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As | write this article | am anxious to have stu-
dents back in the building in just a couple of
days. | have seen many students around town,
at sports practices, and at the County Fair. | ask
them if they are ready to come back and have
yet to receive a negative response. All of them
seem to be ready. | know their parents are
ready for them to return to the routine.

A group of people | would like to say a special
“thank you” to are all the staff members who
ended up changing sites or rooms for this
school year. At our opening day gathering of all
staff on Thursday | asked all of them to stand. A
large group of staff members stood up. These
people are leaving familiar surroundings to
make moves that we believe will make us a bet-
ter school. This is not comfortable for them to
do, but they have taken on this task with great
attitudes and cooperation. | am very apprecia-
tive of their efforts.

It hardly seems possible that we are starting
year five of Johnson County Central. As the old
saying goes: “Time flies when you’re having
fun!” That could not be more true than in refer-
ence to the past four years. Each year has had a
different major emphasis and | believe this has
helped us better focus on the task at hand. This
year is no different. Our focus this year is on
our district-wide goal of increasing reading com-
prehension. Our new reading series, Reading
Street, goes into full effect in grades K-8. In
talking with teachers this summer, they are of
the same thought: they cannot wait to put this
new instrument in use with our students. | told
the staff in our opening all-staff meeting that |
believe this program, along with realignment of
our elementary classrooms, will serve us well
over the next two or three years. | fully expect
that we will see significant jumps in our reading
scores on assessments and standardized tests. |
also believe that by raising our reading scores,

we will see a correlating rise in
other core subject area scores.
Another point of emphasis will be
working to develop ways in which we can aca-
demically challenge our students more. We are
moving in the right direction, but | believe we
have much more work to do. A goal | have is to
get students and their parents to recognize the
absolute need to take as strenuous of a class
load as the student can successfully handle.
This past year our seniors scored above the
state average on the ACT. This was the first
time in three years that our seniors achieved
this. | have pointed out in the past the impor-
tance of a strenuous class load in relationship to
high ACT scores. Often, | believe some of our
students (and their parents) become more con-
cerned about grade point average and class
rank. While these are important and | do not
want to lessen their significance, if a student
wants to really achieve on the ACT (and receive
the resulting scholarship advantages), then they
must also become more concerned about chal-
lenging themselves by taking a more challenging
class load. To help visualize this, consider the
following:

® QOur students who took Algebra | and II,
Geometry, Trigonometry, and Calculus had an
average Math score of 25.3 on the ACT. Our
students who took Algebra | and I, Geometry,
and Trigonometry had an average Math score of
20.0 on the ACT. Quite a difference.

® Students who took General Science, Biol-
ogy, Chemistry and Physics had an average Sci-
ence score of 26.3 on the ACT, while students
who took General Science, Biology, and Chemis-
try had an average Science score of 23.7.

According to ACT research, “...it is the rigor of
the coursework—rather than simply the num-
ber of core courses--that has the greatest



impact on ACT performance and college readiness.” | have
documented in the past the impact that a high ACT score
has on large scholarships. Once a student reaches the mid-
20’s on the ACT, each succeeding point is often worth thou-
sands of dollars in scholarship money from many colleges
and universities.

Another point of emphasis | plan to keep making is the im-
portance for students to be involved in music, especially
instrumental music. The sheer amount of research on the
correlation between music involvement and success in lan-
guage arts and mathematics is staggering. The research
clearly indicates that there is a positive correlation between
the two. In spite of this we still have students not taking
advantage of our music programs as much as they could.
As | think of graduating classes | have had at Nemaha Val-
ley, then with Johnson County Central, over the past 15
years | know there is a positive correlation between the
senior class average on the ACT and the number of stu-
dents who stayed involved in music throughout their high
school careers. Our classes with the highest ACT averages
were made up of students with a great deal of success in
music. The classes with lower ACT averages had students
who were not as involved in music. | know this is not a sci-
entific study, that it is quite anecdotal, but when | consider
all of the scientific research, then couple that with my own
experiences, then | see a need to push this to our students
and their parents.

| hope to see us develop ways in which we can better en-
courage students to take more rigorous course loads, and
to have those course loads involve music. | believe we, as a
school, need to increase our efforts in these areas. We
want to see our students achieve all that they can, and this
is one of those areas where we can certainly grow.

PARKING

One situation that we are trying to improve on is parking.
We are currently working on a project that will increase
parking around the school. During the past year the school
purchased part of the lot directly west of the high school.
The house that stood on the property has been demolished
and work is being done to rock the area for parking. The
long term goal is to eventually pave that parking area, but
that is likely a few years down the road. Attempts will be
made to identify the parking area.

A concern we have had at the school is where to park
school vehicles at the Tecumseh site. Buses, of course, will
normally be parked at the bus barn on the west end of

town. School vans and cars need to be accessible at all
times. Thus, we have designated the parking areas directly
behind the modulars for school vehicles only. This is an
area that has commonly had private vehicles double parked
at times, especially during home ball games. We will ask
for cooperation from all in honoring this designation.

JCC HIGH SCHOOL
NEWS FROM PRINCIPAL RICK LESTER

Welcome to another school year! | would like to start the
year with an encouraging word to parents and students.
Let’s work hard to make 2011-2012 school year the best yet
at Johnson County Central. If we all keep a positive outlook
and display good attitudes, | know we’ll have a great year.

| would also like to encourage parents and students to stay
on top of their studies. Keeping your grades up is very im-
portant for many reasons. One important reason for many
students to keep up their grades is the fact that they are
involved in extra-curricular activities. If your student is on
the Weekly Down List, they are ineligible to participate in
extra-curricular activities. The first Down List comes out on
September 6, 2011. If your student is on the list, they are
ineligible to participate for two weeks. If your student feels
they are passing all their classes after the first week, they
may ask for a re-evaluation. They must have this re-
evaluation form signed by all their teachers showing that
their grades have improved enough to be removed from
the Weekly Down List and then the student will be eligible
to participate the second week beginning on Tuesday. If
their grades are not up enough to be removed from the list,
they are ineligible for the entire 2 weeks.

