
  

 

Johnson County Central Public Schools 
 

Monthly Newsletter  
 
 

September 2019 

VOLUME    13 
ISSUE 2 

 
 

 

Dr. Galen Boldt 
Superintendent 
402-335-3330 

 
Rick  Lester 
High School Principal 
402-335-3328 
 

 
Rich Bacon 
Athletic Director 
Middle School  Principal 
402-864-4171 
 

 
Jon Rother  
Elementary  Principal  
402-335-3320 
 

Superintendent Report  

               September 2019                      

by Dr. Galen Boldt 

Greetings! 
 
The school year is off to an excellent start!  I see a lot of excitement in 
the eyes of students and staff as we get our feet on the ground to tackle the goals ahead of us 
in the school year.   
 
With the budget up for discussion and hearings at the September Board Meeting, I want to 
focus my thoughts on the financial status of the district for my Newsletter comments.  We 
are in our 12th year since the merger of the former Nemaha Valley and Tecumseh school  
districts and factors that apply to funding of schools have changed in some ways and         
remained the same in others.  When the districts merged we realized a substantial gain in  
valuation by combining the districts.  Over time, however, many factors come together that 
effect different schools in different ways.   
 
In Nebraska, schools receive funding from State, Federal and Local (tax dollars) sources.  
For many rural schools, funding from the state has decreased over the years.  The chart be-
low shows state equalization funding for the past 3 years as well as State Aid for next year.  
As you can see, JCC does not have any Option Enrollment (Net Option Funding) because  
we have more students optioning out than optioning in.   
 

 
 
When state funding is reduced, the only way to meet the needs required in the General Fund 
to operate our schools can come from our local sources, or tax dollars.  The chart below 
shows the history of the JCC valuation since the 14-15 school year: 
 

 
 
 
The years leading up to 2014 saw some drastic increases in farm land values, which                      
contributed to the rise in the local ability to fund education and the loss of state funds.     
However, this past year our valuation has actually decreased from the level we held in       
2017-18.  The end result finds our 19-20 valuation at $723,706,953, down from 
$727,324,667 last year and even the $726,354,904 from the 17-18 school year.  When       
values go down, the only way to raise the revenue needed to fund increasing costs comes 
from raising the levy rate. 

Gen. Fund Revenue 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20

Equalization Aid 0 0 0 0

Net Option Funding 0 0 0 0

Allocated Income Tax 52,181$              48,067$             51,955$             49,804$                 

Total 52,181$              48,067$             51,955$             49,804$                 

2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20

Valuation 597,801,158$    681,585,722$    713,250,755$    726,354,904$    727,324,667$   723,706,953$       

Increase/Decrease 83,784,564$      31,665,033$      13,104,149$      969,763$           (3,617,714)$          
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The following chart shows the history of the levy rate including all funds from the 2014-15 school 
year:  
 

 
 
The increase in the total levy that we will be presenting at the September Budget Hearing is 
$0.02905, which will raise an additional $404,108 in General Fund revenue as indicated by the chart 
below.  In reviewing the chart you see that the General Fund only increased $58,034 ($53,146 + 
$4,889) in the past two years, yet expenditures increased substantially.   
 

 
 
The chart below shows the increase in expenditures since 16-17 with the projection of expenditures 
in 19-20.  While keeping the tax levy the same for the past two years made sense for keeping taxes 
as low as possible, it now makes sense to make the recommended increases to the General to give 
the school funds required to operate. 
 
Expenditures:  

  
 
It is important to note that the Board of Education scrutinizes expenditures at every Board Meeting 
and has been doing an excellent job of approving only those things needed to operate our school.  
Recent increased spending is a result of the increases required to support staff and benefit increases, 
maintain aging facilities at two sites, and support district needs in critical areas of technology and 
transportation, as well as general increases in costs of everything.  While increased spending has 
been noted in the last 3 years, the average increase per year since 2007 has been 2.8%. 

