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Superintendent Monthly Update 
by Jon H. Rother

Superintendent’s Article continued on Page 2

The Way We Were
"Memories, light the corners of my mind
Misty watercolor memories of the way we were.”
~ Barbara Streisand

Doing the research, crunching the numbers, reading 
through old newsletters and board minutes, listening to stories and 
reflecting on my own experiences, I’ve learned a lot about our district 
and towns.  And, there’s still more to learn.  A lot more.  Throughout the 
years,one thing has remained consistent: change.

I often hear people with fond memories, pining for a time that once was.  
Some call them “the good old days”.  Maybe they were, or maybe we were 
just younger versions of ourselves.  Less bitter and more carefree.  
Spending less time reading the newspaper or devouring 24-hour news 
stations or social media and more time with each other, on our feet and 
moving around in the real world.

I moved to Tecumseh in 1983; fighting and scratching all the way.  I 
wanted to stay in Sidney, NE.  It was familiar.  In the fall of 1983, I entered 
2nd grade in what is now JCC’s Tecumseh Site Elementary.  Mrs. Jane Davis 
was my teacher.  Return of the Jedi was released earlier in the spring, so I 
had as much Star Wars branded school gear as my backpack could carry.  
Those are some good memories for me indeed.

It’s funny, being a principal myself, I don’t think I even knew there was a 
principal at Sidney’s South Elementary or at Tecumseh Public.  If there was, 
I don’t remember meeting the person!  Maybe, back then, the teachers just 
handled more stuff on their own.  I remember once having to stay in during 
recess in the first grade.  Mrs. Bennett was the teacher.  We were ordered to 
report to the classroom following lunch and sit quietly at our desks.  When I 
arrived, there was no teacher.  Just me and a couple other kids staring 
quietly at the walls and each other.  The times I “got in trouble” at school, 
or had a tussle with a classmate, I didn’t dare tell my parents.  It would have 
been worse at home!  Things have changed.

I often joke that I’ve been in the JCC’s Tecumseh Site Elementary since the 
early 80’s.  I was here from 1983 through 1987 as Tecumseh Elementary was 
a kindergarten through 6th grade building.  There was no air conditioning; 
just box fans in the windows.  There were no preschool classrooms either.  
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Special education for elementary students was in the high school.  There was a class called “Chapter 1” that was for 
Reading and Math help.  The basement of the elementary was the locker rooms for junior high sports.  The big space 
in the basement was at one time a music room, another time a library and then also an art room.  Things have really 
changed since then.

During my junior high and high school years, I was in and out of the old 1931 elementary building for sports and 
activities.  Then, it was off to college.  But, my dad’s office was still there.  He was the superintendent for Tecumseh 
Public Schools from 1983 to 1999.  I’d stop in from time to time to see him.

In the spring of 2000, with my wife teaching at Norris, me teaching driver education and picking up a few assistant 
coaching positions at Tecumseh, and our firstborn on the way in May, it was time to decide where we’d plant our 
family.  We drove around Southeast Nebraska considering all the options.  As Maggie (my wife) was teaching at 
Norris, the prospect of living around the Hickman/Firth countryside was a consideration.

I wanted to travel and see new places.  But, we both knew we wanted our children to be familiar with their 
grandparents.  I applied at Stuart, Nebraska and at Tecumseh Public for an elementary position.  After being offered 
the Tecumseh fourth grade job by the elementary principal, my dad announced that he had accepted a job to be 
superintendent at Glenallen, Alaska!  Mom, dad and my youngest sister would take off that summer for the Yukon.

And, that was it.  I was teaching in the old Tecumseh Elementary building where I attended grade school, went on to 
get my administrator degree and am here still today.

But, things have truly changed.  Whether we like it or not.  Whether it be evolving code compliance for facilities, 
new and “improved” state legislation, increased testing, technology or updated policies, schools look a bit different 
today from 1983.

Today, most schools have preschool programming.  When Tecumseh Public Schools started preschool, there wasn’t 
room for the additional students.  The singular class was in one of two modular buildings located between the cur-
rent JCC high school and elementary.  English Language Learners, a special education classroom and the 
superintendent/business office were also located in the modular buildings.