One activity which occurs very early this year is Homecom-
ing. JCC's Homecoming is September 16™. During the
week there will be many activities including the Homecom-
ing Parade. Since school will not be in session of Friday,
September 16”‘, the Homecoming parade will be held on
Thursday, September 15". On Friday, September 16", the
football game will be held starting at 7:00 p.m. with the
Homecoming coronation following the game and the dance
will follow in the High School gym. Please make note of
these changes for the week of Homecoming.



JCC MIDDLE SCHOOL

NEWS FROM PRINCIPAL RICH BACON

The 2011-2012 school year officially began with the Middle
School walk-through and the Preschool and 4™ and 5%
grade Open House on August 17™. All of these events were
very well attended. The students and their parents who
took the time to participate in these events need to be
commended for helping to ensure the first day of school
goes as smoothly as possible. This year we welcome Emily
Fricke to the Middle School. Mrs. Fricke will divide her
time teaching Middle School Chorus and working as a Para-
professional in the elementary.

The doors opened and the bells rang at 8:15 on August 22"
as over 200 preschool and 4™ grade through 8" grade stu-
dents anxiously started the first day of classes of the new
school year at Johnson County Central in Cook. As usual,
the first week of school arrived with a great deal of antici-
pation and excitement as students got reacquainted with
friends and classmates and met students new to our dis-
trict. The start of a new school year is always refreshing as
it provides everyone involved with a new beginning. Hope-
fully, that excitement will continue and will help our stu-
dents to reach their goals and accomplish great things here
at Johnson County Central Schools.

As we start another school year | encourage all parents to
be involved in their child’s education. Studies show that
children who have parents that are involved in their educa-
tion generally perform better in school. Simple things such
as reading with your child, asking how their day was or
making sure their homework is finished can pay huge divi-
dends toward your child’s academic success. Hopefully,
parents and teachers all have the same goal in mind — for
your child to have a successful and productive school year.
When parents and teachers work together the students
will benefit, making it possible for them to accomplish
great things. If you have any questions or concerns
throughout the year, please don’t hesitate to contact your
child’s teacher or myself.

Junior High football and volleyball practices are underway.
We also have some 7™ and 8™ graders giving cross country
a try this fall. At the start of any season we should take
time to think about the purpose of athletics in a Middle
School setting. While everyone wants to win, winning
should not be the main objective of any sports program at
this level. Middle School activities need to encourage par-
ticipation and the development of fundamentals that will
help them succeed at the varsity level. Instead of empha-
sizing winning and losing, we need to focus on hard work,
effort and teamwork. If students can learn to work hard,
give maximum effort, and put team success ahead of indi-
vidual glory at a young age they are learning skills that will

help them succeed for the rest of their lives. Please sup-
port our young athletes this year by attending games and
cheering their efforts, win or lose.

ImPACT Concussion Testing Program

Johnson County Central is participating in the ImMPACT Con-
cussion Testing Program that will help improve the school’s
and coaches’ care for athletes with sports-related concus-
sions. This program is being provided by Nebraska Ortho-
paedic & Sports Medicine, and Saint Elizabeth Regional
Medical Center of Lincoln, through the Nebraska Sports
Concussion Network. The “ImPACT Test”, is an online com-
puterized test that is specifically designed for managing
sports-related concussions. The test measures brain reac-
tion time, processing speed, memory, attention, and allows
us to obtain a “snap-shot” of how one’s brain functions in
normal conditions. Athletes are baseline tested in the pre-
season, and if an athlete sustains a concussion, they are re-
tested. Post-injury scores are then compared to pre-injury,
baseline scores. If differences exist between the baseline
and post-injury tests, athletes will be restricted from activ-
ity until further test results return to normal. As post-
injury scores return to baseline, or normal, this indicates an
athlete is recovered sufficiently to resume a step-wise pro-
gression back into activity and full participation. This form
of testing and return-to-play helps avoid prolonging the
recovery from a concussion, and prevents athletes return-
ing to play too soon before the brain has had time to fully
heal, and risking serious or catastrophic injury.

This year Thunderbird athletes in 9" and 11" grades and
any new athletes participating in contact sports (football,
volleyball, softball, wrestling, boys & girls basketball, and
track-jumpers) will be tested. The cost of the baseline test-
ing is being funded and implemented by the Nebraska
Sports Concussion Network. Post-Injury testing, if neces-
sary, will be conducted by a physician trained in IMPACT
listed on the network’s website and usual office visit
charges will likely apply. School personnel have been
trained to conduct baseline tests at school, and all coaches
will have taken an online Concussion Training for Coaches
course in an effort to improve the recognition of potential
head injury. Additional information in recognizing head
injuries is available for parents and athletes at
www.NebSportsConcussion.org.

Johnson County Central would like to thank Nebraska Or-
thopaedic & Sports Medicine, Saint Elizabeth Regional
Medical Center, Johnson County Hospital and area doctors
for making the ImPACT Testing Program available to our
athletic programs, and helping us ensure we are doing our
absolute best in caring for your sons and daughters.


http://www.NebSportsConcussion.org

JCC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
NEWS FROM PRINCIPAL JON ROTHER
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Reading Curriculum

In the Elementary and Middle School, we have adopted the
Reading Street reading curriculum. This curriculum is com-
prehensive in scope; being implemented in the pre-school
classrooms all the way up to the 8" grade. The series cov-
ers spelling, language arts, writing and literacy and comes
with its own progress monitoring assessment piece. The
series was selected after a two year search in which teach-
ers poured over a multitude of different reading series,
visited schools and studied these reading programs before
settling on Reading Street.

MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) Assessment

The MAP assessment will take the place of the ITBS (lowa
Test of Basic Skills). The assessment will cover the areas of
Mathematics,

Language Usage, Reading and Science.

There are several big differences you may notice.

1. The first is that this assessment is taken on the com-
puter. Each portion of the test takes students, on aver-
age, about 50 minutes.

2. The assessment is adaptive. As students answer ques-
tions, the assessment then gauges the next question
bases on the student’s response. If students answer cor-
rectly, the test goes on to harder questions. If students
answer incorrectly, the test goes on to easier questions.
This continues throughout the assessment until the stu-
dent levels out. This will give us a good indication of
where the student is at academically.

3. Results are given immediately. Students and teachers
will receive the assessment score immediately upon com-
pletion of the assessment.

4. The assessment is given three times during the school
year (fall, winter, spring). This allows us to see academic
growth.

5. The assessment program will discontinue the test if stu-
dents try to go too fast, giving random answers. This will
result in the student having to re-take the assessment.

Promethean Boards

In each elementary classroom, Promethean Boards have

been installed. These are interactive Smart boards

mounted to the walls of the classrooms. Teachers can use

2011

these boards to share information with the students, show
examples for learning or have students manipulate the
board to enhance learning. Teachers and students can
control or write on the promethean board via a Mobi. This

is a slate that the user holds. It has a wireless connection

to the board, allowing interaction with the board from any-
where in the room.

COUNSELORS NEWS

Shelley Moles, Counselor
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Time for College Fairs:

College fairs allow students (usually grades 9-12) and their
parents to visit with representatives from many 4-year and
2-year colleges in one location. Military representatives
are also available representing military academies and the
armed services. Financial aid sessions at the college fairs
offer information on applying for the FAFSA, scholarships,
loans, and grants. These programs are free to students and
parents.

Some tips to follow to make the most of your College Fair
experience:

1. Prepare a list of questions to ask college representatives,
such as the school’s academic programs, admission appli-
cation deadlines, or scholarship opportunities.

2. Determine what you are looking for in a college or uni-
versity you plan to attend. This will help you decide which
to look at more closely and perhaps follow-up with a cam-
pus tour. Take notes to keep track of the schools that inter-
est you.

3. Before you go, register for a college fair barcode! If you
plan to attend a College Fair or Educational Planning Pro-
gram, register for a barcode that will streamline your visits
with college representatives.Visit NebraskaCollegeFairs.org
and select the event you plan to attend. Complete and sub-
mit a confidential online form providing details such as
contact information, age/gender/ethnicity, year in school,
academic information, extracurricular activities, and ACT/
SAT scores. Print the barcode that appears on your screen.
Important! Take the barcode to the College Fair(s) and/or
EPP(s) you attend. College representatives participating in
the barcode/scanner process will scan your barcode to
retrieve your information-and you won't have to complete
information cards!

Local area college fairs for this fall are listed below so you
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can schedule them on your calendar.

Lincoln Area College Faisunday, October 23 at South-
east Community College-Lincoln, 1:00-3:00 p.m. Financial
aid sessions by EducationQuest. FREE!

Omaha Area College Faifunday, October 30 at Univer-
sity of Nebraska-Omaha, 1:00-4:00 p.m. Financial aid ses-
sions by EducationQuest. FREE!

Educational Planning FajrWednesday, September 21, at
Auburn High School in Auburn, from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30
a.m.

Educational Planning FaifTuesday, September 20 at Bea-
trice Southeast Community College from 9:00 a.m. to 11:0
a.m.

Access College Early Scholarship Program:

Authorized by the Nebraska Legislature in 2007, the Access
College Early (ACE) Scholarship Program Act (LB 192) pays
tuition and mandatory fees for qualified, low-income high
school students to enroll in college courses from Ne-
braska's colleges or universities, either through dual-
enrollment or early enrollment agreements with these
institutions. High school student may apply for funding
under this program by completing the ACE Student Appli-
cation, which is reviewed by the Coordinating Commission
for Postsecondary Education (CCPE) for award considera-
tion.

There are two basic criteria for high school students to
qualify for the ACE Scholarship. Students must either be
eligible to receive assistance under a variety of federal gov-
ernment programs or the student and his or her family
must have experienced a recent hardship.

For students to find out more information on the ACE
Scholarship and to complete an application, please go to
www.ccpe.state.ne.us/PublicDoc/Ccpe/Financial%20Aid/
ACE/default.asp or see Mrs. Moles. The CCPE recommends
that students submit a fillable PDF or Word Document ap-
plication rather than a hand-written application for faster
application processing.

Scheduling a Campus Visit:

Seniors and their parents may wish to schedule a campus
visit to help make a decision about which college or univer-
sity to attend.

Please schedule your visit in advance — some colleges do
regular morning and afternoon tours, some only on certain
days. Some colleges offer preview days for particular ma-
jors. Call the Admissions Office of the college you are in-
terested in and request a campus tour or you may be able
to schedule a visit online (Mrs. Moles is available for help).
If possible, arrange for a meeting with faculty in your in-
tended major or with coaches about a particular sport.

To be excused from school, seniors should bring a written
request from a parent for the college visit that states date,
the college visiting, and time of tour and submit it in ad-
vance to the Principal’s office. Seniors will receive a make-
up slip to let teachers know they intend to be absent. This
allows missed classroom work to be made up before atten-
dance.