Levy Rates 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20

General Fund 0.952700 0.862700 0.887800 0.879100 0.878678 0.938909

Bond Fund 0.098700 0.084600 0.067600 0.000000 0.000000 0.000000

Building Fund 0.030300 0.030300 0.030300 0.060600 0.060496 0.029310

QCPUF 0.000000 0.000000 0.000000 0.000000 0.000000 0.000000

Total Levy $1.081700 $0.977600 $0.985700 $0.939700 $0.939174 $0.968219

Increase/Decrease ($0.10410) $0.00810 ($0.04600) ($0.00053) $0.02905

General Fund Revenue 5,695,252$        5,880,040$        6,332,240$        6,385,386$        6,390,842$        6,794,950$            

Increase/Decrease 184,788$            452,200$            53,146$             5,456$               404,108$               

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20

7,073,932$  7,431,280$      7,794,446$      8,048,317$      

Rational for the Budget Recommendation: 
 1.  Last year we kept the General Fund levy the same as the year before.  The result meant 
that we had receipts similar to the year before, but expenditures that increased, resulting in a cash 
flow reduction.  The increased levy will help to restore our cash flow to a better position. 
 2.  The increase in General Fund will address the issues associated with the loss of $100,000 
in Grant Funds for Early Childhood, increases required to support Technology, increases required to 
support Transportation, increases required to support Maintenance and Upkeep issues, and increases 
required to support salaries and benefits. 
 3.  The decrease in Building Fund revenue will be OK for the next year since we do not have 
major projects planned.  However, if we continue to try and maintain and repair aging facilities, we 
will be faced with some more difficult financial decisions regarding how much money we continue 
to budget for repairs and upkeep. 
  
In the end, the tax impact of the levy increase on a property valued at $100,000 results in an increase 
of total tax by $29.05.  While no one wants to see their tax statement increase, everyone wants to 
have a school that we can be proud of.  The Board of Education will make the final decision regard-

ing the Budget after the Hearings to discuss the budget and set the taxes prior to the September 
Board Meeting on Sept. 11. 
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NEWS FROM PRINCIPAL RICK LESTER 
 
School has started off great, students have their final schedule and extra-curricular activities are 
already in full gear. 
 
I met with each grade on Thursday, August 22 and discussed the importance of our John Baylor 
Test Prep Program.  Bringing the John Baylor Test Prep Program on-line to JCC district is an in-
vestment by the district in our students ACT score:  an important measure used for college ad-
mission and financial aid.  Most test prep courses cost hundreds of dollars, JCC student’s will 
complete the John Baylor ACT Test Prep at school or home 24-7 free of charge.  All JCC students 
will have full access to all the ACT prep sessions and bonus materials.  JCC students can use the 
John Baylor ACT Test Prep as much as they want at school or home. 
 
We truly believe the best and most efficient way for a student to maximize his/her potential on 
the ACT test is to take challenging core classes throughout their high school career.  The John 
Baylor Test Prep Program is another tool to help students reach their potential on the ACT test. 
 
If you are interested in your student taking the John Baylor Test Prep Program, please make 
sure your student fills out the form they received at school. 
 

************************ 
 

JCC 2019 Homecoming game is Friday, September 20, 2019 vs. Yutan at 7:00 p.m.  The       
Homecoming coronation will take place after the football game on the track with the dance to 
follow in the high school gym which will conclude at 11:30 p.m.  We will have the Homecoming 
parade on Wednesday, September 18, 2019 starting approximately at 2:15 p.m.  The parade  
will start at the high school and proceed to downtown Tecumseh and go around the square and 
return to the high school where we will have a pep rally at the football field which is open to the 
public.  Below is a list of the Homecoming week activities and pep rally agenda…come join the 
fun: 
 
Dress-up days: 
 Monday, September 16  Color Wars Day 
 
 Tuesday, September 17  Dress up Day 
 
 Wednesday, September 18  JCC Pride Day 
 
 Thursday, September 19  Crazy Hair Day 
 
 Friday, September 20   Jersey Day 
 
**All students are asked to wear appropriate attire!  We want Spirit Week to be fun and         
enjoyable! 



4 

 

Wednesday, September 18, 2019 Pep Rally agenda (at Football field): 
1. School song 
2. Crowd Cheer – Hey Fans We’re Back 
3. Crowd Cheer _ Big Cheer 
4. Kiss the ??? – FBLA 
5. Homecoming Attendants – Activity 
6. Homecoming Candidates – Activity 
7. Crowd Cheer  
8. Crowd Cheer – Hail – Hail! 
9. School Song 
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HOMECOMING 2019  