Public schools are now better equipped to identify and meet the needs of students with disabilities.  Doing so means 
having the personnel and spaces to commit to their services.  Each of JCC’s buildings now has two classrooms for 
special services.

State standards were enacted in April of 2000 in Nebraska which in turn meant state testing.  This would change the 
way we teach, test and run schools.  Lobbyists for big publishers would ensure everything aligned as curriculum and 
testing became a multi-billion dollar industry.  Now, students are tested multiple times per year starting in 
Kindergarten.

As a result of the testing, schools and school districts are now ranked and given labels.  This came from a federal 
mandate that states receiving federal funding had to be able to identify their lowest performing schools so those 
schools could receive help.  States took it a step further and made full ranking systems.  This helped add to the 
anxiety and frustration of parents and school staff alike.  Parents started wondering if their children could get a good 
education, earn scholarships, or be successful if the school their children attended had a lower average, or ranking, 
than the neighboring school.

In a seemingly unrelated series of changes, college and pro sports came to be more popular.  Athletes were receiving 
astronomical wages and endorsement deals.  Videos of Tiger Woods golfing at age five after his multiple golf titles

Superintendent’s Article continued on Page 3
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had parents thinking.  The push began to specialize at a young age in hopes of raising the next big athlete.  Club 
sports were born and our ambitions were monetized.  Parents paid even closer attention to which schools had the 
“best” programs and coaches.  They started to wonder, would their children get noticed by college recruiters if they 
weren’t on a state championship team?  Now, college and even some high school students are paid to play their game 
through NIL (Name, Image, Likeness) deals.  More change.

Option enrollment took hold.  It was actually enacted in 1989.  In the first year of option enrollment, a total of 370 
students statewide would option to another school or district. As state aid for school districts began to dwindle and 
rural communities saw a decline in population, school consolidations became more common.  Some of the 
consolidations were quite contentious for the communities involved.  The new makeup of some districts would leave 
families in one district but geographically closer to another.  Option enrollment became an answer to the 
inconveniences of an oddly shaped school distinct.  Also, after state testing and school rankings became common, 
option enrollment numbers would rise considerably.  Currently, in the ESU4 area alone (10 public schools), there are 
651 students optioning out of their home district.  These things were almost unheard of in the past.  But, for better or 
worse, things changed again.

Technology is now a major part of today’s educational services.  This requires not only the hardware and software, but 
the infrastructure and securities to support it.  In turn, this requires training for both staff and students.  This is all 
tied into the curriculum and testing as the technology is now needed to access all the curriculum and to administer 
the standardized tests.  Middle school and high school students now have one-to-one devices provided by the school 
district.  Not to mention most children have their own personal cell phone or device amped up with Artificial 
Intelligence.

The Americans With Disabilities Act was signed into law in 1990.  This would not only change the way schools 
operated, but also the physical spaces that are used for education.  The physical makeup and space of a school cannot 
be a hindrance to students receiving their education.  Schools then made physical changes to their facilities such as 
adding ramps, lifts and/or elevators.  Also, handicap accessibility throughout the buildings to include door handles, 
restrooms, lunch tables, gym seating and water fountains.

Somewhere along the line, it was decided air conditioning should be added to schools.  I don’t know if they thought 
the box fans were too noisy, if a bunch of sweaty kids and teachers caused too much of an odor or if they found out 
students learned better in more moderate, comfortable environments.  But, it happened.  The challenge was how to fit 
these systems into facilities that were not designed to have them.  For instance, the Tecumseh Site Elementary has a 
wood framed roof.  This limits how much can be installed on the roof.

Fire code, fire safety and electrical code have all changed over those 40 years since I was in elementary school.  Who 
would have thought that we would be locking our schools up and adding tamper-resistant glass?  Or, that we’d have 
security cameras throughout the interior and exterior of our schools and buses?  And, every middle school and high 
school student would get their own computer to use?!  Wow!  Yes, indeed, things have changed.

It has been said that change is the only constant.  Although some things will remain familiar, I believe this to be true.
The time has come again for more change.  Our school board has recognized this.  They have initiated these changes 
and have given us a voice in helping direct these changes.

