminder about College Fairs: 

     Lincoln Area College Fair ï Sunday, October 18 at Southeast Community College-Lincoln, 1:00-3:30 p.m. Financial 

aid sessions at 1:00 and 3:30 p.m. by EducationQuest.  FREE! 

     Omaha Area College Fair ï Sunday, October 25 at University of Nebraska-Omaha, 1:00-4:00 p.m. Financial aid ses-

sions by EducationQuest. FREE! 

Scholarships and Competitions: 

     2010 Prudential Spirit of Community Awards:  Students in grades 5-12 who volunteered in their community during 

the past year are encouraged to apply for the Prudential Spirit of Community Awards. To start this recognition program, 

students must fill out an application form online at http://spirit.prudential.com or www.principals.org/prudential (access 

key: spirit). Once the form has been completed online, it must be printed out, signed and submitted to the building prin-

cipal by November 2, 2009. The principal will then certify the application and nominate the schoolôs top youth volunteer 

for state-level honors. The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards were created by the NASSP and Prudential Financial 

to honor both middle level and high school students for outstanding acts of community service.  

      American Legion Oratorical Contest Scholarship program ï All high school students, grades 9-12, are eligible to 

compete in the Johnson County Central High School  American Legion Oratorical Contest to be held in October. Stu-

dents must present an 8-12 minute prepared oration on some aspect of the U.S. Constitution and a 3-5 minutes assigned 

topic oration. School winners have the opportunity to compete at the District 13 contest. The winner of the district con-

test is awarded $100 when they compete in the area contest. The four area contest winners receive cash awards ranging 

from $200-$1000 when they compete at the state level. The state winner also receives a $1500 scholarship for competing 

in the National Final Contest in Indianapolis, where they have the chance to compete for additional awards of $14,000-

$18,000. Please contact Mr. Nick Weber to enter the American Legion Oratorical Contest and for more information 

about the topic, contest rules and local contest date!  

PSAT Testing - Reminder: 

     The PSAT-NMSQT (Preliminary SAT ïNational Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test) will be given Wednesday morn-

ing, October 14, at Johnson County Central High School to registered junior and sophomore students. If anyone is still 

interested and has not signed up, please talk Mrs. Moles as soon as possible. For juniors this is the first step in qualifying 

for the National Merit Scholarship. The PSAT has the same format and type of questions as the SAT college admissions 

test.   

Sophomores and Parents ï Coming Soon: 

     The PLAN Assessment is scheduled for sophomore students on Tuesday morning, November 17.  This test is a great 

way for 10th grade students to get ready to take the ACT test in their junior or senior year because it covers the same con-

tent areas ï English, Math, Reading, and Science Reasoning ï and has the same types of questions.  PLAN also gives 

students an estimated ACT score, in interest inventory that may help students focus on career goals and a way to begin 

the college selection process. 

http://spirit.prudential.com/
http://www.principals.org/prudential


 ASVAB Testing for Juniors: 

     Junior students will be taking the Armed Service Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) on Thursday, December 10, 

2009 at Johnson County Central High School. 

     The ASVAB helps students identify abilities and compare their test performance to other students at their grade level.  

     Students may use ASVAB results to explore careers, to judge academic readiness to pursue advanced education, and 

for military enlistment up to two years after taking the test. ASVAB information is not made available to the Selective 

Service System.  

      Seniors who are interested in taking the ASVAB should contact Mrs. Moles to be included in the testing.  

Scholarship Search: 

     Seniors will receive a list of scholarships received in the counselorôs office once a month.  Parents/guardians may 

wish to review with their teen this list and encourage application for as many scholarships as possible.  You may not re-

ceive every scholarship you apply for, but you wonôt even be considered for the scholarship if you donôt apply.  If in 

doubt about applying, APPLY! 

     Students may also explore the following scholarship search engines for more scholarship opportunities: Education-

Quest.org, Fastaid.com, www.scholarshipmonkey.com, ScholarshipExperts.com, https://studentaid2.ed/logon.asp, 

schoolsoup.com, scholarships.com or CollegeBoard.com. Most of these sites require students to register, submit an e-

mail address, ACT score, and program of study. 