Juniors and PSAT Testing:

The PSAT-NMSQT (Preliminary SAT —National Merit Schol-
arship Qualifying Test) will be given Wednesday morning,
October 12, at Johnson County Central High School. Jun-
iors may choose to take the PSAT/NMSQT because it allows
students to measure their skills in critical reading, verbal
reasoning, writing and math problem solving, to compare
their academic skills with those of other college-bound
students, and to enter the National Merit Scholarship Cor-
poration programs. Juniors will receive a guide “Official
Student Guide to the PSAT/NMSQT.” They can then decide
if they wish to take the PSAT and enter competition for the
National Merit Scholarship.

Juniors who wish to take the PSAT, need to register with
Mrs. Moles by September 15 and pay the $14.00 testing
fee. A limited number of fee waivers may be available for
qualifying students. Students who need special accommo-
dations or extended time testing should notify Mrs. Moles
as soon as possible.

High ability sophomore students may also take the PSAT by
registering and paying the testing fee. Taking the PSAT dur-
ing the sophomore may help students prepare for the
PSAT /NMSQT as juniors. Sophomores who are interested
in taking the PSAT should also register with Mrs. Moles by
September 15 so more tests can be ordered.

Check It Out:

The U.S. Department of Education has a website that aims
to motivate students with inspirational stories and infor-
mation about planning, preparing and paying for college.
Designed with students’ input and participation,
www.college.gov was created by the U.S. Department of
Education to be a go-to online resource for credible infor-
mation about college that also provides real life experi-
ences of peers who are already attending college.

Student Records and Release of Information:

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy (RERPA) is a
Federal law that requires Johnson County Central School,
with certain exceptions, to obtain a parent’s written con-
sent prior to the disclosure of personally identifiable infor-
mation from a child’s education records. However, John-
son County Central School may disclose appropriately des-
ignated “directory information” without written consent,


http://www.ccpe.state.ne.us/PublicDoc/Ccpe/Financial%20Aid/ACE/default.asp
http://www.ccpe.state.ne.us/PublicDoc/Ccpe/Financial%20Aid/ACE/default.asp
http://www.college.gov/

unless parents have advised the District to the contrary.
The primary purpose of directory information is to allow
Johnson County Central School to include directory infor-
mation from a child’s education records in certain school
publications. Examples include:

1. A music program showing a student’s name and grade;
2. The annual yearbook;

3. Honor roll or other recognition lists;

4. Graduation programs;

5. Sports activity sheets, such as football, volleyball, or bas-
ketball programs showing weight and height of team mem-
bers.

Directory information, which is information that is gener-
ally not considered harmful or an invasion of privacy if re-
leased, can also be disclosed to outside organizations with-
out a parent’s prior written consent. Outside organizations
include, but are not limited to, companies that manufac-
ture class rings or publish yearbooks. In addition, two fed-
eral laws require local educational agencies (LEA) receiving
assistance in the Elementary and Secondary Education Act
of 1965(ESEA) to provide military recruiters upon request,
with three directory information categories — names, ad-
dresses, and telephone listings — unless parents have ad-
vised the LEA that they do not want their student’s infor-
mation disclosed without their prior written consent.

If you do not want Johnson County Central School to dis-
close directory information from your child’s education
records without your prior written consent, you must no-
tify the District in writing by September 15, 2011. Please
direct your request to Mr. Moles or your student's building
principal. Johnson County School has designated the fol-
lowing information as directory information:

-Student name

-Address

-Telephone listing

-Photograph

-Grade level

-Dates of attendance

-Participation in officially recognized activities and sports
-Weight and height of members of athletic teams
-Honors and awards received

-The most recent educational agency or institution at-
tended.

Parents and students wishing Johnson County Central
School to release additional information contained in a
student’s education record to outside agencies need to
present a signed, written request or complete the appro-
priate student record release form.

Requesting a High School Transcript:
Seniors or Other Current Students applying for postsecond-

ary institutions, educational programs and scholarships
need to bring a written request from a parent to Johnson
County Central School in order for a transcript or other
information such as class rank, grade point average, or
ACT/SAT score to be released. Transcript Request Forms
may be picked up from the guidance office.

Graduates of Johnson County Central Public Schools or Elk
Creek Schools, Nemaha Valley Schools or Tecumseh Public
School need to submit a written request stating: a) infor-
mation to send (such as a transcript of grades), b) the year
of graduation and/or attendance (such as graduated 2003),
c) name and address of institution or program to receive
requested information and finally, the printed name and
signature of the former student making the request. Re-
quests may be mailed to: Johnson County Central High
School, Attn: Mrs. Shelley Moles, 358 N. 6" Street, Tecum-
seh, NE 68450, or given to Mrs. Moles in the counselor’s
office.

National Honor Society to Host Red Cross Blood Drive
September 1:

National Honor Society members will host a “Sweet 16”
Red Cross Blood Drive on Thursday, September 1 from 7:30
a.m. to 12:00 noon. Students, staff, and community mem-
bers who wish to give to help save a life should contact
Emily Little or Anna Kuhl to schedule a donation time. You
may also call Mrs. Moles at (402) 335-3328 during school
hours to schedule a donation time. One unit of blood given
can help save up to three lives!

The entire donation process takes about 1 % hours, from
registration through refreshments. The actual donation
takes about eight minutes. Drinking plenty of fluids the day
of and the day before the donation and eating a good
breakfast help ensure a positive experience. Most people
feel fine immediately after donating.

Students in grades 4 and 5 are encouraged to participate in
the “Pint-sized Hero” program. Students who recruit a par-
ent or other adult for the blood drive may earn a T-shirt!

Walk-ins are welcomed but appointments are preferred.
Contact Emily Little or Anna Kuhl to be a lifesaver!