Superintendent’s Article continued on Page 4
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Winter Weather
Announcements

Snow is great as long as it’s on the weekends!

As we move into the winter season, we will want our families and staff to be informed of any weather (or otherwise) 
related school closings, late starts or early dismissals.  I do my best to make decisions about these events prior to 9:00 
PM.  The decision is based on National Weather Service reports and information from the county roads department 
about the road conditions.  Although some highways or city streets may be ready for travel, county roads may not be 
cleared for school buses to safely traverse.  The opposite is also sometimes true.  There are also instances where roads 
are not cleared in time for school, but may be cleared in time for evening events.

In order to stay informed of school schedule changes, please make sure your information in PowerSchool and Par-
entSquare is up-to-date.  Should you have any issues with communication through ParentSquare, please contact any 
school office.\

WOWT - First Alert 6 - www.wowt.com

KOLN/KGIN - 10/11 Now - https://www.1011now.com/

KNCY - News Channel Nebraska - https://rivercountry.newschannelnebraska.com

KLKN - Nebraska Now - https://www.klkntv.com/

KETV - Omaha 7 ABC - https://www.ketv.com/

Johnson County Central Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/johnsoncountycentral/

Superintendent’s Article continued from Page 3
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EMAIL:
JUSTIN.DAMME@JCCENTRAL.ORG

PHONE NUMBER: 
402-335-7815

WEBSITE:
WWW.JCCENTRAL.ORG

End of Quarter One Already?

Fall Season of Athletics is
Coming to an End

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS JUSTIN DAMME -HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

Our fall athletic programs are wrapping up their
successful seasons as I write this. Our athletic
teams continued to represent JCC with pride, effort,
and excellent sportsmanship, and they should be
commended for their accomplishments this season.
The football, volleyball, girls' golf, and cross-country
teams all gave outstanding efforts and worked hard
to improve throughout the season. 

A special thank you to the coaches for their time,
energy, leadership, and support throughout the fall
season. Coaching takes countless hours of
preparation, practice, travel, and encouragement,
and we are grateful for our coaches' commitment to
helping our students succeed. 

Thank you to the parents, families, and fans who
supported our teams throughout the season.
Whether you attended games, traveled to
competitions, volunteered food, or watched on
STRIV. 

Thank you to all community members who are
deeply invested in our school. Thank you for
representing JCC with pride, and congratulations on
a great fall season, student-athletes and coaches!

Wow! Our first quarter is done. From the first day back in
August, our students have brought energy, curiosity, and
dedication to their learning. 

High school students should have received their first-quarter
report cards on Friday, October 23, 2026. Congratulations to
all students who earned a spot on the 1st Quarter Honor Roll.
Please feel free to call or email your student’s teachers if you
have any questions about your student’s academic standing. 

1  Quarter Honor Roll is an accomplishment that reflects the
hard work, commitment, and perseverance that go into
academic success. 

st

Reminder: Parents/guardians can stay up to date on grades
through PowerSchool. When parents/guardians show interest
in their child’s academic performance, it will impact their
child’s desire to succeed. Here are a few ideas to help your
student be successful.

Establish a consistent routine at home for homework
Check grades regularly
Encourage communication between your child and the
teachers
Promote organization and time managment
Listen to their concerns
Praise their successes, let them know how proud you are
of them
Ask specific questions about their classes or projects
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ALL VETERANS AND THEIR SPOUSES ARE INVITED TO EAT
LUNCH AT THE SCHOOL FOLLOWING THE PROGRAM. 
MEAL IS PROVIDED FREE OF CHARGE BY THE SCHOOL

Presentation of the Colors:
 American Legion Post #2 & VFW Post 8221

Star-Spangled Banner:
Performed By: High School Choir

Pledge of Allegiance:
Wesley Schmid, Student Council Vice-President

Welcome:  Mr. Damme, High School Principal

Welcome/Introduction of Guest Speaker:
Molly Weber, Student Council President

Guest Speaker
 CSSC Micah Brookes

Enlisted Navy Recruiter 
United States Navy

Performance By: Elementary K-3 Choir
“Our Troops and Veterans” by Teresa Jennings