SPIRIT WEEK  
 

September 16, 2019 - September 20, 2019  
 

MONDAY, September 16, 2019  
 

 Color Wars:  
     SENIORS Black        5TH GRADE Camo  
     JUNIORS White        4TH GRADE Plaid  
     SOPHOMORES Blue       3RD GRADE Rainbow  
     FRESHMEN Pink        2ND GRADE Stripes  
     8TH GRADE Neon Yellow    1ST GRADE Polka Dots  
     7TH GRADE Neon Orange   PRE K / KINDERGARTEN Red

 
 

     6TH GRADE Neon Green      ALL STAFF Tie Dye  
 

TUESDAY, September 17, 2019 (Picture Day)  
 Dress Up Day - Dress your best and smile pretty.  
 

WEDNESDAY, September 18, 2019 (Parade Day)  
 JCC Pride Day - Dress all out in Red, Black, and Gold!!  
 

THURSDAY, September 19, 2019  
 Crazy Hair Day - Get your hair all Wacky  
 

FRIDAY, September 20, 2019 (Early Out!)  
 Jersey Day - Wear your favorite Pro/College sport team’s jersey  
 
 

** ALL STUDENTS ARE ASKED TO WEAR APPROPRIATE ATTIRE!!!** 
We want Spirit Week to be fun and enjoyable and the privilege           

not taken away! Thank you and have a fun Spirit Week!!  
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There are times in my career 

as a parent when I have been 

told things about my children 

that I either wasn’t prepared to 

hear about or that I didn’t like 

hearing.  Sometimes as par-

ents, we tend to think that our 

children are behaving and 

developing just the way we 

expect they should.  However, 

despite our most valiant    

efforts, our children deviate 

from our carefully laid out 

plans.  Or, they just aren’t  

performing to the level we 

think they should in the eyes 

of others.  Receiving this kind 

of news can produce some 

reactive (and sometimes nega-

tive) emotions. 

 

One of the most common is 

anger.  Rolled up into this 

emotion of anger is  humilia-

tion, disbelief and shame.  I’m 

probably even missing a few.   

As parents, when someone 

tells us something of a nega-

tive nature about our children, 

we can see this as a criticism 

of our child or a judgement of 

our parenting.  We can even 

get caught up with the conspir-

acy theory that others just 

want to point out to us how 

imperfect our children are. 

 

If we have an open mind and 

are being somewhat realistic 

about our children, we can be 

prepared for feedback.  I feel 

that feedback from others who 

see my children when I’m not 

around can be the most valua-

ble to me.  How are they be-

having without me?  Are they 

Monday, September 16—Color Wars 

  PK & Kindergarten—RED 

  1st Grade—Polka Dots 

  2nd Grade—Stripes 

  3rd Grade—Rainbow 

  4th Grade—Plaid 

  5th Grade—Camo 
 
Tuesday, September 17—Dress Up Day 

  Dress your best and smile pretty! 
        (Formal Wear) 

 
Wednesday, September 18—JCC Pride Day 

  Dress all out is Red, Black & Gold! 
 

Thursday, September 19—Crazy Hair Day 

  Get your hair all wacky! 
 
Friday, September 20—Jersey Day 

  Wear your favorite pro/college sports jersey! 

The Pain of Knowing 

S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

 Mon. Sept. 2—      

NO SCHOOL. 

 Tues. Sept. 10—   

PTO Grandparents 

Day! 

 Sept. 16-20—

Homecoming Week! 

 Fri. Sept. 20—     

1:00 PM Dismissal. 

 Tues. Sept. 17—

Picture Day (both 

sites). 

J O N  R O T H E R  

E M A I L :  J O N . R O T H E R @ J C C E N T R A L . O R G  

Elementary News 
September 2019  

working hard?  Are they being 

respectful?  I expect these 

things from my children, but do 

they do them when I’m not 

present? 

The true test of our expecta-

tions will be how our children 

are when we’re not around.  If 

my reaction to feedback is an 

explosion of emotions aimed at 

the messenger, then nobody 

will ever want to share anything 

with me again.  If that is the 

case, then I will rarely be able 

to help my children.  This kind 

of information is not always 

easy to hear, but it is very nec-

essary. 