2011 NeSA Results: Johnson County Central Schools

The Nebraska State Accountability (NeSA) Reports for reading and math are now available to the district.
Reports were mailed to the parents of participating students in the Johnson County School district on August,
26. Students that participated in last year’s NeSA assessments in reading and math were enrolled in the JCC
school district during the spring of 2011 in the following grades: 3", 4™, 5™ 6™ 7" 8™ and 11™. In addition,
students in grades 4 and 8 completed a writing assessment. Students in grade 11 participated in an on-line
writing pilot in which no results were provided. JCC students in grades 5, 8, and 11 also participated in an on-
line science pilot with no results as well. The NeSA assessments are a statewide testing system required by
state law for all public school systems in the state of Nebraska.

After the 2010 NeSA reading results were released last August, Johnson County Central administration and
staff quickly identified a need for school improvement: reading. Although the process is ongoing, it is clear by
the 2011 NeSA reading results that progress has been made among students. This is due to increased efforts
by staff and students, as well. The JCC school district made great strides in improving their reading scores.
Below are the percentages for JCC students that met or exceeded state standards in the 2010 and 2011 testing
for periods grades 4-8. The 2011 state average is also depicted.

JCC NeSA Reading Results: Percentage of Students
Meeting or Exceeding State Standards.

m 2010 2011 m 2011 State Average

83% 80%80%76% 8%

0, 0,
71% 69%61%70% 60%74%74% 579 74% 68%75%71% 77%77%
Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 11

*No 2010 comparisons for grades 3 and 11 due to testing process. Those students were not tested in 2010.

The efforts to improve student reading success are continual at JCC. This school year the elementary and
middle school have adopted a new reading program, “Reading Street.” Every school day elementary students
will be engaged in a reading activity for an average of 90 minutes. Students reading levels are determined by
baseline level testing which then allows them to work in accordance with their individual abilities. In addition,
the elementary is equipped with Promethean boards to make the reading process interactive and engaging for
students.

One of the main goals of the Johnson County School district is to create students who are lifelong learners. In
order to establish reading as an enduring practice, both the middle and high schools will set aside 15 minutes a
day for all JCC students and staff to participate in pleasure reading. Reading throughout the district will be a
continual process for students.

In a continuing effort to best help students, the JCC school district adopted a new diagnostic testing program.
MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) testing is a tool that measures individual student progress. MAP testing
is a computerized adaptive assessment that will be administered to students 3 times a year grades K-12 in
reading, writing, math, and science. Although reading is the school improvement goal for the JCC school



district, administration and staff persist in creating the best learning environment for all students in each
curriculum area. MAP testing will help JCC educators work with individual students to improve learning in
those areas. MAP testing will be conducted in addition to DIBELS in the elementary grades K-5. Both are
ongoing student evaluation tools utilized three times a year to test individual students reading capabilities.
These testing resources help educators to better understand each student’s academic level and provide
teachers the power to help them excel.

This year, Mrs. Gail Hutt will be serving as the Reading teacher for all elementary students, K-5.  Mrs. Sally
Hutt will be assisting her with student reading instruction. Students will work with both instructors in groups
and on an individual basis according to their reading levels. A variety of technology tools will be incorporated
during reading instruction to help challenge, support, and engage students in reading.

The Johnson County Central school district is utilizing a variety of strategies to help our students thrive in the
area of reading and all aspects of their education. It is the hope of the district to build every year on student
success and to provide students with the tools they need to flourish and be successful.

In addition to NeSA-Reading, the district also received scores for NeSA-Math. All grades tested in the district
averaged higher scores than the state averages in the categories of meets or exceeds state standards. Below
are the percentages for JCC students and the state that met or exceeded state standards in the spring 2011
testing period grades 3-8 and 11.

JCC NeSA Math Results: Percentage of Students
Meeting or Exceeding State Standards

B District Percentages State Percentages
87% 83% 83%
79% ° o
69% 67% 68% 66% 62% "% 61% oo% L,
j I I -
Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 11

These math results will serve as a baseline for the district and future testing.

2011 NeSA writing results were available for grades 4 and 8 in April of 2011. Students did very well on this
assessment. As a district, 83% of the 30 students tested in grade 4 met state standards and 97% of the 34
students tested in grade 8 met the state standards. NeSA-W does not indicate exceeds state standards as
reading and math.

The 2011-2012 school year also brings changes to the position of assessment coordinator. Mrs. Marsha Bacon
will return to teaching full-time in the Spanish classroom. She will be replaced by Mrs. Sally Hutt who in
addition to helping with the reading program, will be serving as the school assessment and curriculum
coordinator.

Marsha Bacon



JCC FALL ATHLETICS

Thunderbird Cross Country Season Outlook:

The Thunderbird Cross Country team enters the 2011 sea-
son with high hopes. The boys team will be one of the larg-
est we have had in many years. Through the first week of
practice we currently have nine boys on the squad with the
possibility of more runners to join the team. The boys ros-
ter includes Senior Ethan Fricke, Juniors Daniel Fritsch,
Brandon Martell, Josh Crane, and Seth Laver, Sophomores
Spenser Sullivan, Brady Parrish and Mason Baum, and
Freshman Garrett Hamilton. We have a good mix of re-
turning runners and some new faces on the team. The
boys can be a very competitive group in many of the meets
we compete in. With the group we have we will be able to
field a full varsity team and have some runners on Junior
Varsity. The will provide competitition on the team that
should push the boys to improve from week to week. This
could be a very fun group to watch as the season pro-
gresses and they look to push to the top of ECNC and Dis-
tricts.

On the girls side we will return Seniors Shelby Strubel and
Shawnee Johns. With only two girls on the squad we will
be unable to score as a team but both Shelby and Shawnee
look to finish out their high school cross country careers on
a high note. Both girls have run quite a few times on each
of the courses we go to, so they should be looking to im-
prove on their personal records throughout the season.

The season kicks off on Friday September 2" at the John-
son County Invite being held at the Tecumseh Country
Club. Races will start at 9:00 AM.