Quilt of Valor Special Presentation: Erica Albers

Retirement of the Colors:
 American Legion Post #2 & VFW Post 8221

Taps Performed by Anthony Orozco

Veterans Day
Program

WEDNESDAY

11 NOV 2026
10:00 A.M.

JOHNSON COUNTY
CENTRAL HIGH
SCHOOL GYM
TECUMSEH, NE
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Middle School Updates
Marsha Bacon, Principal

Grades 4-8 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

OCT  27
8th Grade UNL 

Pep Rally

NOV 2
Veterans Day 

Program

NOV 11
Winter Sports 

Practices Begin

NOV 23
4th Grade Field 

Trip

NOV 25
11:00 Dismissal

NOV 26–29
Thanksgiving 

Break

No School: Mon., Nov. 2 · Mon., Nov. 9 (in-service) · Mon., Nov. 16 · Mon., Nov. 30 (in-service)

HALLOWEEN COSTUME EXPECTATIONS
Students often enjoy dressing up for Halloween! Costumes for any dress-up activity must not interfere 
with learning. For safety, students will be asked to remove masks and leave faces uncovered during the 
school day. Dress code will be enforced.

FIRST QUARTER WRAP-UP
The first quarter ended Friday, October 9. Report 
cards, along with MAP and NSCAS scores, went home 
with students whose families were unable to attend 
conferences.

PARENT CONNECTIONS
Sit down together to talk about grades and homework. 
If your child had a strong quarter, let them know you 
are proud and continue to encourage them. 

Parents can access grades on PowerSchool throughout 
the school year. Contact the office for assistance or 
questions

HONOR ROLL 
Congratulations to students who earned Honor 
Roll recognition on the 1st Quarter Honor Roll!

THANK YOU, COOK VFD
A special thank you to Adam Badberg and Jason 
Brandt of the Cook Volunteer Fire Department for 
teaching our 4th and 5th graders about fire safety 
during Fire Prevention Week!

★★ VETERANS DAY PROGRAM
Wednesday, Nov. 11 · 10:00 a.m. · Main Gym
We're excited to welcome guest speaker Master 
Sergeant Zachary Bauman. The program will include 
Quilt of Valor recipients & the local Color Guard.  In 
addition, students in grades 4–6 will sing and select 
band members will play the Star-Spangled Banner. 

The public is invited! Staying for lunch? Please 
call the office at (402) 864-4181.

WINTER SPORTS ARE COMING
Junior high girls wrestling and boys  basketball 
practices will begin Tuesday, October 27th. Look at the 
school calendar for meet and game times, and plan to 
come cheer on the T-Birds!

8TH GRADE PEP RALLY AT UNL
On Monday, Nov. 2, 8th graders have the opportunity 
it attend the UNL Sportsmanship Pep Rally, where 
Husker student-athletes will talk about education, 
sportsmanship, character, teamwork and 
responsible decision-making. Students will then 
cheer on Nebraska Women's Basketball in its home 
opener vs. San Jose State at noon.

Questions? Call the Cook office at (402) 864-4181 or contact Marsha Bacon on ParentSquare or marsha.bacon@jccentral.org
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VETERANS DAYCook ProgramCook ProgramCook Program
HONORING THOSE WHO SERVED

TIME: 10:00 AM
JCC Middle School, Cook

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2026

Presentation of the Colors
Star-Spangled Banner
Pledge of Allegiance

Welcome: Mrs. Bacon, Middle School Principal
Guest Speaker :Master Sargeant Zachary Bauman

Quilt of Valor Special Presentation
Retirement of the Colors

ALL VETERANS AND THEIR SPOUSES ARE INVITED TO EAT LUNCH 
AT THE SCHOOL FOLLOWING THE PROGRAM.

PLEASE NOTIFY THE MIDDLE SCHOOL PRIOR 402-864-4181,
TO RESERVE A MEAL.

