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SUPERINTENDENT NOTES by Jack D. Moles

| recently received a mailing from the ACT corporation. In this mailing they outlined the per-

formance of Johnson County Central students in comparison to state and national averages. Si
dents at Johnson County Central in the past year had a composite average of 21.4, while the ste
average was 22.1. While there may be reasons for performing below the state average, this caus
me to pose the obvious questions: (1) what are we currently doing that has been successful in pr
paring our students and how do we continue doing those things? (2) What are we currently doin
that has the potential for success and how do we tweak them to help to ensure greater success?
What do we need to do differently to enable our students to perform better? These are question:s
will be working with staff members to answer this year.

One of the goals | have for our school since the merger a little over two years ago is to becom
the best academic school in the area. Although | believe we have enjoyed considerable growth i
working toward this goal, our ACT results would serve as an indication that we have not attainec
that goal as yet.

I n the report from ACT, one statement stood
rigor of coursework, rather than simply the number of core courses, that has the greatest impact ¢
ACT performance and coll ege readiness. 0 Th

at Johnson County Central who challenged themselves with four years of advanced math class
had an average Math score on the ACT of 24.4. Students in our school who had three years or le
of math had an average Math score of 16.0. Students who had taken four years of Science had
average Science average of 23.0 while students who had three years of less of Science had an
erage score of 18.5.

What does this tell us? As a school | think it reinforces in us the responsibility to challenge our
students to challenge themselves. As parents, | think it also reinforces this same responsibility
We should not be content to let our children simply meet the minimums. We should be challeng
ing them to reach beyond the minimums and reach their truest potential.

The common question i s, Aiwhy should we pl a
many possible answers to this question, but for parents | think one of the main ones has to do wit
the pocketbook. Al t h-toulatehfigures, d compnsite dtarevoé 30,tcdue
pled with a decent class rank, can earn a Regents Scholarship at UNL, which is over $5,000 p¢
year. A score of 25 can earn a Board of Trustees Scholarship to one of the state colleges. Tr
can be worth more than $3,000 per year. The private colleges in the state also recognize high
ACT scores, with a couple of points on the ACT resulting in $1,000 to $2,000 more in scholarship
money. So, mom and dad, the little bit of increased work your son/daughter goes through in hig}
school may end up resulting in many thousands of dollars toward a college education. Time an
effort well spent.

As stated above, | will be working with the staff to develop strategies for increasing our average
ACT scores. There are things we have done that have certainly helped, but | know we need to st
up our efforts.



Principal és Corner

Rick Lester, High School Principal

Webve progressed successful | y-2010schaolygah It s greattd dea adl the sfue w

dents back at JCC, and I 6m sure they all enjoyed the
of keeping touch, just a little reminder of the rules regarding the use of cell phones at school. | know all these young
people feel that they candt | ive without their cell

rules of usage during school hours.

First and most importantly, at no time is a student to have his or her cell phone in the classroom or use the cell phone
during instructional time. There is no educational purpose in using a cell phone during instructional time.

Students are allowed to use cell phones before school, between classes, during lunch and after school. Cell phones
to be stored in student book lockers, not in purses, book bags or pockets.

If a student violates the cell phone rules and a teacher or administrator confiscates hi or her cell phone, the first offen

will result in the phone being kept until the ermrd of
end of the school day; on a second offadBlY a parent or legal guardian (not big brother/sister or grandparents) can
pick up the phone no earlier than the end of that sc
parent or | egal guardian may pick up the cell phone

and the student will be required to attend six hours of Saturday School. Any subsequent offense is the same as a thire
offense with an additional six hours of Saturday School for each new offense.

I have met with all JCC students concerning our new cell phone usage policy. The district feels we have created a
happy medium in allowing them to use their phones during the schoalld@y, NOT DURING CLASS. We truly
appreciate your support of our new regulations regarding the use of cell phones. As always, if you have any question:s
concerns regarding this policy, please see me.

Rich Bacon, Middle School Principal

The 20092010 school year began on August'iiith 225 preschool througH"@rade students coming through the
doors of Johnson County Central in Cook. The first week of school arrived with a great deal of anticipation and excite-
ment as students get reacquainted with friends and <c¢
school year is always refreshing as it provides everyone involved with a new beginning. Hopefully, that excitement wil
motivate our students to reach their goals and accomplish great things here at Johnson County Central Schools.

As we start another school year | encourage all pare
dren who have parents that are involved in their education generally perform better in school. Simple things such as a
ing how their day was or making sure their homework
success. Hopefully, parents and teachers all want the samé tbingpur child to have a successful and productive
school year. When parents and teachers work together the students will benefit, making it possible for them to accom
plish great things. I f you have any questions or <co
chil déos teacher or mysel f.

Junior High football and volleyball practices have begun. The football team, led by coaches Kirk Faris, Jeff Robeson,
and Hugh Giesbrecht, started the season with 24 participants. The volleyball team, led by coaches Sue Borcher and
Karen Mahoney started the season with 22 participants. At the start of any season we should take time to think about
purpose of athletics in a Middle School setting. While everyone wants to win, winning should not be the main objective
of any sports program at this level. Middle School activities need to encourage participation and the development of
fundamentals that will help them succeed at the varsity level. Instead of emphasizing winning and losing, we need to
focus on hard work and effort. If students can learn to work hard and give maximum effort at a young age they are
learning two skills that will help them succeed for the rest of their lives. Please support our young athletes this year by
attending games and cheering their efforts.

Prior to the high school football scrimmageth8 T r d Booster Club hosted the Boo
sports seasons. People who attended the Booster Blitz enjoyed a meal providedBirdHgobster Club and heard
each of the coaches from the fall sports season speak about their teams. Coaches and athletes from all sports put in
tremendous amount of time and hard work in an attempt to have sucsessohsL et 6 s show our app
their efforts by supporting al/l of our school 6s



Ron Skwarek, Elementary Principal

Great Start

We are off and running with the start of the 2@D8.0 school year. Our first day enrollment for preschool throtigh 5
grade was 167 students. We spent the first day meeting each other, discussing our classroom events, and ended witt
celebration for the first day.

Safety Concerns

Elementary students are very active and have recess outside where they swing, run, climb on equipment, and play on
merry-go-round so proper footwear is suggested to keep them safe. Students who wiegsfljould easily get hurt by
catching a toe on the ground or equipment, trip, or thdl@ipmight come off or break causing an injury. It is sug-

gested that students wear secure footwear.

Parents at the Tecumseh site please beware of the no parking signs which are placed at the corners and before cross
walks. Please do not block the crosswalks. These requests are there for the safety of the children.

Early Arrival
Students are encouraged not to arrive before 8:00 unless they are eating breakfast or riding the bus because supervis
does not begin until 8:00.

Handbooks
Your child should have already brought home the elementary handbook. We need the last two pages completed and
turned to school (Alert Now with phone numbers and the handbook receipt).

Meal Money

Our school meals are to be purchased in advance. Students are to pay in the morning before school. Charging for sc
lunch is not allowed. If you think you might qualify for free/reduced meals, forms are in the office.

Visit

I want to encourage you to visit school, whether tha
want to visit with me please call and | will schedule a time for our visit.

September Elementary Calendar Items
9/7 No School Labor Day
9/18 No Schooli Teacher IrService

9/23 No Schoadl All Staff In-Service