JCC Volleyball 2011

The volleyball season officially started August 15" with our
first day of practices. It was nice to have a week prior to
the first day of classes to get our season off to a good start
without the worries of class work. We have a very young
team this year, with over two-thirds of the group of 26
being freshmen and sophomores. Six seniors and two jun-
iors will need to provide leadership to the nine sopho-
mores and nine freshmen on the team. We return only two
starters and six letter-winners from last season, so it may
be many weeks into the season before we find right mix of
players that both maximize the girls’ strengths and gives us
the best chance to be successful.

Since our schedule is predominately filled with nightly tri-
angulars, we don’t get to play even half of our games in
front of the home crowd. This year however, we do open
the season with two home triangulars on September 1% vs.
HTRS and Falls City, and September 6™ vs. Wilber-Clatonia
and Syracuse. Other home contests include the JCC Invita-
tional on October 3"’, a dual vs. Auburn on October 6”‘, and
another triangular vs. Lewiston and Pawnee City on Octo-
ber 18". These girls have been working hard and always
enjoy the experience of playing in front of a large home
crowd.

Ben Swanson

JCC Cross Country Team

ARIDERS
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Math News
Ben Swanson

I would like to recognize and thank the Tecumseh Public
Schools Foundation Inc. for providing the funds to purchase
75 Texas Instruments-30XIIS scientific calculators for use in
my math classroom. These calculators will be checked-out
to each of the students in Applied Math 1, Applied Math 2,
Beginning Algebra, and Advanced Algebra classes this school
year. This will ensure each student has access to a calcula-
tor, as well as provide consistency in the class when it comes
to learning new functions the calculators are capable of per-
forming. | also believe this will increase student participa-
tion in small-group problem solving, and also when working
example problems as a class during lesson instruction.

Fourth Grade
Kelli Dorsey

This year fourth grade is located at the Cook site. We are
quickly adjusting to our new home and back into the routine
of the school year.

We absolutely LOVE the new Promethean board in our class-
room!
It is such a great learning tool.

For Language Arts, we are using are new reading series
Reading Streets which includes Reading, Spelling, English,
and Writing. Our first story is “Because of Winn Dixie” and
so far everyone loves it.

Our daily schedule gets pretty busy. In Math, we are learning
many new concepts using our Saxon Math. We are adding
and subtracting with missing numbers, reviewing place
value, and working on reading and writing large numbers.

Daily students have Accelerated Reading time where stu-
dents read independently and take comprehension tests on
the computer, it is amazing by the end of the year how many
points they will have accumulated.

During Social Science time we have begun reading and dis-
cussing the history of Nebraska.

For literature we are reading Jennifer Murdley’s Toad, where
students learn that it is more important to be beautiful in-
side than out.

Visit a fourth grade classroom and you will see they are
decorated top to bottom with frogs and toad because it is
going to be a ‘toad’ally awesome school year!

Preschool
by Lisa Othmer

The Power of Play

This year we are very excited to be offering three session of
preschool at Johnson County Central! Over the course of
this school year our preschoolers will have many opportuni-
ties to see, hear, touch, and connect with their surroundings.
It is through these sensory experiences that preschoolers
master the basics of learning readiness.

No child will reach his or her full potential if creativity is not
allowed in the early years. Curiosity, imagination, and crea-
tivity are like muscles—if you don’t use them, you lose
them! The majority of our preschool schedule is devoted to
k”. When

these young children master skills and abilities through play,

e U

exploratory play. Play is a preschooler’s “wor
they not only develop confidence and a positive disposition
toward learning, but they also exhibit more innovation,
greater empathy and cooperation, better problem-solving
strategies, and longer attention spans.

A growing body of research shows that every competency
important to school success is enhanced by play (Isenberg
and Quisenberry, 2002; Singer, 2006). Play serves to
strengthen the synaptic connections in the brain through the
experiences that play provides to very young children.
Through play children demonstrate their increasing ability to
think symbolically and their abilities to self-regulate and ex-
plain their thinking. And it is crucial to note that these self-
regulating behaviors are more strongly associated with
school readiness than are intelligence quotient (1Q) or entry-
level reading or math skills (Diamond, A., Barnett W. S., Tho-
mas, J., Munro, S. 2007). Core self-regulating behaviors in-
clude inhibitory control (resisting habits, temptations, or
distractions), working memory (mentally holding and using
information), and cognitive flexibility (adjusting to change).
Play is not a break from the curriculum; play is the best way
to implement the curriculum. Play contributes to develop-
ment of children’s attention span, concentration, impulse
control, and group participation (Bodrova & Leong, 2003).

Anyone is encouraged to visit our preschool classrooms to
experience a day in the life of a preschooler. It is sure to be
an eventful and insightful experience. Also, if you have a
hobby or talent that you would like to share with our pre-
schoolers, please contact Mrs. Othmer or Mrs. Grove. It
would be a pleasure to have you as our guest.
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Kindergarten News
Mrs. Kathie Grotrian

The 2024 Kindergarten class have been very excited about
starting school! All 17 boys and girls are busy learning about
school and rules and getting used to a full day of learning
and fun! “Treasures” was our theme for the first week of
school. This year we will explore Reading, discover Science,
master Math, dig into Writing, hunt for History as we find
the treasure in learning! Students brought some of their
special treasures each day. We had a different “Treasure
Hunt” every day where we dug in the sand, rice, spaghetti or
jelly and on Friday we had a treasure map that we followed
to find our special treasure. In our Kindergarten Café, we
cooked up special snacks with a treasure inside each day.
Mrs. Grotrian’s special treasures this year are: Ezra Atte-
bery, Houston Bailey, Karine Burnett, Claire Ferguson, Daisy
Gardner, Jennifer Hernandez, Ava Klein, Kasha Marroquin,
Isaiah Morrow, Kaitlynn Plager, Sunnie Rother, Keven Silos,
Maya Straka, Karter Switzer, Shaylie Thiemann, Terry Trew,
and Coby Wallace.