THE  MEAL IS PROVIDED FREE OF CHARGE BY THE SCHOOL
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Greetings From the Elementary!
by Beckie Robeson
Calling All Mystery Readers!
A few years ago, Mrs. Doeden, one of our 2nd-grade teachers, invited 
staff, parents, relatives, and other community members to come into 
our school and be a “Mystery Reader” for the elementary students. This 
opportunity gave children a chance to hear exciting stories from a variety of 
different people. Starting in January, we will again invite Mystery Readers to share their
love of reading and favorite stories with JCC students. Readers will visit us on Friday
mornings at 8:00 a.m. to share their chosen story with preschool through 3rd-grade
students. In the week leading up to our reader, students will receive clues as they guess
who the Mystery Reader will be. Please consider being a Mystery Reader for these
students, starting in January. If you are interested, you can contact me at school by
email, text, or phone. I will also share flyers for students to take home. Thank you! 

Cooler Weather
As temperatures begin to fall, please make
sure your child wears clothing appropriate
for the weather. We will have recess
outside as often as possible, so sending
warm coats, hats, gloves, and even a scarf
will help them stay warm on cooler days. 

Important Dates
Monday, November 2: No School
Monday, November 9: No School, Teacher
Inservice 
Wednesday, November 11: Veterans’ Day
Program, 10 a.m. 
Friday, November 13: Staff vs. Student Basketball
game 6 p.m.
Monday, November 16: No School
Monday, November 23: School In Session
Wednesday, November 25: Kindergarten
Thanksgiving Program, 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday, November 25: Early Dismissal, 1 p.m.
November 26-27: No school, Thanksgiving Break
Monday, November 30: No School, Teacher
Inservice

Lost and Found
Our lost-and-found table is accumulating
more items daily. Remind your children to
check the table by the elementary
auditorium if they are missing jackets,
sweatshirts, hats, or anything else they
may have left at school. 

Contact Info:
Please feel free to contact me at anytime during the school year
email: beckie.robeson@jccentral.org       phone: 402-335-7839

Journey Together...Creating Opportunities...Committed to Excellence

November 2026
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Contact Info:

Keeping Our Students Safe: Understanding the Standard Response Protocol (SRP)
The safety and well-being of our students and staff are always top priorities. As parents, you trust us with your
children each day, and we take that responsibility seriously. A key part of keeping our schools safe is ensuring
students and staff know what to do in an unexpected situation.
The Nebraska Department of Education (NDE) has partnered with the "I Love U Guys" Foundation to provide schools
with resources and training for the Standard Response Protocol (SRP). This approach provides consistent
terminology and clear procedures for responding to emergencies and other situations that may occur in or around
a school. Using common language helps schools and emergency responders work together more effectively to
protect students and staff (Nebraska Department of Education [NDE], n.d.).

What Is the Standard Response Protocol?
The SRP is based on five actions that help schools respond appropriately to different situations. According to the "I
Love U Guys" Foundation (n.d.), these actions include:

HOLD – "In Your Room or Area. Clear the Halls." 
Students and staff remain in their classrooms or designated areas and keep hallways clear. This may occur
during a medical emergency or another situation requiring restricted hallway access.

SECURE – "Get Inside. Lock Outside Doors." 
Students and staff move inside, and staff secure exterior doors when a potential threat is outside the
building. Classroom activities may continue as normal. Secure is used to safeguard building occupants. 

LOCKDOWN – "Locks, Lights, Out of Sight." 
When a threat is inside the building, students and staff move to secure locations, remain quiet, and stay out
of sight. Lockdown secures individual rooms and keeps occupants quiet and in place. 

EVACUATE – "To the Announced Location." 
Students and staff move to a designated location when they need to leave their current area.

SHELTER – State the Hazard and Safety Strategy. 
Students and staff follow specific protective actions during situations such as severe weather or other
environmental hazards.

The Nebraska Department of Education (2025) emphasizes that these five actions provide a common approach to
responding to various school safety situations.

Practicing Safety Without Creating Fear
For our youngest learners, we must teach safety procedures in ways appropriate to their age and developmental
level. Our goal is to help children feel prepared, confident, and secure, not frightened.
Just as students learn everyday classroom routines, they also need opportunities to become familiar with safety
expectations. The Nebraska Department of Education (n.d.) explains that understanding these procedures can help
reduce anxiety and improve responses during an actual event.