 

Keep fighting the good fight as 

parents! 

Homecoming Spirit Week 
JCC’s Elementary students are encouraged to participate in the Homecoming Week activities.  As you help your   
student choose their outfits, please remember that your child is still expected to participate in and complete their 
coursework.  That being said, make sure their costumes/outfits do not impede their ability to see the teacher or use 
their hands to write and do schoolwork.  Please limit or exclude the use of face paint and hair coloring, as both items 
tend to smear/bleed as the students run and play.  
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JCC PTO Celebrates: 
 

by having lunch with your grandchild 
 

When: September 10
th 

 
RSVP by calling the school secretary  

Tecumseh—402-335-3320 
Cook—402-864-4181 

and schedule lunch with your "little" by:  
 

September 6th 
 

Ages: Grades K-3 in Tecumseh 
 

Grades 4-5 in Cook 
 

We can pay for your lunch or you can pay 
Limited to 1-2 grandparents per child 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL & ATHLETIC NEWS 
   BY RICH BACON 

 The 2019-2020 school year officially began with the Middle School        
walk-through and the Preschool and 4th and 5th grade Open House on Wednesday, 
August 14th.  As in the past, this event was very well attended by students and their 
parents. The start of a new school year is always refreshing as it provides everyone 
involved with a fresh start and a new beginning.  Hopefully, that excitement will 
motivate our students to reach their goals and accomplish great things during the 
2019-2020 school year.  
 
 This year we welcome three new faces to the Middle School teaching staff.  
Mr. Neil Bowman is teaching 4-8 physical education, Mr. Matt Dierking is now 
teaching 4-8 Special Education and Mrs. Jen Straka is teaching 7-8 language arts.  
 
 Middle School students and staff are all excited as we enter the 4th year of 
the 1:1 iPad initiative. We believe the iPad can be a tremendous resource which can 
be used to enhance learning for all of our students. However, with the iPads comes 
a great deal of responsibility for the students and their parents. Students and      
parents need to read and understand all JCC iPad policies and procedures and use 
the device in a responsible and ethical manner. Parents are encouraged to keep    
informed of how the iPad is being used in the classroom. Students need to bring 
their iPad to school every day with a full charge. And, as with all technology,     
parents should supervise their child’s use of the iPad at home. As always, if you 
have any questions or concerns throughout the year, please don’t hesitate to contact 
your child’s teacher or myself.    
 
 Junior High football, volleyball and cross country practices are underway 
with their first contests rapidly approaching.  At the start of any season we should 
take time to think about the purpose of athletics in a Middle School setting.  While 
everyone wants to win and winning is our goal, it cannot be the purpose of our 
sports program at this level. Middle School activities need to encourage              
participation and the development of fundamentals that will help them succeed at 
the high school level.  Instead of emphasizing winning and losing, we need focus 
on hard work and effort.  If students can learn to work hard and give maximum          
effort at a young age they are learning two skills that will help them succeed for the 
rest of their lives.  Please support our young athletes this year by attending games 

and cheering their efforts.  GO THUNDERBIRDS!! 
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ImPACT Concussion Testing Program 
 

 Johnson County Central is, once again, utilizing the ImPACT Concussion 
Testing Program for all athletes grades 7-12 to help improve the school’s and 
coaches’ care for athletes with sports-related concussions.  This program is being 
provided by Nebraska Orthopaedic & Sports Medicine, and Saint Elizabeth      
Regional Medical Center of Lincoln, through the Nebraska Sports Concussion 
Network.  The ImPACT Test is an online computerized test that is specifically  
designed for managing sports-related concussions.  The test measures brain         
reaction time, processing speed, memory, attention, and allows medical                
professionals to obtain a “snap-shot” of how one’s brain functions in normal          
conditions.  Athletes are baseline tested in the pre-season, and if an athlete       
sustains a head injury, they are re-tested.  Post-injury scores are then compared to 
pre-injury, baseline scores.  If differences exist between the baseline and             
post-injury tests, athletes will be restricted from activity until further test results 
return to normal.  As post-injury scores return to baseline, or normal, this             
indicates an athlete is recovered sufficiently to resume a step-wise progression 
back into activity and full participation.  This form of testing and return-to-play 
helps avoid prolonging the recovery from a concussion, and prevents athletes re-
turning to play too soon before the brain has had time to fully heal, risking serious 
or catastrophic injury. 
 