Horizons
Mrs. Juilfs
Get the SCOOP on Learning with Horizons!

Welcome back students, parents and staff! All of us here in
the Horizons classroom hope you had a wonderful summer.
If your summer was like most of ours, it went incredibly
quick. I am extremely excited to begin this new program
here at Johnson County Central. | was able to start the Hori-
zons program this summer. We met with the students during
the month of June. We had a great time. We were able to
learn a lot about the aquatic world. We made whales, fish,
and books about the ocean. | am looking forward to a terrific
school year with them as well.

In the Horizons program we will be working on individualized
needs. The Horizons’ students will be reviewing and expand-
ing on current skills. They will also be learning new ones, one
scoop at a time. We have lots of fun ideas planned to keep
us very busy this year. We are looking forward to a great
year with our students.

Success comes in many flavors.
What’s yours?

JCC 3-D News
By Mrs. Peters

June Jam 2011

Twenty-one high school and middle school students
attended June Jam this summer. Everyone came back tired
but more knowledgeable about drugs and alcohol and of
course, with new friendships. Over 200 students across
Southeast Nebraska gathered in Milford, NE to attend this
Drug-Free conference sponsored by Region V Systems and
local ESU’s. Most of these activities are youth driven by Re-
gion V’s Youth Action Board (YAB).

Most activities were to build support and partner-
ships for our youth. They included fun activities with drug-
free peers, leadership skills, a talent show, dance, games,
and lots of good food. We had several talented vocal stu-
dents participate in the talent show.

The most serious session and the one that made
the biggest impact on us was the Save A Life Tour! This
speaker and video was graphic and blunt about the effects of
driving while intoxicated. Students had the opportunity to
use a multi-million dollar driving simulator. It gave the par-
ticipants a realistic perspective of drunk driving. While the
speaker was pretty sad and grumpy we still agreed it was a
good session. For more information on this check out their
website www.savealifetour.com.

Another session included a question and answer
period with Pawnee County and Johnson County sheriffs.
The sheriffs told us about some of their own personal experi-
ences, experiences of the job and the training it takes to
become a law enforcement officer. They also explained
many laws and the new consequences for MIP’s and DUI’s. It
was good to see the interaction between teens and law en-
forcement.

After farewells to all of our new found friends most
of us slept all the way home and are looking forward to at-
tending the fun event again next summer.

3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k ok 3k 3k 3k 3k ok 3k 3k 3k 5k 3k ok 3k ok 3k %k ok ok 3k %k %k ok ok %k kk ok

There will be a short informational meeting for
all elementary parents September 16" at 7:15
A.M. in the elementary auditorium in Tecumseh.
The meeting will be about our new reading pro-
gram and more. Tickets will be given to all par-
ents that attend for the pumpkin painting and
hot dog night on October 14" before the home
football game with Weeping Water. A continen-
tal breakfast will be provided. We are looking for-

ward to seeing you there.
Sponsored by the Title 1 program.

12


http://www.savealifetour.com/

Media News For new elementary students and a reminder to previous stu-

By Mrs. Peters dents, each student will be given a library bag to keep and
carry their library books in to and from school. Please do not
“Give a Hoot and Read!” is this year’s elementary library throw these bags away but help your child to learn the re-

theme. Students are going to learn how important it is to care sponsibility of caring for library books. On the bag will be their
about learning to read, as it is a life-long skill. Kindergarteners name and the day that their class checks out. Please help re-
will learn how to use and care for library books with Leo the  mind your student to return their books each week so that
Library Mouse so it will be a few weeks before their first they can always check out new ones and experience the en-
check out. First grade students will start the Accelerated riching effect of quality literature. Each year we lose expen-
Reading program as soon as they are reading ready. We also  sive books and it is hard to replace these.

hope to spend some time learning about how to use the

internet properly and safely.

Must Be Present To Win!!!

Or
Student Attendance Results in Increased Student Learning

Your c¢childbés attendance at school is an i mportanth f
the students must be present. I know this sounds simple, but at times, student attendance does become an issue. I would ad-
vise that parents and guardians:

be proactive with children in this area.

try to schedule appointments and vacations outside of the school day or when school is not in session.

half days and late arrivals can add up quickly.

try to discern the difference between a child

child who is actually ill.
Please read through the handbook concerning absenteeism.

actor
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From the Band Department

Thank you to everyone who attended one or more of
the parades that the band has marched in already this year.
Now that school has started the high school band has shifted
its focus to that of field marching to be prepared for half-time
performances and marching competitions to be held in Octo-
ber.

One of the biggest changes you'll notice for this year
is that the AppleJack parade is not on the schedule. We'll be
trying something new this year, we will attend the UNO clinic/
contest held on the same date. This will give our students the
chance to get immediate feedback from the judges after their
performance. No ratings will be given, this is just a chance for
us to perform our show and receive feedback to improve our
show headed into contest season. We will be trying it out this
year and making a decision on future performances after the
marching season has concluded.

Listed below are the Band Dates for the year as of
September 1. Dates in bold indicate a required performance.

Sep.