How Can Families Help?
Families play an important role in school safety. We encourage parents to learn the five SRP actions and reinforce
the importance of following teacher directions during safety drills.
At home, ask your child what they know about school safety procedures. Remind them that drills are opportunities
to practice staying safe and that school adults have plans to protect them.
During an emergency, families should follow official school instructions rather than coming to the building
immediately. If students need to be picked up at an alternate location, the school will provide reunification
instructions. The Nebraska Department of Education (2025) explains that the Standard Reunification Method (SRM)
gives schools an organized process for safely returning students to their parents or guardians after an emergency.
Our commitment is simple: We want every child to feel safe, supported, and ready to learn. By working together
and helping students understand safety procedures calmly and reassuringly, we create a school environment where
preparedness is part of our daily commitment to student well-being.
Thank you for trusting us with your children and for partnering with us to keep our school community safe.

Please feel free to contact me at anytime during the school year
email: beckie.robeson@jccentral.org       phone: 402-335-7839

Journey Together...Creating Opportunities...Committed to Excellence
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Mrs. Borrenpohl's and Ms. Gabriel’s 
little pumpkins had a big adventure at 
Roca Berry Farm! Despite the chilly 

fall weather, our kindergarteners had 
a wonderful day exploring the farm 
and enjoying all the fun that autumn 

has to offer. The students loved 
visiting the farm animals, taking a 
hayrack ride, and picking out their 

very own pumpkin to take home.
It was a day filled with excitement, 

laughter, and hands-on learning as we 
experienced the sights and sounds of 

the fall season together. From the 
bumpy hayrack ride to finding the 

perfect pumpkin, our little learners 
made special memories with their 

classmates that will last long after 
the leaves have fallen. What a 

wonderful way to celebrate fall and 
make the most of our big adventures!

Little Pumpkins,
Big Adventures
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JCC Student Health News  
Hearing & Vision Screenings 

December 1st 

The ESU 4 Health Van will be at JCC on December 1st to provide 
hearing and vision screenings for all students. If a student does not 
pass a screening, a referral will be sent home for further evaluation. These screenings help 
support our students’ health, well-being, and success at school! 

Flu Prevention 

Let’s Keep Our School Healthy! 

Flu season is here! Please encourage your student to: 

● Wash hands frequently with soap and water. 
● Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or their elbow. 
● Stay home when sick. 
● Get the flu vaccine. 

Thank you for helping us keep our school community healthy! 

Winter Clothing & Outdoor Recess 

Bundle Up for the Cold! ❄ 

As the weather gets colder, please make sure your student has a warm coat, mittens or gloves, 
and a hat for outdoor recess. Dressing for the weather helps students stay warm and enjoy their 
time outside! 

Healthy Holiday Habits 

Healthy Habits for a Happy Holiday Season! 

The holidays are just around the corner! Help your student stay healthy by encouraging them to: 

● Wash hands frequently. 
● Get plenty of sleep. 
● Take time to relax and manage stress. 
● Eat a healthy, well-balanced diet. 

Wishing all our JCC families a healthy and happy holiday season! 

 



13

JCC Student Health News  
Hearing & Vision Screenings 

December 1st 

The ESU 4 Health Van will be at JCC on December 1st to provide 
hearing and vision screenings for all students. If a student does not 
pass a screening, a referral will be sent home for further evaluation. These screenings help 
support our students’ health, well-being, and success at school! 

Flu Prevention 

Let’s Keep Our School Healthy! 

Flu season is here! Please encourage your student to: 

● Wash hands frequently with soap and water. 
● Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or their elbow. 
● Stay home when sick. 
● Get the flu vaccine. 

Thank you for helping us keep our school community healthy! 

Winter Clothing & Outdoor Recess 

Bundle Up for the Cold! ❄ 

As the weather gets colder, please make sure your student has a warm coat, mittens or gloves, 
and a hat for outdoor recess. Dressing for the weather helps students stay warm and enjoy their 
time outside! 