 This year Thunderbird athletes in 7th, 9th and 11th grades and any new     
athletes  participating in contact sports (football, volleyball, wrestling, boys & 
girls basketball, and track-jumpers) will be tested.  The cost of the baseline testing 
is being funded and implemented by the Nebraska Sports Concussion Network.             
Post-Injury testing, if necessary, will be conducted by a health care professional 
trained in ImPACT and usual office visit charges will likely apply.  School       
personnel have been trained to conduct baseline tests at school, and all coaches 
will have taken an online Concussion Training for Coaches course in an effort to 
improve the recognition of potential head injuries.  Additional information in       
recognizing head injuries is available for parents and athletes at 
www.NebSportsConcussion.org. Johnson County Central would like to thank  
Nebraska Orthopaedic & Sports Medicine, Saint Elizabeth Regional Medical 
Center, Johnson County Hospital, Tecumseh Family Health and our area doctors 
for making the ImPACT Testing Program available to our athletic programs, and 
helping us ensure we are doing our absolute best in caring for your sons and 
daughters. 

http://www.NebSportsConcussion.org
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1st Annual 

Miles For Music 5K 
 Saturday,  

October 19th, 2019 @ 9:00am 
Tecumseh, NE 

 
Come Run-Walk-Skip or whatever your heart desires to raise money for the band                 

department. Registration table opens at 8:15am. Walk ups are welcome, but $1 will be    
added to each walk up participant. 

 

$15/Adult~~$5/Student (Grades 4-12) ~~Students grades 3 and under FREE! 

 

Please return form/money to                         *Or...Scan the code (use               
Johnson County Central                                   your camera) and fill out online!                                   
Attn: Emily Fricke                                                                                                              
358 N 6th St 
Tecumseh, NE 68450 

 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

 
First Name:_________________  Last Name:_____________________ 
 

Phone Number:_________________ 
 

        How many adults are in your party?($15/adult) _________ 
        How many students (Grades 4-12)? ___________ 
 

Are you planning to walk or run the 5K?          Walk            Run 



11 

 

ACTIVITY PASSES 
 
 All students, grades 7-12 who are involved in extra-curricular activities 
need to purchase a student activity fee. Fee waivers may apply.  Upon payment of 
the activity fee, students will receive an activity pass which will allow entry to all 
home activities sponsored specifically by the school. Excluded  from the activity 
fee are – conference. and NSAA activities; activities run by a specific group/
activity (prom, booster club tournament, etc.).   
 Cost for the activity fee is - $25 for High School students, $25 for 7th & 8th 
students.  K-6 students may also purchase an activity pass for $15.  No family 
would be required to pay for more than the two oldest students. These may be 
purchased through the middle school and high school office. 
 Adult Season Passes are available for $50 each, and Seniors 60 years of age 
or older may receive a free lifetime pass.  
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NOTES FROM THE HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELOR 
Mrs. Olivia Reuter 
 
2019/2020 ACT Test Dates 
The remaining ACT testing dates and registration deadlines for the 2017-2018 school year are 
listed below.  The registration deadline for the September test has already passed, so the next 
test to register for is the one in October. 
 
     ACT Test Date    Registration Deadline  

Saturday, October 26, 2019                     Friday, September 20, 2019 
Saturday, December 14, 2019     Friday, November 8, 2019 
Saturday, February 8, 2020           Friday, January 10, 2020 
Saturday, April 4, 2020                        Friday, February 28, 2020 
Saturday, June 13, 2020                Friday, May 8, 2020 
Saturday, July 18, 2020   Friday, June 19, 2020 
 

Students must electronically submit a photo with the application and the admission ticket will 
have the student's picture printed on it. When students go to take the test, they must have a 
state or school issued picture ID (driver’s license, school ID card, etc. and their ACT            
admission ticket.  They will not be allowed to test without those two items.   
 