1 Pep Band VB Triangular TBA

6 Pep Band VB Triangular TBA

9 All-State audition applications due

14 Homecoming Parade 2:00

15  7/8 Band at Richardson Fair(Humboldt) TBA

16  HSand MS FB (Homecoming) 7:00pm
17 MB at UNO Clinc/Contest TBA

23 MB FB v. HTRS 7:00pm
25 Marching Exhibition 7:30pm
Oct.

6 Pep Band VB v. Auburn 8:00pm
8 Links Marching Contest (Lincoln High) TBA

14 MB FB v. Weeping Water 7:00pm
15 All-State band and choir auditions morning
16 LPS Marching Contest (Seacrest Field) TBA

18 Pep Band VB Triangular TBA

22 NSBA Marching Contest (Seacrest Field) TBA
Nov.

1 Pep Band VB Sub-D Finals (away) TBA

4 Pep Band VB Dist Final (away) TBA

11  Veteran's Day perform morning
10-12 Pep Band VB State (Gl) TBA

16-18 NMEA convention & All-State Band/Choir all day

Dec.

8 HS Concert 7:00pm
9 Cook Site Concert 7:00pm
13 Pep Band v. Palmyra 6:00pm

Jan.

19
24

Feb.
7
10

Pep Band v. Wil-Clay
Pep Band v. EI-Mur
Pep Band v. HTRS
Pep Band v. Malcolm

Pep Band v. Lin Christian
Pep Band v. Yutan

13-16 Pep Band GBB Sub-D Finals (away)
20-23 Pep Band BBB Sub-D Finals (away)

24
27

Mar.
1-3
8-10
20
April
19
May

12
14

Pep Band GBB District Finals (away)
Pep Band BBB District Finals (away)

Pep Band GBB State (away)
Pep Band BBB State (away)
MUDECAS Music

Contest Concert
District Music Contest @ Tec

HS Concert
ECNC Honor Band
Graduation
Cook Site Concert

Other Dates TBD
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6:00pm
6:00pm
6:00pm
6:00pm

6:00pm
6:00pm
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA

TBA
TBA
TBA

7:00pm
all day

7:00pm
all day

2:00pm
7:00pm
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Johnson County Central School Lunch Menu

Sunday

Monday

11 12
Rib Patty w/Bun
Pasta Salad
Veggie
Fruit
Milk

18 19
Tator Tot Casserole
Green Beans
Fruit
Bread & Butter
Milk

25 26
Chicken Patty/Bun
Veggie
Fruit
Rice Crispy Treat
Milk

Tuesday

Buritto
Rice
Veggie
Fruit
Milk

13
Cr Chicken & Bisquet
Veggie
Fruit
PB No Bake Cookie
Milk

20
Chicken Nuggets
Mashed Potato
Fruit
Roll
Milk

27
Feastada
Veggie
Fruit
Bread & Butter
Milk

Wednesday

7
Breaded Beef Patty
w/ Bun
Stars Hash Browns
Fruit & Cookie
Milk

14
Saisbury Steak
Potato w/ Gravy
Fruit
Roll
Milk

21
Hoagie
Corn Chips
Veggie
Fruit
Milk

28
Chef’s Choice

Milk

for

Thursday

Goulash
Green Beans
Fruit
Bread & Butter
Milk

Pizza
Lettuce
Bread Stick
Fruit
Milk

15
Hot Ham/Cheese
Tator Tots
Fruit
Jello
Milk

22
Scallop Potatoes w/
Ham
Veggie & Fruit
Muffin
Milk

29
Cheeseburger/Bun
French Fries
Veggie
Fruit
Milk

September 2011

Friday

Hot Dog
French Fries
Baked Beans

Fruit
Milk

9
Turkey/Cheese Wrap
Corn Chips
Fruit
Celery & Carrots
Milk

ar

23
Cheese Stick
Corn Casserole
Fruit
Cookie
Milk

30
Corn Dog
Mac & Cheese
Veggie
Fruit
Milk

Saturday

10

17

24
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Dear Johnson County Central Patrons:

The T Bird Booster Club is giving you the opportunity to support our 2011—2012 athletes.
With your donation, your name or business will be listed on the back of the athletic programs

this year.

Contributors can be businesses, parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, etc of the athletes.
With the donations raised the past year the booster club was able to purchase football and
volleyball uniforms, a wrestling mat, gym floor covering and scores table for the high school
gym. The money that is raised through donations and the concession stand goes directly back

into the school athletic programs.

Thanks for supporting Johnson County Central Athletics!!!

Black Club

$5.008 $24.00

Red Club

$25.008 $99.00

Gold Club

$100.00 and above

Please print below how you like your name and or business listed on the programs.

Please return to :

Johnson County Central Public Schools
% Kayleen Doeden

PO Box 338

Tecumseh, NE 68450
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Johnson County
Central Public Schools

PO Box 338 PO Box 255
Tecumseh, NE 68450 Cook, NE 68329
Phone: 402 335-3320 Superintendent @ Tecumseh

402 335-3328 Principal @ Tecumseh

402 864-2024 Elementary Office @ Cook
402 864-4171 Principal @ Cook

402 864-4181 MS Office @ Cook

Web Site www.jccentral.org

This newsletter is produced monthly to inform parents,
district patrons and others about school events, classroom
events, and student achievements in the classroom and
extra curricular activities. This information is submitted
by faculty and staff members. Information may be sub-
mitted to offices at Tecumseh and Cook.

The school reserves the right to edit information in the
interest of space and content.

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
US Postage Paid
Permit No. 3
Cook, NE 68329
ECRWS

ECRWS

POSTAL PATRON

SCHOOL BUS DRIVER

We are looking for substitute route drivers as well as activity drivers for the 2011-2012 school year. Our School Bus
Drivers are responsible for understanding the importance of their job and doing it excellently-every day.

Requirements:

*High School Diploma or GED

*Valid Nebraska Drivers License and excellent driving record

*The ability to attend and pass a LEVEL | and LEVEL Il bus driver training program.

*Obtain a CDL License

Benefits:

*Expenses for testing and for a physical are reimbursed after successfully completing requirements.

*We offer a competitive wage

*Many driving opportunities

nterested persons shoul

d
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