Healthy Holiday Habits 

Healthy Habits for a Happy Holiday Season! 

The holidays are just around the corner! Help your student stay healthy by encouraging them to: 

● Wash hands frequently. 
● Get plenty of sleep. 
● Take time to relax and manage stress. 
● Eat a healthy, well-balanced diet. 

Wishing all our JCC families a healthy and happy holiday season! 

 



14



15



16



17

News from the Director of Student Services 

 and Special Education 

Dr. Laura Rademacher 

November 2026 

Gratitude, Growth & Belonging  
 

 Every Student Has Something to Be Thankful For 
As November arrives, we are reminded that some of 
the most meaningful successes in education are not 
measured by grades or test scores. Sometimes 
success is a student asking for help instead of 
shutting down, making a new friend, trying something 
difficult, or learning to manage a big emotion. 
At Johnson County Central, we believe ALL students 
can learn when given the right support. This month, 
we encourage everyone to recognize the small 
victories. Growth looks different for every student, and 
every step forward deserves celebration. 
 

 Gratitude Builds Connection 
Did you know that practicing gratitude can help 
children develop stronger relationships, build positive 
thinking habits, and recognize their own strengths? 
Gratitude doesn’t mean pretending everything is 
perfect. It means learning to recognize the good 
things, even when life feels challenging. 
Try these simple activities at home: 

● Three Good Things: At dinner or bedtime, have 
everyone share three positive things from their 
day. 

● Celebrate the Effort: Instead of focusing only 
on results, recognize persistence: “I noticed 
you kept trying even when that was hard.” 

● Thank-You Challenge: Encourage your child to 
thank someone at school who makes their day 
better. 

● Strength Spotting: Ask, “What’s something 
you’re proud of learning or improving this 
month?” 
 

 Student Progress, Not Perfection 
Children develop academic, social, emotional, and 
executive functioning skills at different rates. Skills 
like managing time, staying organized, regulating 
emotions, and asking for help are learned through 
practice, modeling, and consistent support. 

 
One of the most powerful things adults can do is 
replace “You should know how to do this” with “Let’s 
figure out what support will help you succeed.” 
At JCC, our goal isn’t simply helping students 
complete today’s tasks. It’s helping them develop the 
confidence, independence, and skills they need for 
their futures. 
 

 Parent Survey Request 
If your student has an Individualized Education 
Program (IEP), please take a few minutes to complete 
the Parent Survey. Your feedback helps the state 
understand what is working well, identify areas for 
improvement, and strengthen the partnership between 
families and the school. Please complete the survey 
by using the link or QR Code provided or ask your 
student’s IEP case manager. 
 

 Preparing for Holiday Breaks 
Changes in routines can be exciting, but they can also 
be overwhelming for children. A little predictability 
goes a long way. Before Thanksgiving break, consider 
talking with your child about upcoming plans, 
maintaining consistent sleep routines, offering quiet 
breaks during busy gatherings, and allowing extra time 
for transitions. 
Remember: Predictability is kind, and flexibility is a 
skill we can teach. 
 

 Thankful for Our JCC Community 
This November, we are especially grateful for the 
families, educators, paraprofessionals, and 
community members who show up for our students 
every day. 
 
Together, through Communication, Accountability, 
Respect, Grace, and Belonging, we are creating a 
school community where every student has a place, a 
purpose, and a pathway to success 
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Students selected for our ECNC Honor Choir (East Central Nebraska Conference) to be held
at JCC High School on Monday, November 9: High school: Soprano – Nevaeh Brown, Abby
Burki, Tegan Topp; Alto – Abby Blomstedt, Adree Case, Kaitlyn Clements; Tenor – Kene
Ofoegbu, Tony Orozco, Landon Toohey; Bass – Kael Fricke, Jesus Hurtado, Edgar Prado, Alex
Thipphavong. Middle school: Soprano – Grace Fazel, Ada Goodrich, Prezleigh Hazen, Nathaly
Hurtado Arellano; Alto – Madilyn Jensen, Kelly Kongmanyvong, Lillian Nelson, Mackenzie Sell,
Mackenzie Silos; Baritone – Carter Allen, Jude Fricke, Brayden Garday, Axel Prado.
The Concert will take place in the JCC high school gym at 7:00pm. 