All students must also indicate the school they attend when registering. Johnson County      
Central High School’s school code number is 282-319. Students choose their testing location 
as a part of the registration process.  Many JCC students test in Auburn, but there are other test 
center options in locations such as locations in Beatrice, Palmyra, Lincoln, etc. 
 
Students may register online at www.actstudent.org. Online registration is possible 24/7 on any 
computer connected to the internet.  A MasterCard or VISA credit or debit card must be used 
to pay fees online. (Fee Waivers are available for juniors and seniors who qualify-see Mrs. 
Reuter for waiver eligibility).    
 
Apply to College Morning for Seniors- September 20th 
On Friday, September 20th, JCC will host an Apply to College morning for seniors.  All      
seniors will have the opportunity to come to the computer lab and apply to the colleges and 
universities that they are interested in applying too.  Many colleges and universities will have 
representatives here to help students apply.  All seniors who participate and apply to at least 
one college that morning will receive a college/university t-shirt. 
 
Education Quest Education Planning Program- October 2nd 
All juniors and any interested seniors will travel to SCC-Beatrice on the morning of October 
2nd to participate in Education Quest’s annual education planning program.  Many colleges and 
universities from Nebraska and surrounding states will have booths set up and representatives 
available to talk to students.  Students will learn about many different colleges and universities 
all in one place.   

http://www.actstudent.org/
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Education Quest Financial Aid Information Session for Seniors and Parents 
Les Monroe from Education Quest will be here in the JCC computer lab to present on financial 
aid for college to all seniors and any senior parents who wish to attend from 1:30- 2:30 PM on 
October 2nd.  He will also stay to help any seniors and parents with the FAFSA application from 
2:30- 4:30 PM. This is an opportunity you don’t want to miss!!! 
 
Applications Open:  Horatio Alger Scholarships/ Aksarben Scholarships 
Seniors who are US citizens, who have a cumulative GPA of at least a 2.0, who are involved    
in extra-curricular and community service activities, who display integrity and perseverance in 
overcoming adversity, and who demonstrate critical financial need ($55,000 or lower adjusted 
gross family income) are encouraged to apply for Horatio Alger scholarships including          
Nebraska Aksarben scholarships.  The application deadline is October 25th, however seniors 
should start applying now as the application is quite long and requires supporting materials.  To 
learn more and apply, visit https://scholars.horatioalger.org/horatio-alger-scholarship-applications/ 
 

M A R K  Y O U R  C A L E N D A R  T O  A T T E N D  A  C O L L E G E  F A I R  T H I S  F A L L !  

College reps from across the state, region, and nation will be available to answer your questions 
and provide materials about their schools.  All students and parents are welcome to attend.     
Admission is FREE! 
 
Lincoln Area College Fair 
Sunday, September 22, 2019 
1:00-3:00 p.m. 
Southeast Community College –  Lincoln 
 
Omaha Area College Fair 
Sunday, September 29, 2019 
1:00-4:00 p.m. 
University of Nebraska at Omaha – Sapp Fieldhouse 

 
Start Applying to College Now 
Seniors should start applying to colleges and universities now.  Students should apply to at least 
their top two or three colleges and universities.  Most all colleges and universities have options 
for students to apply online and many also have application fee waivers for students who qualify 
for the free and reduced lunch programs at their schools.  If students have questions or need help 
applying to college, they can come see me anytime at school and I’d be glad to help them.   

https://scholars.horatioalger.org/horatio-alger-scholarship-applications/
https://www.educationquest.org/events/lincoln-area-college-fair/
https://www.educationquest.org/events/omaha-area-college-fair/
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Dear Prospective Sponsor,  

The Johnson County Central Thunderbirds Booster Club is currently looking for 
sponsors for the 2019-2020 Girls and Boys Sports Season.   Sponsors will be able 
have their names listed in all home game sports programs.  

The money raised will help the JCC Booster Club buy uniforms and equipment for 
the athletic department.  

 

  Name(s) to be listed ___________________________________________  

 Address & Phone #_____________________________________________  

            Sponsorship Level Amount $__________________________________  

  

 Sponsors & Advertisers will receive a free bag of popcorn at home

 games.  
  