Requests for Transcripts:     

     Seniors or other students applying for postsecondary institutions, educational programs and scholarships need to bring 

a written request signed by the student and a parent to Johnson County Central Public School in order for a transcript or 

other information such as class rank, grade point average, or ACT/SAT score to be released.  Forms may be picked up 

from the guidance office. 

     Graduates of Johnson County Central Public School, Tecumseh Public School or Nemaha Valley Schools need to 

submit a written request stating: information to send (such as a transcript of grades), the year of graduation and/or atten-

dance, name and address of institution or program to receive requested information and finally, the name and signature 

of the person making the request.  Requests may be mailed or given to Mrs. Moles in the high school counselorôs office. 

2009-2010 College Prep Handbook 

     All junior and senior students received a 2009-2010 College Prep Handbook provided by the EducationQuest Foun-

dation. This handbook is a valuable resource of up-to-date college planning services, college selection material, a chart 

of Nebraska college comparisons, college funding facts and information, exploring careers help, and a timeline to help 

juniors and seniors plan for college. Parents may want to sit down with their junior or senior, read about college planning 

in the handbook, discuss future plans, and map out a plan of action for reaching student college goals using information 

from the 2009-2010 College Prep Handbook as a guide. Mrs. Moles has a copy of the Spanish version, ñ2009-2010 Man-

ual de Preparaci·n para la Universidadò, in her office and will order additional copies for parents/students upon request. 

 

Sophomore Summer Leadership Opportunities - Applications due November 20: 

     Hugh OôBrian Youth Leadership Seminar:  June 2010. Specific date and site information not currently available. The 

HOBY seminar is a summer leadership development experience for sophomore students. To be eligible, sophomore stu-

dents must demonstrate leadership in their school and/or community and be nominated by their school. The cost of $150/

students includes lodging, meals, and guest speakers. Johnson County Central High School may nominate one represen-

tative and one alternate.      

     Nebraska Youth Leadership Seminar: June 17-20, 2010 at Doane College in Crete, NE. The Nebraska Youth Leader-

ship seminar is a summer leadership opportunity to recognize and develop Nebraskaôs outstanding young leaders. NLS 

focuses on three key areas: strengths-based leadership, civic engagement and peer/leader interaction. It encourages team-

work in solving problems, and develops skills that students can apply in their schools and communities. The cost for the 

4-day seminar is $150/student and includes lodging, meals, transportation, and guest speakers. Johnson County Central 

High School may nominate two representatives to attend.      

http://www.scholarshipmonkey.com/
https://studentaid2.ed/logon.asp


  Nomination applications for both of these leadership seminars will be given to all sophomore students. Students who 

are interested need to return their application to Mrs. Moles by November 20, 2009!  

  For more information about either the Hugh OôBrian Youth Leadership Seminar or the Nebraska Youth Leadership 

Seminar, please see Mrs. Moles. 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð-

Elementary Guidance New from Kris Brase  

  First of all, we would like you to be aware of our schedule for the 2009-2010 school year.  I am at the Cook site on 

Monday and Tuesday, at the Tecumseh site on Wednesday and Thursday, and Friday is split between the two sites.  This 

gives me two and a half days in each location, and seems to be working pretty well so far.  You can leave messages for 

me at either site.  The secretaries are very good about getting messages to me. 

  Next on the list of things Iôd like to share is some good new about some new materials we have for elementary guid-

ance.  We have a box of newly published books, mostly dealing with the tough issues of bullying, divorce, and anger 

management.  The fourth and fifth graders have enjoyed playing Anger Control Bingo while learning about things you 

can do when youôre angry besides blowing up.  This is a very well-designed game and a good learning tool.   

  Another good learning tool, especially for younger children, is the use of puppets.  We have ñSneezyò, the mouse who 

sneezes when he tells a lie.  We have a great snake, ñVerdiò, who doesnôt want to grow up.  We have a very wise owl, a 

lazy beaver, and a band-aid chicken who doesnôt want to be pecked on, and who stands up for other chickens who might 

be pecked on.  Sometimes we make our own puppets and put them on sticks.  Sometimes the older students make these 

puppets for the pre-school students.  Each puppet has a very important life lesson to share with us.  