VOCAL MUSIC - MRS. FRICKE
Crete Junior Honor Choral Clinic
Mrs. Fricke was able to select 10 JCC 7th & 8th grade students to attend the Crete Junior
High Choral Clinic. The students were selected using the same process as the ECNC
selections with an audition through Mrs. Fricke. Soprano – Grace Fazel, Ada Goodrich,
Prezleigh Hazen; Alto – Madilyn Jensen, Kelly Kongmanyvong, Mackenzie Sell, Mackenzie
Silos; Baritone – Carter Allen, Jude Fricke, Brayden Garday.
The singers will start rehearsing at 9:30 AM, Thursday, November 5 at Crete High School. A
public concert will be at 5:00 PM. There is a $1.00 admission charge for those attending the
concert.

November, 2026

Conference Honor Choir

2026 Nebraska All State Choir
Two students were selected for the 2026 Nebraska All State Choir: Tony Orozo and Kene
Ofoegbu. They were two of seven students who auditioned for this prestigious event.
Students from all across the state of Nebraska audition for this event and it is difficult to be
accepted. The audition process takes place in September with music being selected and
rehearsed starting in May of the previous year. Tony and Kene will attend rehearsals in
Lincoln on November 18th, 19th, and 20th with a concert to take place at the Lied Center in
Lincoln on the 20th. 

Music Calendar
Fall-Winter performances will include the following:

Crete Junior High Choral Clinic Concert – Tuesday, November 5, 5:00 PM in Crete
ECNC Honor Choir Concert – Monday, November 9, 7:00 PM at JCC
High School Concert – Tuesday, December 1, 7:00 PM in Tecumseh
4-8 Grade Winter Concerts – Friday, December 11, 7:00 PM in Cook
K-3 Elementary Program – Monday, December 14, 7:00 PM in Tecumseh
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 D
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NO SCHOOL 

Chicken Fajita on W
G Tortilla

Spanish Rice
Fruit & Veggie Bar

M
ilk

Grilled Chicken Breast
on W

G Bun
Hot Veggie

Fruit & Veggie Bar
M

ilk

Chili w/ Cheese Stick
Cinnamon Roll

Fruit & Veggie Bar
M

ilk

N
ational N

acho D
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Nachos
W

G Breadstick
Fruit & Veggie Bar
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1:00 PM
 Dismissal 

Pizza
Corn
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NO SCHOOL
Thanksgiving Break

NO SCHOOL 
Thanksgiving Break
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30

NO SCHOOL 
Teacher In-Service 

“This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider”
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Johnson County Central 
Public Schools

PO Box 338
Tecumseh, NE 68450

Phone:

Website:

402-335-3320  Superintendent @ Tecumseh
402-335-3328  Principal @ Tecumseh
402-864-2024  Elementary Office @ Cook
402-864-4171  Principal @ Cook
402-864-4181  MS Office @ Cook

www.jccentral.org

This newsletter is produced monthly to inform parents, 
district patrons and others about school events, classroom 

events, and student achievements in the classroom and 
extra curricular activities. This information is submitted 

by faculty and staff members. Information may be 
submitted to offices at Tecumseh and Cook.

The school reserves the right to edit information  
in the interest of space and content.

Non-Discrimination
It shall be the policy of Johnson County Central Public Schools to not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, handicap, or age in its educational programs, activities, or employment practices. There is a grievance procedure for 
discrimination concerns. Inquiries concerning any of the above, or Title IX and Rehabilitation Act Regulations (504) should be 
directed to the Superintendent of Schools, 358 N 6th Street, Tecumseh, NE 68329; (402)335-3320.

Child Find
Children that are birth to 5 years old who are experiencing problems with speech language, cognitive, emotional and/or physical 
development or have a disability can receive services through Early Childhood Education Services. If interested or in need of 
more information please contact Rebecca Kling, Special Education Coordinator or Jon Rother, Superintendent at 402-335-3320.
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