Mail Checks and Return this form to:  
JCC Booster Club   
P.O. Box 338  
Tecumseh, NE  68450  
  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!  
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JOHNSON COUNTY BACKPACK PROGRAM 

 The Johnson County Backpack Program has high hopes for a successful school year, 
2019-2020, with your help! 

 Thank you to all Churches, businesses, organizations, and individuals of the Johnson 
County area and beyond, for the generous contributions given in the name of the Backpack    
Program.   

 This school year the Johnson County Backpack Program will prepare 72 backpacks    
including 10 for Sterling Public School families, 10 for St. Andrews School families in          
Tecumseh and 52 for Johnson County Central School families. They will be picked up by      
students each Friday during the school year.  When school isn’t in session on Fridays, they will 
be distributed on Thursday.  Letters are being sent out now throughout the Johnson County area, 
hoping you will support this most important project. 

 Six different supplemental meal menus, which are rotated on a weekly basis, are set up 
by the Lincoln Food Bank.  A sample menu might include: macaroni and cheese, canned          
vegetable, canned fruit, canned soup and cereal. 

 According to the most recent data available from Feeding America, in Johnson County 
the   overall food insecurity rate is 11.4% (Food insecure: lacking reliable access to a sufficient 
quantity of affordable, nutritious food.)  Children make up 16.8% of all people who are food 
insecure in Johnson County. These figures show a slight improvement over  last year .  
Hungry children don’t perform as well at school when they are hungry.  Proper nutrition insures 
that their brains, bones, teeth, and muscles develop properly.  Hungry children might not be   
focused or happy.  Regardless of why these children don’t have enough to eat, it isn’t their fault 
or something they should worry about. 

 A backpack for the whole school year for one family will cost $250. The good news is 
that the cost didn't increase over last year!   Please consider helping the students with this       
important part of their educational program.  Let’s fight childhood hunger together!  Please  
consider a tax-free donation to the Johnson County Backpack Program.  Any amount is helpful! 

Jon Rother, Elementary Principal, JCC 
Nicole Wilken, SENCA (Southeast Nebraska Community Action) 
Sally Hutt, Backpack Committee Chairperson    
 

Please make your check, this year, to:                                                                                      
Johnson County Backpack Program. You may write Child Hunger on the memo line. 
 
Please send all checks to:  
Sally Hutt 
P.O. Box 274 
Tecumseh NE 68450 
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Johnson County 

  Central Public Schools 
PO Box 338  PO Box 255 
Tecumseh, NE 68450 Cook, NE 68329 
 
Phone: 402 335-3320 Superintendent @ Tecumseh 
  402 335-3328 Principal @ Tecumseh 
  402 864-2024 Elementary Office @ Cook 
  402 864-4171 Principal @ Cook 
  402 864-4181 MS Office @ Cook 

Web Site www.jccentral.org 

 
This newsletter is produced monthly to inform parents, 

district patrons and others about school events, classroom 
events, and student achievements in the classroom and 
extra curricular activities.  This information is submitted 
by faculty and staff members.  Information may be     
submitted to offices at Tecumseh and Cook. 

The school reserves the right to edit information in the 
interest of space and content. 

POSTAL PATRON 
 

 NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
US Postage Paid 

Permit No. 3 
Cook, NE  68329 

ECRWS 

Non-Discrimination 
It shall be the policy of Johnson County Central Public Schools to not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, handicap, or age in its educational programs, activities, or employment practices. There is a grievance procedure for 
discrimination concerns. Inquiries concerning any of the above, or Title IX and Rehabilitation Act Regulations (504) should be 
directed to the Superintendent of Schools, 358 N 6th Street, Tecumseh, NE 68329; (402)335-3320. 

Child find 
Children that are birth to 5 years old who are experiencing problems with speech language, cognitive, emotional and/or physical 
development or have a disability can receive services through Early Childhood Education Services. If interested or in need of more 
information please contact Rebecca Kling, Special Education Coordinator or Dr. Galen Boldt, Superintendent at 402-335-3320.  

School Picture 
Day Tuesday,            

September 17th            
Both sites.  Everyone’s picture will be taken.  
Purchasing pictures is optional with order 
form/envelope given to students.  Payment 
and order envelope need to be presented to 

the photographer the day of pictures—
September 17th.  