  Because puppets lend themselves to instruction so handily, I was dreaming a bit about asking for some volunteer help 

in making some extra puppets for the lower grades.  I have a simple pattern, but sewing, regrettably, is not a strength of 

mine.  If you have extra time, a sewing machine, and would like to make puppets, please give me a jingle.  I would con-

sider it a very nice contribution to our guidance program.  My next newsletter will be about our Middle School guidance 

program. 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 
High School English          by Rhonda Colgrove 

  The start of each new school year brings with it new classes, rules, and routines.  English classes even have new titles 

this year.  English I (freshmen) and English III (juniors) classes are already settled in and accustomed to the weekly 

schedule.  They are elbow deep in vocabulary, grammar, and reading and writing skills.  The juniors are preparing for 

State Standards Assessment reviews, the State Writing Assessment, and the new Statewide Reading Test that will be ad-

ministered for the first time this school year.  The freshmen will be learning, building, and maintaining the skills needed 

to master those same assessments. 

  As there is a great deal of material to cover throughout the year, students will be expected to use class time wisely.  

There may be numerous occasions where assignments will need to be finished for homework.  It is my policy to NOT 

accept late work.  If a student must be absent from class, it is his or her responsibility to get any missed assignments 

from the teacher upon returning to school. 

  If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to call or set up an appointment to discuss them.  My plan period is 

Monday-Friday, 2:53-3:43.  I look forward to working with you all to make this year enjoyable and successful for all of 

my students. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ELL News            by Lisa Weber 

  We have been focusing on fables this month in ELL class, with our upper grade students.  Fables are stories that usually 

have animals that act like people.  Through these stories we learn some pieces of wisdom about how to behave.  Most 

pieces of wisdom are an idiom or a figure of speech.  Our first story was the ñFox and the Grapesò.  This is the story 

where a fox tries to jump high enough to grab the grapes off a vine.  When he realizes he will never be able to jump high 

enough to get the grapes, he calls them sour.  From this we get the figure of speech ñNo one likes sour grapes.ò  Because 

idioms and other figures of speech are difficult to understand in a different, or new language, this has led to some inter-

esting and some times humorous interpretations by our students.  We will continue to study other fables as we move 

through this month.  Some upcoming fables include:  ñThe Goose and the Golden Eggò, ñThe Wind and the Sunò, and 

ñThe Boy Who Cried Wolfò.  At the end of our unit, students will be writing their own fables and choosing their own 

animals and pieces of wisdom to learn.  We hope to share some of those stories with you later!  

    



Jr High Volleyball  
Coaches:  Sue Borcher & Karen Mahoney 

Student Manager:  Erika Hunzeker 
 

Thirty-one seventh and eighth grade vol-

leyball players, two courts - here we go ï 

passing footwork, spike approach, serve 

routine, setting hand position, move to the 

ball so you can control where it goes, line-

up without overlap, communicate, defense, 

free ball, use three contacts to at-

tackéé.wheeww!  Those are only some 

of the fundamentals the Junior High Vol-

leyball team has been practicing.  With so 

much to learn, mistakes will happen and 

that is to be expected.  The goal for each 

player is ñdo not quit on yourselfò.  To 

gain confidence in your skills you must 

aggressively try, knowing mistakes will 

happen with learning.  But only with trying 

will you become a better player.  The 

teamôs work-and-try attitude has resulted in 

significant improvements in skills and 

play.  The season is going fast, so please 

try to make a game or two to cheer these 

young athletes as they push themselves to 

learn to play the game and have fun along 

the way. 

Volleyball Rocks!!!   

Jr High Football  

Coaches:  Kirk Faris, Jeff Robeson & 

Hugh Giesbrecht 

 

The Junior High football team kicked off 

the season on Tuesday, September 22nd 

against Lourdes Central of Nebraska City.  

They came up short in the end, 32-36, but 

they showed that they had the one thing 

that you canôt teach, and that is heart. 

 The team played with passion, which 

showed us coaches that we have a team of 

football players who want to be out and 

playing this game.  The coaches all felt that 

we played extremely well for a first game, 

especially against a team that was on their 

third game of the season.  We will only get 

better as the season progresses, and we 

know the boys are ready to get back at it. 

We now have some things to work on, and 

weôll be ready for the next game. 


